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Ozark UFO Report 


researcher wondering 


Folklorist Finds ‘peculiar’ consistency 


By SCOTT L. MILEY 

STAR STAFF WRITER 

A Plainfield woman says she's 
taken several rides In alien space¬ 
craft. 

In Union County, a woman 
claims her four-month pregnancy 
was terminated when she was 
taken into a spaceship that hov¬ 
ered above her trailer for an hour. 

Skeptics say such tales of un¬ 
identified flying objects are told 
only by the mentally unbalanced 
— fanatics passing along tall tales 
they’ve read or heard. 

Yet. something is oddly consis¬ 
tent among stories of UFO abduc¬ 
tions. says an Indiana University 
folklorist. 

"The pieces keep falling in the 
same order. That’s peculiar." says 
Thomas E. Bullard. “Yet no logic 
holds the pieces together as a sto¬ 
ry" 

Bullard. 43, also serves on the 
national board of directors for the 
Fund for UFO Research Inc., 
based in Mount Rainier, Md. 

That organization funded a 
study in which Bullard catalogued 
hundreds of reported abductions. 
He's also interviewed dozens of 
people who claim to have been 
kidnapped by alien beings. 

"Do 1 believe people see objects 
they can’t explain? Sure. Do I be¬ 
lieve they see spaceships? I don't 
know,' say* Bullard, who works 



STAR STAFF PHOTO/RON IRA STEELE 

IU folklorist Thomas Bullard is on 
the national board of the Fund 


for UFO Research Inc. 


in the university's biology library. 

Basically. Bullard looks at the 
claims as a folklorist. But. he 
says, the baffling abduction ac¬ 
counts seem to come from some 
real experience, as compared to 
folk stories. 

For example, he cites this popu¬ 
lar story that often crosses the 
nation: 

A young couple is parked on a 
dark lovers' lane. On the car ra¬ 


dio. they hear a report of an es¬ 
caped madman with a hook on his 
hand. The couple hear scraping 
sounds but see nothing. They 
drive Into town, where they open 
the car door — and find a hook 
hanging from it. 

Now. consider the story of a 
Plainfield woman who claims to 
have abducted numerous times by 
alien beings. 

As she speaks, she is surround¬ 
ed by self-penned drawings of 
spacecraft and aliens around her. 
an eerie reminder of the obsession 
that preyed upon Richard Drey- 
fuss’ character in Close Encoun¬ 
ters of the Third Kind. 

She recalls swimming with 
friends as a youth at a Westside 
Indianapolis pool. Suddenly a 
small boy ran from a locker room. 
A blue balloon chased him. 

The woman claims she gazed 
up to see a spacecraft. Within 
minutes, pool patrons dozed off. 
The woman and about eight oth¬ 
ers were kept awake and beamed 
onto the craft for a brief medical 
exam by aliens, she said. 

That doesn't sound like a folk 
tale passed along at campfires. 
UFO abduction tales are too com¬ 
plex for simple folklore. Bullard 
maintains. 

The stories detail personal ex¬ 
periences. whether real or per¬ 
ceived. Unlike common folk tales, 
there's no logical connection be¬ 
tween episodes. 


Bullard says a typical abduction 
story has a capture, examination 
and discussion. 

The capture Involves an elabo¬ 
rate chase between alien and hu¬ 
man. The examination is a medi¬ 
cal probing of the abductee. 

In the ensuing conference, 
aliens use telepathy or computer¬ 
ized communications to relate a 
warning or prophecy to the hu¬ 
man. 

A folklorist at Penn State Uni¬ 
versity says abduction stories 
could Indeed be modern fairy 
tales. 

Bill Ellis, an associate professor 
of English and American studies, 
says he agrees with Bullard's as¬ 
sessment that abductees experi¬ 
ence some abnormal event. 

But they are apt to use UFO 
stories they’ve already heard to 
explain these mystifying experi¬ 
ences. 

"You’ve got to use cultural lan¬ 
guage to share the story. ... If you 
tell a story of being buffeted back 
and forth among forces that you 
can't put a label on. then you can 
get committed." he says. 

As a result, there's pressure on 
the abductee to personalize details 
so he or she doesn’t appear to be 
crazy. For that reason, a first- 
person story of a UFO abduction is 
bound to be more elaborate. EUls 
says. 

Bullard, however, refuses to dis¬ 
miss the stories out of hand. 

"It's a really bizarre thing. In a 
way. 1 don't want to believe It. If 
it's true, there's a bunch of aliens 
grabbing people and sticking nee¬ 
dles in them and there’s nothing 
we can do about It." 


By W. G. Eslinger 
Director Ozark UFO Network 

Crisp, clear autumn nights 
broaden opportunities to 
observe the travels of "The 
Intruders'* in the Ozarks. 

Recent sightings include a 
large cigar-shaped object in the 
vicinity of the Harrison 
fairgrounds at 9 p.m. on Aug. 13, 
moving east a low altitude 
without sound. Its large lights 
revealed its shape. 

At approximately 10:30 p.m. 
on Sept. 22 a cluster of non¬ 
pulsing red lights was observed 
moving silently from east to 
west over the Boone-New ton 
County line. Reflection of the 
lights was visible on the 
underside of the object, but its 
shape couldn’t be precisely Lighted, glowing spheres, 
determined. usually red but capable of 

Shortly after 1 a.m. on Sept, changing colors, are believed by 
27 a large triangular-shaped many researchers to be probes 
"mother ship" was seen over dispatched from the mother 
northern Newton County. These ships. 

large ships have been reported They appear in various sizes; 
by several witnesses during the some as small as a basketball, 
past year in Carroll, Boone, others seem to be as large as the 
Newton and Searcy Counties. sun. The mother ship may be out 

They are described as 1,000 or of sight while the probes are 
more feet long, several hundred viewed parked on a ridge, in a 
feet wide; or as big as three pasture, in the woods or 
football field or as large as a maneuvering about, tending to 
battleship or aircraft carrier, their undeclared agenda. 

Such a sight is unfoigettable. 

The Ozark UFO Chronicle Credibility: This is the 
reports on all sightings in the principal problem in discussing 
Ozarks. Subscription details are matters of ufology with the 
available at the address below. uninformed. Skeptics are 

Another first for the Ozarks; a reading these words right now. 
photograph taken one sunny Yet those persons who have 
day in August in northeast viewed the many unexplained 
Boone County of a "mother phenomena during the past 
ship." Apparently the object was decades as well as the present in 
emitting exhaust particles in our Ozarks possess good vision, 
three directions. This photo will sobriety, average to high 
be displayed at our public intelligence and an honesty to 
meetings. admit reality. 

The term "mother ship" most Healthy skepticism is a must 
likely is derived from the fact in the search for truth, but if the 
that smaller UFOs have been reports of UFO sightings and 
seen entering and departing accounts of abductions do not 
these large crafts. This activity jibe with predetermined views 
was observed in the fall of 1991 that are based on no facts, one 
and early 1992 in southern should remove his blinders and 
Searcy County and over Shiloh consider the preponderance of 
Mountain in Newton County. evidence before him. 

As witnessed by abductees. The age of reported events 
the mother ships also contain seems to improve their 
various laboratories which are credibility. Looking back to the 
involved in technological first week in July, 1947, the 
activity unfamiliar to our planet. Arkansas Gazette reported 



multiple sightings of flying 
saucers or discs at Texarkana, 
Ashdown, DeQueen, 
Arkadelphia, Rison, Paragould, 
El Dorado and Tuckerman. 

The July 5 issue, in an AP 
dispatch from Washington, 
stated that flying saucer reports 
had been received from 40 states. 

Reported sightings actually 
began the last week in June, 
1947, when Kenneth Arnold, 
while flying toward Yakima, 
Wash., on a search and rescue 
mission, observed nine UFOs 
flying north to south at 
approximately 9,500 feet, headed 
toward Mt. Ranier. 

A recent Unsolved Mysteries 
TV program re-ran its account of 
the Hudson Valley UFO 
sightings of the 1980s that began 
New Year’s Eve, 1982. The 
program did not mention that 
over 5,000 sightings were 
reported from that area during 
the next five years....an average 
of three per day. 

"Night Siege," a republished 
paperback now available, by Dr. 
j. Allen Hyneck and Phillip 
Imbrocno, documents these 
incredible events in New York 
state. 

And so it goes. Where is the 
credibility of armchair skeptics? 
More and more they are losing 
it. 

Credibility. Eveiyone needs it. 
The demands of everyday life 
require it. For many years, even 
decades, the fear of credibility 
loss has restrained those among 
us who have suffered in silence 
with their stark memories of 
abduction by The Intruders or 
the sight of fantastic anomalies. 

Now they are coming out 
from behind the rocks and 
telling their story, many for the 
first time, because they have 
found understanding and a 
sympathetic ear in our 
oiganization. 

Meanwhile, we urge prompt 
reporting of UFO sightings. 
Inquiries regarding unusual, 
unexplainedexperiences and 
prevailing trauma, and other 
requests for information are 
welcome. 

Our central mailing address is 
PO Box 1919, Harrison, AR 
72601, telephone (501) 741-7278. 


DAILY NEWS, Fort Walton Beach, FL - Aug. 24, 1992 CR: R. Reid 


LETTERS 

UFO sighters, 
you are not alone 

Good articles on the “alien ab¬ 
duction” phenomenon (Daily 
News, Aug. 16). Readers unfamil¬ 
iar with our area’s UFO history 
may view Ms. Gillespie’s coverage 
out of place in a serious newspa¬ 
per. I, for one, think it quite time¬ 
ly. 

Popular fervor over the Gulf 
Breeze UFO photos has died 
down now, largely due to a con¬ 
certed effort to discredit them. 

But the sightings continue. 

Strange lights in the sky over Gulf 
Breeze have been recorded by ex¬ 


perienced observers more than 
150 times since early 1991. I’ve 
seen them a half dozen times my¬ 
self; these are not conventional 
(lares or aircraft. 

I also know several individuals 
who confide, in all seriousness, 
having had physical encounters 
with an alien intelligence. The 
term “abduction” may be mislead¬ 
ing. The experience is usually in¬ 
voluntary and often traumatic, but 
no one I know has suffered loss or 
serious injury at the hands of the 
aliens. Many report a broadened 
outlook and sharpened awareness 
after the encounter. Some remem¬ 
ber their experiences spontane¬ 
ously, while others find hypnosis a 
help in reconstructing what hap¬ 
pened 


An informal network is develop- 
ing among these individuals as 
they share experiences and dis¬ 
cuss ideas. This is a network of 
warm and friendly people. For ob¬ 
vious reasons they don’t advertise 
openly, but one can find them if 
he wants to join in. 

Polls by the Roper Organization 
indicate that 2 percent of Ameri¬ 
can adults have experienced this 
phenomenon. If you think you 
might be one of these people, 
don’t despair. There are dozens of 
others just like you here in the 
Fort Walton Beach area. 

ROBERT REID 

Niceville 


CR: D. Worley 













STAR PHOENIX, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 

Canada - Oct. 19, 1992 

UFO debate 
still waging 
decades later 

IRVING, Tex. (AP) — Both 
sides in a UFO debate remain 
light years apart nearly half a 
century after the U.S. army 
claimed briefly it had recovered a 
flying disc in New Mexico. 

About 200 experts and enthusi¬ 
asts at a weekend conference 
agreed the 1947 announcement 
about an unidentified flying object 
in Roswell was a big mistake. 
They disagreed heatedly over how 
the mistake was made. 

“The many rumors regarding 
the flying disc became a reality 
yesterday when the intelligence 
office of the 509th Bomb Group . . 

. was fortunate enough to gain 
possession of the disc," the army 
release said. 

Skeptics say there is no hard ev¬ 
idence the wreckage was any¬ 
thing other than the remains of a 
military balloon. That was the 
army’s final explanation. 


Skeptics say 
there is no hard 
evidence the 
wreckage was 
anything other 
than the remains 
of a military 
balloon. 


“It was a big embarrassment,” 
UFO debunker Philip Klass said 
at the national meeting of the 
Committee for the Scientific In¬ 
vestigation of Claims of the Para¬ 
normal. 

CSICOP, based in Buffalo, N.Y., 
encourages the critical investiga¬ 
tion of paranormal and fringe-sci¬ 
ence claims from a responsible 
scientific point of view, the group 
says. 

The release was issued on the 
authority of an intelligence officer 
who was unable to identify the 
wreckage, aid Klass, former sen¬ 
ior editor of Aviation Week and 
Space Technology. 

But some researchers believe 
the government goofed in 1947 by 
calling attention to the find — and 
has had to cover it up ever since. 

“It was no . . . weather bal¬ 
loon," was the deathbed declara¬ 
tion of an eyewitness, according 
to Donald Schmitt, co-author of 
UFO Crash at Roswell. Schmitt is 
director of special investigations 
at the J. Allen Hyneck Centre for 
UFO Studies in Chicago. 

Not only does Schmitt believe 
the wreckage was a UFO, he is in¬ 
vestigating reports that the mili¬ 
tary recovered the bodies of 
aliens from the craft. He is trying 
to find a nurse believed to have 
helped with an “autopsy." 

The nurse had told a friend the 
bodies were smaller and more 
delicate than an adult human, 
with large heads and large con¬ 
cave eyes, Schmitt said in bis 
book. Their hands had four fin¬ 
gers and no thumb, she reportedly 
said 

“We are convinced she is still 
alive." Schmitt said Saturday 


Society members serious, but anonymous 


By CONNIE ROHR 
£ Pickaway County ThisWeek 
* Contributor 

•-3 

Members of the Roundtown UFO So- 
cr ciety (RUFOS) interviewed for the 
° following article spoke with This Week 
on the condition their names would 
remain anonymous. 

The Roundtown UFO Society 
(RUFOS) is a non-profit organiza- 
,-T tion founded in 1989 whose mem- 
T_ bers are seriously interested in col- 
. lecting data about local UFO 
o sightings. 

O The organization does not pre¬ 
sent a particular position as to what 
UFOs are or where they come from. 
It's members say they strive to 
maintain an objective view of the 


UFO phenomenon, which they say 
is perhaps one of the greatest mys¬ 
teries of modem time. 

RUFOS provides an outlet for 
people who are interested in find¬ 
ing out the latest information re¬ 
garding UFOs, as well as offering 
a forum where people can talk 
about their own experiences with 
UFO sightings. 

Members of the group believe 
there have been a large number of 
unreported UFO sightings made 
by Pickaway County residents over 
the past few years. They realize 
that many people are reluctant to 
report sightings for few or being 
ridiculed. However, society mem¬ 
bers emphasize the importance of 
making reports so the sightings 


can be analyzed. 

RUFOS take all UFO sighting re¬ 
ports seriously and strive to ex¬ 
plain the phenomenon to the wit¬ 
ness, members say. Many reports 
can be explained as conventional 
objects or hoaxes, but some sight¬ 
ings are truly unexplained. 

Some members of RUFOS are 
also members of two national UFO 
investigative groups, MUFON (Mu¬ 
tual UFO Network, which is lo¬ 
cated in Seguin, Texas, and CU- 
FOS (Center for UFO Studies), 
located in Chicago, Ill. 

Local RUFOS members say they 
will also be closely monitoring re¬ 
search obtained from NASA's SETI 
(Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intel¬ 
ligence) radio telescope. 


RUF06 also subscribes to a month¬ 
ly publication put out by MUFON 
which they donate to the Pickaway 
County District Public Library. This 
magazine contains up-to-date in¬ 
formation about "UFOlogy." 

RUFOS meetings are held month¬ 
ly in the Clark-May Museum meet¬ 
ing room, 162 W. Union St., Cir- 
deville. The group also publishes 
its own newsletter which is dis¬ 
tributed to members and area li¬ 
braries. 

For more information about RU¬ 
FOS, or to report a possible UFO 
sighting, wright: Roundtown UFO 
Society, P.O. Box 52, Circleville, 
Oh. 43113; or call 477-6252 or 332- 
1286. All information received is 
kept confidential. ♦ 







MORNING NEWS, Dallas, TX - Oct. 18, 1992 CR: E. Rager 

Nature of incident that launched UFO craze debated 



TV Dallas Mominj News Donna Ba/by 


Pat Reeder (left) of Dallas talks with Lynette Nisbet of Pro¬ 
metheus Books in Buffalo, N.Y., during the national meet¬ 
ing of the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of 
Claims of the Paranormal on Saturday in Irving. 


By Matt Crenson 

Staff Writer of The Dellas Morning News 

IRVING — Is the U.S. govern¬ 
ment really keeping three little 
green men on ice? 

Did they come from a mysterious 
"flying disc" found near Roswell, 
N.M., in July 1947? 

And exactly what was the disc? 

"It was a radar reflector" at¬ 
tached to an Air Force test balloon, 
said Philip Klass, who has investi¬ 
gated — and worked to debunk — 
UFO sightings for 26 years. 

“Sounds like a flying saucer to 
me,” responded Donald Schmitt, co¬ 
director of the J. Allen Hynek Cen¬ 
ter for UFO Studies in Chicago, 

So it went for more than four 
hours Saturday as Mr. Schmitt, Mr. 
Klass and two other experts duked 
it out over the true nature of "the 
Roswell incident” — the alleged fly¬ 
ing saucer crash that spawned the 
UFO craze of the late 40s and the 
SOs. 

In the end, none of the 100-plus 
spectators were moved by either 
side. But that was to be expected, 
because the debate took place at the 


16th annual conference of the Com¬ 
mittee for the Scientific Investiga¬ 
tion of Claims of the Paranormal. 


“The whole question of UFOs re¬ 
volves around the evidence," said 
James McGaha, a retired U.S. Air 


Force major and active skeptic. 

The evidence in the "Roswell in¬ 
cident” includes that "flying disc," 
which was found near the town of 
Roswell by a rancher. There's also 
the testimony by dozens of area res¬ 
idents and military personnel who 
say they saw the corpses of tiny 
aliens — they may have been green 
— loaded onto U S. Air Force trucks. 

The skeptics say the disc was 
part of a scientific balloon 
launched by the government. And 
the aliens? That's all hype, they say. 

Mr. Schmitt doesn't agree. 

"We have fully explored all the 
mundane and all the prosaic expla¬ 
nations,” he said. And discarded 
them. 

The explanations include some 
pretty far-out possibilities — includ¬ 
ing that the object was part of a 
chemical warfare experiment gone 
awry that has been covered up for 
45 years. 

But Mr. Klass contended that if 
there was a U.S. cover-up, "Presi¬ 
dent Truman didn't know about it," 
Neither, he said, did the CIA direc¬ 


tor or the commander of Wright Air 
Force Base in Ohio, where the 
aliens were allegedly stashed. 

"Not one of these officials . . . 
have heard of the crashed saucer,” 
he said, citing top-secret UFO stud¬ 
ies that have been declassified. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Schmitt 
refused to accept that conclusion. 
He suggested that the documents 
were part of the cover-up and that 
the witnesses' testimony is more re¬ 
liable. He said he has interviewed 
hundreds of people. 

"If all these people or any one of 
them are telling the truth," he said, 
"something truly extraordinary did 
happen at that time." 


VALLEY TIMES, Pleasanton, CA - Oct. 6, 1992 

Aliens kidnap thousands, 
former UC professor says 


SUN HERALD, Biloxi, MS - Oct. 24, 1992 
CR: W. Clendenon 

Filmmaker out of 
sight after UFO 
announcement 

Screenplay being written; no casting yet 


By KEN FINK 

THE SUN HERALD 

■ In July, independent film producer 
Midge Soderbergh announced plans 
to make a movie on the Coast about a 
man who said he beamed aboard an 
alien craft in Pascagoula. 

Casting was scheduled to begin in 
August and filming would begin in 
September, she said. But the man 
she asked to cast and film the movie 
said he has not heard from her. 

“There is no news on the film that 
I’m aware of,” said Randy Walsh, of 
Walsh Production Co. in Bayou 
Goula. La. “There was no script avail¬ 
able. I’ve yet to receive it. We can’t 
cast without a script, and we have no 
way of contacting her.” 

Soderbergh, who has produced a 
portion of a documentary for the tele¬ 
vision show “NOVA," announced in a 
July press conference that she 
planned to produce "Snatched," a film 
about the story of Charles Hickson. 

On Oct. 11, 1973, Hickson said 
alien beings interrupted his fishing 
trip on the Pascagoula River. He 
claims he was taken aboard a hover¬ 
ing UFO. 

In July, Soderbergh, whose son 
Steven directed the 1989 film “Sex. 
Lies and Videotape." asked Walsh to 
cast and film Hickson's story, but 
Walsh said he has not heard from her 
since. 

“It’s unfortunate,” Walsh said. “I 
think the press conference was pre¬ 
mature to say the least. You have to 
have a finished script before you 
move forward. Fortunately. I’m doing 
other things.” 

The $10-million plan 

Soderbergh said in July that casting 
1.000 people, most local, would begin 
in August. Shooting the $10 million 
feature film was to begin in Septem¬ 
ber. The movie was to be released no 
later than January. 

Walsh said he was told Soderbergh 
lived in Alabama, but he did not have 
her telephone number. 

Contact: UFO at Pascagoula Inc., 
an Atlanta company, would fund the 
movie. Soderbergh said. But the 
number she gave for the company 


There is no 
news on the film 
that I’m aware 
of. 

Randy Walsh 


was answered by a receptionist who 
said it was actually a company called 
Petroleum Source, a wholesale ener¬ 
gy company that has nothing to do 
with movie funding. 

Atlanta directory assistance does 
not have a listing for Contact: UFO at 
Pascagoula Inc. 

Hicksorl has an unlisted telephone 
number and could not be reached for 
comment. 

Ed Conroy, a San Antonio, Texas, 
author writing the script, would not 
say how close to completion it is. 

“It’s just a bunch of memory in my 
computer." Conroy said. "I can’t tell 
you how far along it is. I didn’t have 
anything to do with her announce¬ 
ment about a time trame. I kept tell¬ 
ing her that producing a viable screen¬ 
play wasn’t something you can do in a 
jiffy." 

Conroy said Soderbergh was living 
in Atlanta, but he would not give out 
her telephone number and did not 
want to be quoted. Directory assis¬ 
tance in Atlanta did not have a listing 
for Midge Soderbergh. 

Cliff Kirkland, director of adminis¬ 
tration for the city of Biloxi, was pre¬ 
sent at the press conference, but he 
has not heard from Soderbergh since. 

Walsh said it would take up to six 
months to prepare for filming once he 
receives the script. 

"She kind of walked me through the 
bases.” Walsh said. "I know the gen¬ 
eral story, but that's all.” 

"We’ve heard from a number of 
people wanting parts." Walsh said. 
"She hasn’t opened an office and we 
haven’t heard from her. Many. many, 
many of these deals fall through. It’s 
just the way this business is." 


By Mary Barkey 

Correspondent 

BERKELEY — Have an interest 
in world peace, ecology, or popula¬ 
tion control? Consider yourself spir¬ 
itual even though you don’t belong 
to a church? Fascinated by UFOs 
since you were a child? 

If so, says James Harder, you 
probably have encountered extra¬ 
terrestrial beings — whether you re¬ 
member it or not. 

Harder, a professor emeritus of 
engineering at UC-Berkeley, esti¬ 
mates that hundreds of thousands 
of people in the United States have 
been kidnapped by beings from an¬ 
other planet, taken aboard their 
spacecraft and subjected to a num¬ 
ber of experiences. 

He estimates that 95 percent of 
the abductees have no conscious 
memory of what must be the most 
unusual event of their lives. 

Harder has been studying hu¬ 
man-extraterrestrial contact for 30 
years. 

On Saturday, in concert with the 
Society for the Advancement of Civ- 


Reports keep coming in to the 
Hotline, of sightings from the area, 
not only from Gulf Breeze and the 
Beach, but from Pensacola as well. 
One of the reports was of the UFO 
that we are all used to seeing, this 
report originated from the Polynesian 
Isles Subdivision. This object ap¬ 
peared in the sky over East Bay, and 
went through all of the usual color 
changes before disappearing. 

Several of the skywatchcrs con¬ 
tinue to turn in reports of sighting 
small lights that seem to appear for 5 
to 10 seconds before disappearing. 
Most limes, you would say that, this 
is what is known as autokinesis.. .when 
a stationary person stared at a star (or 
Planet) for awhile without a visual 
stationary reference point in view for 
comparison, it appears to move and 
dart about, in this particular case I 
rather doubt that a trained investiga¬ 
tor would misdiagnose these objects. 
I saw what I believe to be a satellite 
last week, and reported it as such, on 


□ UF O Symposium 

What: Extraterrestrial Contact: The 
Meaning and the Message 
Where: Physical Sciences Lecture 
Hall, UC-Berkeley 

When: 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Saturday 
Cost: $30 
Call: 521-3298 


ilization, he will present a sympo¬ 
sium, “Extraterrestrial Contact: The 
Meaning and the Message" on the 
Berkeley campus. 

How can Harder and other alien- 
encounter researchers find victims 
who don’t remember their kid¬ 
nappings? 

Harder narrows the field by us¬ 
ing a profile of a typical abductee — 
an unconventionally spiritual person 
with an interest in issues like peace 
and the environment who also has 
an interest in UFOs. 

Then Harder uses the pendulum 
test. The pendulum, Harder says, is 
“an ideomotor technique of access¬ 
ing information from the uncon- 


by Bland Pugh 

the day that the shuttle was launched 
Bruce Morrison reported to me that 
he had seen what he felt like was the 
shuttle passing over. So again I feel 
that these reports are credible. 

A frequent sighting report this 
time of year is the planet Venus, the 
following is from the November 
Mufon Journal: Venus (magnitude - 
4.1) is easier to see at dusk low in the 
Southwest, not setting until about 
two and quarter hours after sunset in 
mid-November. The resplendent 
planet lies 5 degrees below the lunar 
crescent on November 27. 

We are approaching the next 
meeting with great excitement, 1 will 
give a quick thumbnail sketch of the 
program, I think most will find it 
fascinating. The lady's name is Leah 
Haley, she is a wife, mother, CPA, 
and college professor from Colum¬ 
bus, Miss. Ms. Haley has had first 
hand experience with extraterrestri¬ 
als, for the first lime she will share 
her experiences publiclv. Ms. Haley 


scious mind.” 

The researcher suspends a 
weighted object from a string at¬ 
tached to the subject, and observes 
its motion as the subject is ques¬ 
tioned about possible contact with 
extraterrestial beings. The pendu¬ 
lum’s motion shows if the subject 
has subconscious memories of con¬ 
tact. 

If the pendulum test is positive, 
they progress to hypnosis to bring 
to light blocked memories of extra¬ 
terrestrial experiences, Harder says. 

Harder has no doubt about the 
universality of the UFO experience, 
but for others it’s more fiction than 
science. 

One of these is Bob Steiner of El 
Cerrito, a founder of Bay Area 
Skeptics, an organization that de¬ 
bunks what it considers pseudo¬ 
science. 

Stein says there is no evidence 
that humans have ever been visited 
by extraterrestrials, much less gone 
off in spaceships with them. 

The pendulum and hypnosis? All 
nonsense, says Steiner. 


has been tested by some of the top 
UFO investigators from all over the 
country, and has proved to be highly 
credible. A book is now being writ¬ 
ten about her encounters with the 
ET's, and the possibility of military 
presence at the time of contact. She 
will speak at the Gulf Breeze recre¬ 
ational center theater on Sunday, 
November 8, at 3:00 p.m. 

Future meetings will feature Dr. 
John E. Mack, Psychiatrist, and 
'abduction investigator” from 
Harvard Medical School. Dr. Mack 
is scheduled to speak on February 14. 
This should prove to be a very inter¬ 
esting meeting. 

It has been confirmed that David 
Jacobs, author of "Secret Life" will 
speak at an upcoming meeting, after 
the first of the year, as we will have 
no meeting in December. 

Remember the Hotline 438- 
3261, and keep looking up, and 
behind you. 

See you at the voting booth J 


ISLANDER, Pensacola Beach, FL - Oct. 30, 19 92 

UFO Follows Erratic Course 




LEADER, LaSalle, CO - Aug. 29, 1992 


I Op inion — 

Is it natural. . 

..... or supernatural? 



By John & Eleanor Ayer 

Given our location—in one of 
the largest agricultural counties in 
the U.S.—you'd think our fields 
might be the site for one of those 
intriguing designs known as "crop 
circles." This amazing phe¬ 
nomenon, which dates back to the 
1800's, has attracted particular at¬ 
tention in the last three years. For 
reasons unexplained, an increasing 
number of huge geometric shapes 
have begun to proliferate in corn, 
wheat, and other grain fields world¬ 
wide. 

Crop circles are best spotted 
from the air, but according to local 
enthusiast Janet Meisinger, Weld 
County has yet to report any sight¬ 
ings. England seems to have the 


greatest activity; more than 2,000 
have appeared there since 1989. 
But farmers in the U.S., Canada, 
Japan, Australia, and some Euro¬ 
pean countries have reported mark¬ 
ings in their fields as well. The fact 
that fields in developed countries 
are more frequent targets indicates 
to some believers that the forces of 
nature are sending a message to us 
decadents: Get In Touch With The 
Earth! 

Crop circles come in a variety 
of designs, most of them incorpo¬ 
rating circles as the basis of their 
structure. Many show key-like 
formations with two parallel lines. 
They range from reasonably small 
up to 1/8 of a mile across and are 
done both in positive and negative 
relief. The patterns are accom¬ 
plished when grain stalks are bent 
over near the roots so as to hold a 
shape but not break the stalks, for 
the plants continue to grow. Per¬ 
haps most amazing is the time it 
takes to create a crop circle - only 1 
to 1-1/2 seconds the experts specu¬ 
late! 

Just who or what force creates 
these crop circles is unknown. And 
that, say most supporters, is part of 
their mystique. Another enigma lies 
in their meaning; to date there is no 
accepted opinion of what, if any, 
message the crop circles are in¬ 
tended to convey. "The approach 
[to answering these questions] 
needs to be intuitive as well as ra¬ 



'Crop circles' are frequently found in England. 


tional," says one authority. "There 
is little sense in asking questions of 
other people when the answer is al¬ 
ready contained within ourselves." 

So the medium is the message; 
the meaning is in the eye of the be¬ 
holder. Or look at it like a religion: 
crop circles mean whatever you 
want them to mean, and they were 
put in our fields by whatever force- 
spirit-power-person your intuitive 
sense tells you to believe in. Ap¬ 
proach them as a child would, says 
Jan. Don't get hung up trying to 
find an explanation. Just enjoy the 
wonder and magic of their exis¬ 
tence. 

Jan's attraction to crop circles 
has evolved into a business of 
sorts. She designs T-shirts that 
replicate the patterns of some of the 
more well-known images. A com¬ 
mon theme is the dumbell pattern (a 
must for weight lifters)? which 
comes in either silver or rainbow 
colors on a black or white shirt. 
Then there's the more complex 
dumbell design with four additional 
rectangles-part of what Jan refers 
to as the 11:11 theory. (Call Jan for 
a view of the shirts and an explana¬ 
tion of 11:11). This one uses glow- 
in-the-dark paint on a teal shirt- 
very attractive. 

A personal favorite is the most 
complex of the patterns, another 
glow-in-the-dark which you can get 
on a black or purple shirt. This 
amazing design incorporates con¬ 
centric circles, straight lines, a tri¬ 
angle, and a little mutant circle off 
to one side. It recently appeared 
near Barbury Castle, an Iron Age 
fort in England. Its significance is, 
naturally, open to interpretation, but 
the preciseness of the design cannot 
be faulted. Photographs of the ac¬ 
tual circle in its British field appear 
in a book called Crop Circles: 
Harbingers of World Change. The 
pictures confirm that whoever or 
whatever created this pattern did so 
with incredible attention to detail. 

If crop circle enthusiasts agree 
on one point about the significance 
of this phenomenon, it is that the 
circles are precursors of great 
change. This belief is bolstered by 
a design called the Mandlebrot 
which appeared in England in 1991. 
This series of heart shapes is based 
on the Mandlebrot Set, a complex 
mathematical pattern which shows 
order out of chaos. The design re¬ 
lates to changes that will soon occur 
throughout the world, says Jan. 

For many generations, Native 
Americans have recognized the crop 
circle designs and have incorporated 
them into their craftwork. Now the 
circles have found life again on 
Jan's T-shirts. She even adds some 
of her favorite wise sayings on the 
backs, such as "Conformity Breeds 
Mediocrity" and "Imagination is 
more important than education" (a 


gift idea for your child's teacher)? 

People have told her that the 
shirts impart a certain energy to 
their wearers. "This shirt really 
makes me feel good," reported one 
woman who was wearing it over 
two other shirts. This energy 
comes as no surprise to Jan. Her 
personal belief is that the patterns 
for the circles have always been 
present within the earth, but only 
recently have they appeared to us. 
Sort of like a child's paint with wa¬ 
ter book—the potential for a pretty 
picture is there, but it lies dormant 
until brushed with water. The 
"water" catalyst in this case is elec¬ 
tromagnetic energy coming from the 
earth. This energy, which has in¬ 
creased in recent years, attracts the 
dormant designs and draws them 
out. 

Of course there are doubters 
and disbelievers, folks who call 
crop circle designs a hoax. After 
all, there are no footprints or tire 
tracks leading up to them. So who 
or what could possibly have made 
them? Traditional scientists have a 
hard time accepting what cannot be 
explained, and cereologists (crop 
circle specialists) have a hard time 
accepting scientists' need to explain 
everything. Adding to the mystery 
is the fact that the circles seem to 
proliferate in regions of high spiri¬ 
tual energy such as England's 
Stonehenge. Observers also point 
out that there is a profusion of 
wildflowers this season in the fields 
where crop circles appeared last 
year. 

But whether or not you're a 
believer, you'll find Jan 
Meisinger's Crop Circle T-Shirts an 
artistic delight. So loosen up, lay 
back, quit being such a pragmatist, 
and give her a call (833-2940) to 
see the shirts or simply to talk fur¬ 
ther about the intriguing enigma of 
crop circles. 


(John and Eleanor Ayer are 
residents of Frederick). 



STAR PHOENIX, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada - Sept. 15, 


Scientists want UN 
to provide answer 
for space aliens 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) - Af¬ 
ter more than 30 years of listening 
to radio waves from outer space 
for greetings from an alien civili¬ 
zation, scientists are planning to 
turn to the United Nations for gui¬ 
dance on how to answer. 

Dozens of times, scientists have 
pu ked up radio waves matching 
the expected signature of a mes 
sage from space But they have 


not been confirmed as genuine 
contacts because they were fleet¬ 
ing and unverifiable. 

With new NASA equipment join¬ 
ing the search next month, some 
radio astronomers believe they 
will ultimately be able to confirm 
that a future transmission is a 
sign from a distant planet. 

Radio astronomers and engi¬ 
neers involved in the Search for 


Extraterrestrial Intelligence, 
commonly called SETI, this 
month began consulting with their 
colleagues in all scientific disci¬ 
plines for suggestions on what the 
reply to aliens should be. 

After sifting and winnowing 
their ideas, the scientists plan to 
seek a decision from the UN Gen¬ 
eral Assembly's committee on the 
peaceful uses of outer space. 

“The basic thinking all along is 
that this decision ought to be put 
into the hands of the United Na¬ 
tions/’ said John Billingham. 
head of the SETI project at 
NASA's Ames Research Centre in 
Mountain View. Calif. 

In a “white paper” being circu¬ 
lated to space scientists world¬ 
wide one key principle is that 


1992 


Earth should reply with one voice, 
on behalf of all humanity, rather 
than individual states sending a 
response, according to scientists 
familiar with the document. 

The space scientists plan to re¬ 
fine their ideas at international 
meetings in April and October of 
1993, and then bring them to the 
UN’s space committee. 

The scientists will have to find a 
sponsor country to bring their ide¬ 
as before the 53-country UN com¬ 
mittee. Then, Billingham said, the 
committee could accept wide- 
ranging testimony from scien¬ 
tists, historians, philosophers and 
political delegates to shape 
Earth’s reply to a message from 
another planet. 
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Is anqbodM 

our there? 


We’ve all 
heard tales 
of close 
encounters 
with aliens; 
now people 
are starting 
to listen 

Heavily armed troops threw a cordon 
of steel around Florida's Homestead Air 
Force Base — after Hurricane Andrew 
caused a UFO to crash on one of the 
runways. .. Agents charged the space¬ 
craft with their Uzi sub-machine guns 
drawn — and whisfeed the stunned 
aliens into an armored personnel carrier 

— Article that appeared in the Sun, 
a tabloid newspaper, Oct. 6, 1992 

By Joe Garofoli 

Staff writer 


N ever to be heard 
from again, prob¬ 
ably. Yeah, yeah, 
aliens belongs in 
the tabloids. 
They can hang out there with 
the latest sightings of Bigfoot, 
Elvis and Delta Burke. 

Before you yuk it up, talk to John 
Salter. Need a credibility check? Salter 
is a full professor of Indian Studies at 
the University of North Dakota, lie 
wrote a book about his experiences 
leading civil rights protests in Jackson, 
Miss. He has won state awards from the 
American Civil Liberties Union and the 
Martin Luther King society. 

And he has not only seen UFOs four 
times, he has been abducted by them. 

Salter is one of a growing list of re¬ 
spected academics who are talking 
openly about ETs (extraterrestrials) 
and their role in shaping our lives. It 
marks a change. Everyday folks have 
been talking about UFOs for 50 years, 
but the government and academics rare¬ 
ly listened. Their ear is turning. Some 
say that a very public meeting with 
aliens is imminent, either here or in 
space. 

When? Whenever we're ready lo 


handle it. Maybe within the next several 
years but probably not in our lifetime, 
some ufologists say. It is all part of a 
slowly evolving plan by the ETs to 
bring our worlds together in the interest 
of cosmic harmony. 

Before that can happen, say UFO sci¬ 
entists and observers, ETs must earn a 
little respect on Earth. Their credibility 
is improving: 

■ On Monday, the United States will 
begin its most sophisticated search to 
date for extraterrestrial life. Scientists in 
Puerto Rico and California will point the 
world’s most powerful radio telescopes 
toward 2,000 stars, hoping to catch a 
trace of intelligible communication 
somewhere out there. Some ufologists 
say it is a waste of money because ETs 
are already among us. 

"Radio signals to them are like 
smoke signals to us,” UC-Berkeley pro¬ 
fessor emeritus James Harder says. He 
has studied UFOs for 30 years. 

■ Seven percent of Americans say 
they have seen a UFO, according to a 
Roper poll of 5,947 people released ear¬ 
lier this year. One percent has seen a 
UFO more than once. 

■ An open forum on Saturday at UC- 
Berkeley attracted medical profession¬ 
als. scientists and faculty from universi¬ 
ties around the country Folks who 
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share their UFO experiences at similar 
forums elsewhere are coming from all 
social, economic and geographic 
backgrounds. 

■ There have been thousands of 
sightings in Northern California over 
the last 30 years and hundreds of ab¬ 
ductions, according to an estimate by 
Harder. 

UFO abductees are the best at clean¬ 
ing up the alien image. Forget about the 
"take me to your leader” B-movie drivel 
you’ve heard since the 1950s, Salter and 
others say. ETs don’t want to conquer 
Earth. If they wanted to do that, they 
would have dusted us years ago. 

Aliens are benevolent creatures. 
They are concerned about us. They fear 
that our constant infighting and violent 
ways are making us bad cosmic neigh¬ 
bors. They don’t want us splattering the 
rest of the universe with our radioactive 
dust. 

"The ETs are pretty sharp,’’ Leo 
Sprinkle says. He is a former profesor 
of psychology at the University of Wyo¬ 
ming and has studied UFOs for 38 
years. "They’ll know when the United 
Nations has distributed enough public 
information and when we’ll be ready for 
it. They know that if they’d announce it 
too quickly, we’d panic.” 

Salter and others who have inter¬ 
viewed hundreds of abductees notice a 
pattern to their backgrounds. Most are 


f f The ETs ... (will) 
know when the United 
Nations has distributed 
enough public infor¬ 
mation and when well 
be ready for it. They 
know that if they'd 
announce it too quickly, 
we'd panic .99 

Leo Sprinkle, UFO watcher 


concered with some sort of social I 
justice, Salter says. The Roper poll 
found that a higher percentage (10) 
of “influential Americans” — de¬ 
fined as civic leaders, better-educat¬ 
ed folks and trend-setters — say 
they have seen UFOs. Salter says 
the ETs are approaching a targeted 
audience. 

“The ETs kind of want to help 
people keep on keepin’ on,” Salter 
says. 

The tough part is convincing the 
chosen to tell the disbelievers about 
their experiences. Gail (not her real 
name) has only told a few friends 

(continued on page 6) 



























(continued from page 5 
Walnut Creek, CA 
about her abduction last September 
in the Sierras. She certainly can't 
tell her colleagues in the medical 
profession. The 47-year-old Liver¬ 
more resident fears being ridiculed. 

Here’s what she remembers, 
with the help of hypnosis: 

After going to sleep, she found 
herself sitting cross-legged outside 
her tent at 3 a.m. A silver disc¬ 
shaped spaceship the size of a 
house hovered a few feet off the 
ground 15 feet away. She saw a 
woman inside. She had full, beauti¬ 
ful lips, short spiky hair and a mole 
on her cheek. 

“Yeah, she looked like a punk 
rocker,” Gail says and laughs. She 
felt the left side of her body go 
numb from her lips to her mid-thigh 
— similar to a general anesthetic. 
"The last conscious thought I had 
was, ‘This is it. Finally, you’ve 
come.’ Then a real bright light came 
out of the ship and lifted me back 
into it.” 

She saw an image of the Earth 
on a monitor. Telepathically, a voice 
spoke inside the left side of her 
head. It identified itself as Celo: 

"If you don’t change it, there will 
be nothing left,” Celo told Gail. 
"Your ecosystems can’t handle the 
way you abuse them. Before long, 
the Earth will only be able to sup¬ 
port between 2 and 5 million 
people.” 

Even a friend who was camping 
with her that night doubted it. That 
was until he found a scar from a 
scalpel on his left forearm. Gail dis¬ 
covered a similar one on her thumb. 
They had no idea where they came 
from. 

Gail stops her story several 
times. She fears that if it sounds too 
weird, she will invalidate her expe¬ 
rience. And she doesn’t want gov¬ 
ernment investigators knocking on 
her door to ask questions. She is 
caught between wanting to spread 
the ETs message, and fearing the 
repercussions. 

Sprinkle knows the pains of go¬ 
ing public with ET tales. He re¬ 
signed his tenured professorship af¬ 
ter the National Enquirer printed 
the headline, “Space Aliens Abduct¬ 
ed Me as a Child ... Claims College 
Professor.” 

But he wanted to tell others 
about the message he received as a 
young boy. It surfaced during a 
1980 hypnotic session. A tall alien in 
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a one-piece suit put a hand on his 
shoulder and said, “Leo, leam to 
read and write well so that when 
you grow up, you can help other 
people leam more about their pur¬ 
pose in life.” 

Gail’s experiences are not 
unique, nor should they be feared, 
Sprinkle says. He hears many more 
each year at the annual conference 
he hosts for folks who say they have 
been abducted by aliens or have 
other UFO experiences. So has 
Harder. His Society for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Civilization, a non¬ 
profit organization devoted to study- 
ing how ETs affect our lives, 
sponsored the forum Saturday in 
Berkeley. 

Gail’s physical description of the 
aliens falls among the 20 most often 
described, Harder says. Nearly 95 
percent of the encounters he has 
documented were friendly. 

“These are not angels or devils 
or time travelers,” Salter says. 
“They are similar to us, but a good 
evolutionary jump ahead. They have 
the same range of emotions that we 
do. Some people have even seen 
them bickering with their leaders, 
so they’re not a totalitarian system.” 

Others aren’t so friendly. Stories 
of aliens drawing blood or sperm 
samples, taking skin scrapings, and 
performing vaginal exams are not 
uncommon. 

But what about the folks who see 
them? Still saddled with the image 
of a bug-eyed loner on the edge 
town? Harder presented findings 
from interviews with 115 people to 
an American Psychological Associa¬ 
tion meeting in 1976. He found most 
to be well-educated and above aver¬ 
age socio-economically. Another 
study by Julie Parnell, a counseling 
psychologist who works with Sprin¬ 
kle, found 225 abductees to be basi¬ 
cally sane folks. 

But why do so many of the sight¬ 
ings occur in remote, rural places 
like Montana? Why don't we ever 
hear about a spacecraft landing in 
broad daylight on the comer of Yg- 
nacio Valley Road and North Main 
Street? 

“Think about it from your per¬ 
spective,” Harder says. “If they had 
a very public landing, it would be all 
tabloid journalism. Scaring people 
half to death might not be the way 
to influence people." 


ISLANDER, Pensacola Beach, FL - Oct. 23, 1992 

Pensacola Skywatchers Spot 
Familiar Rings Of Lights 

by Bland Pugh 


The G ulf Breeze Research Team 
has continued to get reports from 
different locations, both in Gulf 
Breeze, and Pensacola of UFO 
sightings. The problem that we are 
having is that they are not coming in 
on the Hotline but are being told to us 
second hand from friends or relatives 
of the witnesses. The sightings have 
been reported as follows: 

Around Oct. 2 a lady living in 
the western side of Pensacola reported 
seeing a "ring of red lights," sound 
familiar? Then another report comes 
from the eastern side of Pensacola, 
near the "Bluffs," where several 
people spotted a row of "green "lights. 
Just two nights ago a MUFON mem¬ 
ber, and his wife were looking out 
their balcony doors overlooking East 
Bay when they also spotted a large 
white ball of light, similar in color. 

The GBRT has seen several 
bright lights that have appeared sud¬ 
denly moving towards them very high 
in the sky for about 8 to 10 seconds 
before disappearing. As a matter of 
fact I was a S horel ine Park about 9:00 
p.m. on Tuesday night, when one of 
the skywatchers pointed out a very 
large yellowish or white light, that 
was moving towards us. I watched it 


for approximately 1 to 1 1/2 minutes 
through binoculars, before it faded 
ouL I continued to watch for the 
telltale flashing or strobe, which 
never came. I must say I really was 
hoping that it would turn ruby red, 
and shoot something out of it, but it 
was not to be. My guess is that I was 
a witness to the passing of a satellite, 
as it was rotating and reflected the 
sun off of a portion of it's surface. 
Not to say that is what the other 
GBRT members saw, it's only a 
guess on my part as to what I wit¬ 
nessed. 

1 guess, the point that I am 
making is that we are not getting the 
same response on our Hotline that we 
once were. It is difficult to investi¬ 
gate any sighting when itcomes to us 
second hand, for several reasons, 
usually the witnesses have forgotten 
many of the details, and have talked 
to many other people and by the time 
we are able to talk to them, they have 
either gotten the facts confused or 
have forgotten many small detail* 
mat are always very important utgpi 
investigation. So remember, if you 
havea sighting please call our Hotline 
al438-3261. Remember, keep look¬ 
ing up, and behind you. 
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Taking UFO. s for Credit, and for Real 


By MICHAEL deCOURCY HINDS 

Special to The New York Times 

PHILADEL¬ 
PHIA, Oct. 27 — 
Every fall semes¬ 
ter at Temple Uni¬ 
versity, Prof. Da¬ 
vid M. Jacobs exposes himself to ridi¬ 
cule by teaching a course entitled 
“Unidentified Flying Objects in 
American Society.” This year he 
made himself more vulnerable by as¬ 
serting in a book that extra-terres¬ 
trials are among us and doing vile 
things. 

“We have been invaded,” he 
writes. “They want human sperm 
and eggs.” 

Such theories, he admits, make 
most people laugh or call him an em¬ 
barrassment to the university. But 
many faculty members strongly 
support him, if only because of their 
commitment to academic freedom, 
and students sign up for his class in 
droves and give it superlative ratings 
in questionnaires. 

Professor Jacobs, a historian, 
graduated from U.C.L.A. and earned 
his Ph D. in history from the Univer¬ 
sity of Wisconsin, where he wrote his 
doctoral thesis about the U.F.O. phe¬ 
nomenon. Having spent nearly a third 
of his 50 years on this planet separat¬ 
ing U.F.O. fact from U.F.O. fiction, he 
is the first to admit his findings sound 
incredible. A corkboard in his clut¬ 
tered Temple office, for example, fea¬ 
tures clippings from supermarket 
tabloids with headlines like “Alien 
Kidnappers Seek Human Blood and 
Body Parts, Warn Experts.” 


So what is the difference between 
aliens seeking blood and aliens seek¬ 
ing sperm and eggs? Research, says 
Professor Jacobs. And his book, “Se¬ 
cret Life: Firsthand Accounts of UFO 
Abductions” (Simon & Schuster, 
1992), has a glowing introduction by 
Dr. John E. Mack, a professor of psy¬ 
chiatry at Harvard Medical School. 
Professor Jacobs had “made his case 
well,” Dr. Mack writes. 


Using hypnosis, Professor Jacobs 
interviewed about 60 people who say 
they were kidnapped and sexually ex¬ 
ploited by aliens in several hundred 
encounters. Their stories are amaz¬ 
ingly similar. They tell of “small be¬ 
ings” and “taller beings” from 2 feet 
to 5 feet tall with big heads, huge eyes 
and leathery gray skin. They do not 
talk but communicate telepathically, 
the people say. 

The “beings,” they say, kidnap 
men and women at night or at other 
times when the victims will not be 
missed, then put them into a trance, 
give them medical examinations, ex¬ 
tract sperm or eggs, and sometimes 


Students are told 
of aliens who 
kidnap. 


implant or remove alien-human em¬ 
bryos. 

Millions of Americans may have 
been abducted, Professor Jacobs 
theorizes, but most of them know only 
a residual feeling of anxiety and de¬ 
pression akin to post-traumatic 
stress disorder. “I want to be wrong,” 
he said of his theory, adding he would 
“weep with joy" if there were no 
aliens around. 

Professor Jacobs, who teaches a 
variety of history courses, has taught 
the one-semester U.F.O. course since 
1977. The course, which attracts 
about 75 students, concludes with the 
study of his research on abductions. 

“I am an easy target for ridicule,” 
Professor Jacobs said. “But this is a 
serious course about a serious sub¬ 
ject, and students take it seriously 
and get serious grades.” 

During a recent class, students 
paid rapt attention as Professor Ja¬ 
cobs described how a scholarly com¬ 


mittee in the late 1960’s was commis¬ 
sioned bv the Air Force to investigate 
reported U.F.O. sightings. Instead, he 
said, committee members conspired 
to discount the validity of the sight¬ 
ings. 

“1 love it," Gregory Webb, a sopho¬ 
more, said at the end of class. 

But Lou Teller, a senior, was skep¬ 
tical. “I feel he is trying to sell us his 
view on U.F.O.’s because he discounts 
everyone else’s work,” he said. 


Among themselves, some profes¬ 
sors have questioned whether Tem¬ 
ple’s curriculum should include a 
three-credit course discussing sup¬ 
posed sexual abuse by aliens. But ac¬ 
ademic freedom has triumphed. 

“I don’t see David proselytizing, 
and as long as that is the case, I will 
continue to support him,” said James 
W. Hilty, chairman of the history de¬ 
partment. He recently nominated 
Professor Jacobs for promotion, to 
full professor of history from associ¬ 
ate professor on the basis of “Secret 
Life” and numerous articles on 
U.F.O.’s. “It’s an important body of 
work, and he has shown courage in 
pursuing it,” Professor Hilty said. 

Other faculty members think Pro¬ 
fessor Jacobs’s book and course are 
nonsense. “Faculty members talk 
about it a lot and say it’s really odd¬ 
ball stuff,” said Prof. Philip R. Yan- 
nella, director of the department of 
American studies. “But I wouldn’t 
want to be in the position of canceling 
the course just because it advocated 
a strange position.” 

Prof. Julia A. Ericksen, until re¬ 
cently the university’s acting provost 
with responsibility for curriculum, 
said: “The most troubling complaints 
were two letters saying that the peo¬ 
ple Professor Jacobs had interviewed 
for his book had to be mentally ill, and 
that it was irresponsible for him to 
encourage their fantasies rather than 
getting them treatment.” 

But then again, Professor Ericksen 
said, “People didn’t believe Coperni¬ 
cus either.” 
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Investigators Check UFO 
Daytime Sighting 

by Bland Pugh 


You guessed it folks the UFO is 
back and doing well, at least for this 
week anyway. On Friday evening, 
around 6:30 Miss June (this individu¬ 
als name is being withheld at her 
request, as well as that or her family) 
was arriving home, as she pulled into 
her driveway, She happened to look 
over her house, and what appeared to 
be a circular craft, seemed to rise 
very rapidly from behind her home. 
As the UFO rose it seemed to rotate 
over onto its back and level off, it 
was becoming obscured by tree limbs 
prior to disappearing. The object 
literally popped out of sight This 
sighting lasted only seconds, how¬ 
ever, it will remain with Miss June 
for quite sometime. You see this is 
not the first sighting this lady has had 
from almost the same identical loca¬ 
tion, the only difference is six years. 

MUFON investigators have been 
on the scene, and are conducting an 
on going investigation. At this point 
we are trying to put some pieces 
together, Geiger counters, and mag¬ 
netic detection devices were used to 
determine if there was any residue, 
so far the only physical thing we have 
been able to detect is the extremely 
strong magnetic vortex around the 
area. There is a very small pond 
located behind the house, there seems 
to have been some type of distur¬ 
bance on the bottom of the pond. 
Core, water, along with vegetation 
samples will be analyzed. 

This investigation iscontinuing, 
further testing will be taking place 
for the next several days. 

Again we’ve had visits from our 


neighbors tothe North, Canada...Tom 
Theofanous of Toronto, Ontario an 
independent investigator and mem¬ 
ber of MUFON visited the area with 
Mike Christol of Owensboro, Ken¬ 
tucky, also an independent investiga¬ 
tor. I had the opportunity to spend 
several pleasant hours with Tom and 
Mike at .Shoreline Park on Friday 
evening, well into Saturday tfrdffilng, 
wedfecutMd many ongoing cases 
and muebof the phenomenon in other 
parts of the country and world. It's 
always a pleasure to sit down with 
fellow investigators and talk shop. 
My friends, UFO's are not just in 
Northwest Florida. We discussed the 
Canadian ’’Craft Landing" case dis¬ 
cussed by Bob Oeschler at his lecture 
here in June of'92, "The Chesapeake 
Connection". Tom was involved with 
Bob on this case. Mike has a BBS 
dedicated to UFO and paranormal 
investigation. His BBS number isl 
(502)683-3826. Ifanyof you decide 
to call in on the BBS, how about 
getting back with me and let me know 
how you like it so that I can pass the 
information on to Mike. 

Speaking of BBS's there is anew 
one coming on line in Ft. Walton that 
is also going to be dedicated to UFO's 
and other paranormal subjects. As 
this one is not up and running yet, as 
soon as Paul gets it running I will pass 
on the number to you. 

Keep Looking Up...and around 
behind you, and remember if you 
have seen anything unusual or that 
you can’t explain, please call our 
hotlineat438-3261. Remember strict 
confidentiality is observed. Alta boy 
& ditto's Joe. 
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Is anybody out there? 


Common shapes for UFOs 



Disc-shaped with dome 


The most common 
shape sighted by 



Pyramid-shaped 


UFOs sightings spark debate 
among believers and skeptics 


By MARY AVERILL 

Daily Telegram Staff Writer 

LENAWEE — For about a 
hundred years, people have been re¬ 
porting seeing objects flying through 
the sky they could not identify. 

There was the “Great Airship 
Wave” of 1896-97, in which people 
claimed to see cigar-shaped airships 
— well before the Wright brothers 
successfully flew their first heavier- 
than-air machine. 

In more recent times, people have 
reported seeing Unidentified Flying 
Objects (UFOs) in the form of disc¬ 
shaped oraftwith domes on top, as 
well as boomerang- and pyramid¬ 
shaped objects. 

The controversy rages, and book 
and television shows detail the 
viewpoints of two very different 
camps. 

Some people believe they have 
seen craft which possibly could be 
from an alien planet or part of secret 
governmental experiments. 

Others say that though people may 
well have seen something unusual in 
the sky, either it was misinterpreted 
or there is a logical explanation for it 
which has nothing to do with aliens. 

One thing's for sure — UFOs are a 
fascinating topic. 

During the Mutual UFO Net¬ 
work’s eighth annual National UFO 
Information Week (Aug. 9-15), 
members of the international organi¬ 
zation are informing the public abeot 
their ongoing research of UFO 
phenomena. 


Virginia Tilly, a Grand Rapids re¬ 
sident and MUFON bopd member, 
said in a recent interview that she 
didn’t know of any UFO sightings in 
Lenawee County, but “there have 
been a number in the southeastern 
part of the state," including “the fam¬ 
ous ones back in April of ’66 (in 
Hillsdale).” 

“People saw things on or near the 
ground, and above the trees — clear 
objects,” she said. “Hundreds of peo¬ 
ple saw them. It went on for a couple 
of days.” 

After investigating the Hillsdale 
incident, the U.S. Air Force con¬ 
cluded that the sightings were optical 
illusions created by swamp gas. 

Private investigator Hugh Nivison 
was a member of the Hillsdale police 
force in 1966. Though he did not see 
the UFO himself, he said recendy 
that, judging from what others who 
had seen it told him, he does not be¬ 
lieve it was swamp gas. He said he’s 
not sure that it was an alien space¬ 
craft, either — he just doesn’t know 
what it was. 

“From what they described to me, 
it was right over the (Hillsdale Col¬ 
lege) arboretum. It henrerat there 
quite some lime with various lights. 
The Air Force said it was swamp gas. 
But swamp gas would be down to the 
ground, not up in the trees.” 

“Swamp gas is just a cop out,” Ni¬ 
vison continued. “(The Air Force) 
doesn T know the answer to it, so they 
just knock it down. There’s too many 
unanswered questions.” 

Another former member of the 


Hillsdale police force, Jerry Wise, re¬ 
ported seeing UFOs on five different 
nights while patrolling the area over 
a six-month period in 1966. 

Wise said he and another patrol of¬ 
ficer were within 100 feet of one 
UFO. 

“It was a disc — a saucer-shaped 
deal with a raised part which would 
be a cabin,” he recalled recently. 

Eugene Herbiner, professor emer¬ 
itus and former director of the Hill¬ 
sdale College chemistry department, 
talked about the episode during a re¬ 
cent phone interview. 

‘There were a bunch of people 
who swore they saw (UFOs),” he 
said, including his son. 

However, Herbiner was skeptical 
then and remains skeptical now. He 
agreed that methane gas, which is 
said to glow, could have risen from a 
swampy area near the arboretum. 

“1 laughed at the whole thing at the 
time,” he said. “I think it was mass 
hypnosis or something.” 

MUFON’s Tilly said a sighting 
also occurred in 1991 southwest of 
Flint. 

‘Two young women were driving 
in a rural area southwest of Flint. 
They had seen a craft, quite a low 
one, over a farmer’s field. It was a 
classic UFO report,” she said. ‘The 
investigator checked with the farmer. 
It turned out he had seen it too, while 
he was out plowing one day.” 

Tilly says she saw UFOs in 1967 
and 1988 near St. Joseph. During the 
first one, she said, she was a college 
student, driving along U.S. 31 at 


night 

“I saw a very bright light above the 
trees,” she said, explaining that she 
assumed the object was a plane until 
she saw that it wasn’t moving. 

When she got closer, she said she 
could see that “it was a classic UFO 
shape, about 250 feet high, tilted 
slightly with a dome on top. On the 
perimeter were a series of lights, and 
underneath in the center an intense 
beam of light.” 

“A lot of people saw it that night,” 
she said. 

Ironically, Tilly, who had always 
been interested in UFOs, had no de¬ 
sire to stop and get a better look. 

She said she later learned that was 
typical behavior among those who 
had sighted UFOs. 

She said that as people approached 
the UFOs during the Hillsdale sight¬ 
ings, “they suddenly had this over¬ 
whelming feeling of‘I don’t want to 
do this.’ They would turn around, 
walk away, get back in their cars and 
leave.” 

During her second sighting, how¬ 
ever, she grabbed a camera and bino¬ 
culars, but as she got fairly near the 
object, she said, “it just suddenly 
blinked out.” 

“Michigan has always had a dis¬ 
proportionately high percentage of 
sightings for the U.S.,” Tilly said. 

She said she had no explanation 
for this, but MUFON researchers 
theorize that UFOs may indeed be 
alien spacecraft which have chosen 
to visit Michigan because it is visible 
from a great distance since it is sur¬ 
rounded by the Great Lakes. 

Another theory about Michigan’s 
alleged appeal to aliens, she said, is 
the proliferation of nuclear power 
plants along the shores of the Great 
Lakes. 

“(Alien beings) seem to be very in¬ 
terested in our nuclear capabilities,” 
she said. 

Barry Karr of the Committee for 
the Scientific Investigation of Claims 
of the Paranormal said that he and 
other CSICOP members do not be¬ 
lieve aliens have anything to do with 
such UFO sightings. 

“Nobody’s denying that people 
see things in the sky that they can’t 
explain, but it doesn't automatically 
mean it’s from outer space. There 
isn’t good evidence that anything 
from other planets is visiting us.” 

“It doesn’t mean these people are 
lying,” Karr continued. “Perceptions 
and memories become distorted and 
embellished... and reporting UFOs is 
part of our culture. We have expecta¬ 
tions of what a UFO (should look) 
like.” 

Joe Noffsinger, a professor of 
astronomy at Adrian College, said 
that while “there are some things that 
haven’t been identified that have 
been seen, there’s nothing out there 
that leads me to believe that alien 
spacecraft or cultures are coming 
down to us.” 

Philip J. Klass, an aerospace jour¬ 
nalist who has spent 26 years investi¬ 
gating UFOs, said there is “abso¬ 
lutely no scientifically credible evi¬ 
dence indicating we have alien 
spaceships in our skies...99 percent 
of the people who investigate UFOs 
want to believe UFOs are alien 
spaceships.” 

He said that people often mistake 
planets, re-entering satellites and 
military craft refueling operations for 
alien spacecraft. 

“People don’t have to be crazy (to 
think they see UFOs) — there’s all 
kinds of interesting lights in the night 
sky," said Klass, who has authored 
several books, including UFOs 
Explained. 

Not only are people talking about 
sighting UFOs, some say they have 
been abducted and physically exa¬ 
mined by alien beings. 

Author Whitley Strieber detailed 
his alleged abduction experience in 
both a book and subsequent movie 
tilled “Communion.” 

MUFON's Tilly, a friend of 
Strieber’s, said he is “definitely an 
abductee,” but added that she feels he 
fictionalized his story somewhat for 
the benefit of book and movie sales. 


However, MUFON reports that, 
according to a recent national survey, 
at least 3.7 million adult Americans 
may have experienced UFO 
abductions. 

Tilly said she has investigated ab¬ 
out 130 abduction cases in Michigan 
since 1986, some involving “whole 
families.” 

“Our culture says that no such 
thing exists, yet there are millions of 
people who are being abducted and 
being subjected to physical exams by 
unknown entities,” she said. 

“1 don’t think anyone remembers 
all of the experience,” she said, but 
many say they recall being the sub¬ 
ject of physical, psychological and 
neurological examinations. 

According to Tilly, signs that 
these examinations have occurred in¬ 
clude “unexplained scars that no one 
can account for” such as a “scoop 
mark” where something like a “mini 
ice cream scoop was put into the 
body and several inches of tissue 
removed.” 

Some people have said they saw 
alien beings during their abductions, 
she said, and their descriptions usu¬ 
ally are similar. 

Tilly said the aliens usually are de¬ 
scribed as being 3'A to 4 feet tall, and 
having frail bodies with long, thin 
arms, legs and fingers. They are said 
to have extremely large heads, she 
said, and “very large black eyes — 
many people suspect those might be 
some sort of protective covering.” 
The alleged aliens have small noses 
and mouths, and “ears usually are not 
observed.” 

Some people who believe they 
have been abducted have reported 
that the aliens’ skin color is gray, 
while others say it is tan or green. 

Some of those who report oeing 
abducted have doubted their own 
sanity afterward, Tilly said. 

“People are really traumatized — 
their own family doesn’t believe it. 
Many have sought professional help 
and they have been very badly 
treated by the mental health com¬ 
munity,” she said. 

And according to Jerry Wise, 
many of the people who said they 
saw the same UFOs that he did in the 
1960s now refute their stories. 

‘The people that do see them deny 
it a short time later because they’ve 
been ridiculed and figure it isn’t 
worth it," he said. 

Author Klass likened groups of 
people who believe they have been 
abducted by aliens to a “cult with 
very dangerous consequences.” 

“People who get involved with 
this cult are condemning themselves 
and their families to completely 
needless fears and fantasies,” he said. 

Class said that if such abductions 
were actually occurring, they would 
be a matter of national even world, 
security. Yet none of these cases 
have ever been reported to the FBI, 
he said. 

Tilly indicated that the govern¬ 
ment covers up the UFO-related in¬ 
formation that it has. She said MU¬ 
FON attempts to obtain this informa¬ 
tion for their investigations through 
the Freedom of Information Act and 
court proceedings. 

Judges often disallow access to 
documents “in the interest of national 
security,” she said, and when access 
to governmental reports is obtained, 
“many pages of the documents have 
everything blacked out.” 

The government could have sev¬ 
eral different reasons for keeping 
UFO-related information to itself; 
she said. 

After sightings of boomerang- 
shaped UFOs in California, “there 
was speculation that they were ex¬ 
perimental U.S. government craft,” 
she said, adding "there’s certainly a 
possibility that it’s a (government) 
experiment.” 

And there are other theories. 

“If our government admitted this 
is true (that spacecraft from alien 
planets have been sighted here), then 

(continued on page 8) "] 
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they’d also admit they do not control 
airspace over the U.S. We're spend¬ 
ing billions of dollars for the m il itary, 
yet they are not even able to control 
our airspace,” Tilly said. She added 
that people probably would want to 
know why the government is not do¬ 
ing anything about the abductions. 

“I don’t belive the government has 
a conspiracy to cover up UFOs,” said 
CSICOP's Karr. He said he believes 
blacked-out rages on documents ob¬ 
tained from the government really do 
represent information that could jeo¬ 
pardize national security if made 
available to the general public, su*h 
as location of radar. 

According to Tilly, there are some 
governmental officials who are inter¬ 
ested in learning more about UFO 
phenomena. 

“(Some) Congressmen have been 
receptive recently to starting a new 
investigation,” she said. 


PIONEER PRESS, St. Paul, 
MN - Aug. 20, 1992 

Prof professes 
to remember 
4 abductions 

DAVID HAWLEY STAFF WRITER 


J ohn Salter, a professor of Indian 
studies at the University of North 
Dakota in Grand Forks, has been 
fascinated by UFOs since 1988 — 
since March 20, 1988, to be pre¬ 
cise. 

On that date, Salter says he and 
his 23-year-old son were abducted 
by aliens while driving through 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. Some 
months later, Salter says he sud¬ 
denly realized that the 1988 en¬ 
counter was just one alien visit 
among many. 

' ' I t ’ s 
called emer¬ 
gence re¬ 
call,” Salter 
says. “I re¬ 
membered 
three previ¬ 
ous incidents 
- 1957 in 


Do you think you 
might have been 
abducted by 
aliens? Take a 
five-question quiz 
to find out. 

Pqge X. 

central Arizona, 1952 in Arizona 
and 1941 in Kansas, when I was 7 
years old.” 

Salter, 58, now teaches a popu¬ 
lar class on UFOs at the Universi¬ 
ty of North Dakota, where he has 
been a full professor since 1981. 
He says he’s happy that aliens se¬ 
lected him as a contact. He also 
says he expects some people to 
doubt his story. 

And he doesn't care. 

"We see this as being a very 
friendly kind of thing — non¬ 
threatening, non-sinister — part of 
a long-term sensitizing process de¬ 
signed to familiarize members of 
the human race with their neigh¬ 
bors in the solar neighborhood,” 
Salter says. 

During his 1957 encounter, Salt¬ 
er says aliens performed medical 
procedures on him and took sperm 
samples. ‘‘I’m not at all concerned 
that they did it," he adds. 

In fact, Salter says he benefited 
medically from his most recent 
encounter. ”1 have noticed 24 
physiological changes,” he says. 
These include improved energy, 
the disappearance of wrinkles and 
a complete absence of cold or flu 
infections since 1988 

Salter also credits the encounter 


CITIZEN, Austin, TX - Aug. 21, 1992 


Confessions of a bogus UFO captive 


“My name is Mark, and I was 
once abducted by a UFO.” 

That's what I was prepared to 
say when my turn came. I figured if 
you attend a support group meeting 
for UFO abductees, you’d better 
have a story. 

As it turned out, I didn't need a 
story. Storyless people were wel¬ 
come at Austin's first UFO support 
group meeting held last week at the 
Austin History Center. All that was 
asked that no cameras or recorders 
be used. Oh, and they wanted to 
use first names only. 

I picked up right away on the 
first name stipulation. We're talk¬ 
ing some weird stories here. While 
not all of the 50 people in atten¬ 
dance had abductee accounts, there 
was enough stuff being tossed 
around to get you labeled, canned 
and shelved. 

Of course, you need to under¬ 
stand that this was an “open” 
meeting for those with UFO con¬ 
cerns. It was bound to attract a few 
oddities. I don't care if it’s a meet¬ 
ing of baseball card enthusiasts, 
table leg makers or people who 
love the color orange, there are 
going to be one or two nelless 
aerial performers show up. 

The most peculiar thing I dis¬ 
covered about this group was the 
fact that no one scofTed at any of 
the stories. You could've said, “My 
name is Beepo and I'm from the 
planet Zioptron ” and I guarantee 
you, apart from me, not a soul 
would've laughed at you. 

I'm not saying they would've 



believed you. They just would've 
shown you respect for showing 
up...and opening up. 

Many of those who did open up, 
expressed a distrust for the gov¬ 
ernment's handling of the UFO 
phenomenon. Some said they had 
talked to military officials who pri¬ 
vately confirm contact with aliens, 
but publicly see everything as 
swamp gas. 

There was one thing that sur¬ 
faced during the meeting I consider 
of notable importance. I have 
placed it in my “I told you so” file. 
Those in the know claim that on 
October 12 something of UFO sig¬ 
nificance might take place. If it 
does, I told you so. If it doesn't, I 
can't believe you fell for iL 

Of course, none of what I'm 
telling you had anything to do with 
the reason for the meeting. The real 
purpose was to provide under¬ 
standing and support for those who 
profess to having been abducted by 
alien beings. About a third of those 
present said they had been ab¬ 
ducted. 

Most of the abductees said the 
occurrences took place during their 
youth. Of course, one person men¬ 
tioned an encounter six months 
ago: another had one the day be¬ 


fore: and one lady had an encounter 
during the 10 minute smoking 
break. 

The smoking break lady said 
that she received a mental message 
and was asked to relay iL She had 
jotted the message on a tablet and 
read it to the group. 

The message was uplifting. We 
were told that the aliens come in 
many forms and that we should 
“continue to seek.” They are here 
to do good, and that each of us is 
our own UFO experience. She lost 
me on the last part. 

When she finished reading the 
message, the guy sitting behind her 
called her a “Pollyanna." He said 
that the aliens are not here for our 
own good. "They're hostile as 
hell!” he said. 

Not to worry, though. The man 
is in the process of getting a patent 
on a device that will help us take 
care of the problem. That's com¬ 
forting as all get out. 

As it turned out, only a few of 
the accounts sparked my eye- 
rolling tendencies. Most of the sto¬ 
ries were similar to what I had 
read. Several people described be¬ 
ings akin to the ones mentioned in 
Whitley Strieber's book, 
"Communion.” In fact, Strieber's 
book is what 'caused a few 
“abductees” to try to come to grips 
with their “time lost” experiences. 

Some claim that the incidents 
had lain dormant in their minds for 
years. They always sensed some¬ 
thing had happened, but could not 
connect any of the dots. It was only 


after hearing or reading of the 
claims of others, or during hypno¬ 
sis, that their episodes surfaced. 

One lady remarked that she 
wasn't convinced that the visitors 
who contacted her were extrater¬ 
restrial. She just knows that they 
were nonhuman. She hopes, as all 
did, that more people will come 
forward to tell their stories. They 
believe that with enough dots, per¬ 
haps the picture will come to focus. 

Needless to say, I didn't buy all 
that I heard that afternoon. How¬ 
ever, I did go away with a feeling 
that there were a number of people 
in that room who actually experi¬ 
enced a phenomenon they cannot 
explain. These individuals ap¬ 
peared genuinely troubled, and 
sought understanding from those 
who had like experience. 

They were not seeking notoriety 
or publicity. And, though it makes 
for interesting reading, they cer¬ 
tainly don’t care, nor need, to be 
ridiculed by a newspaper colum- 
nisL 

They're looking for help. 
They're hoping for answers. That's 
what support groups are for. 

Personally, I don't have any an¬ 
swers. I do, however, find limited 
comfort in the words of my favorite 
philosopher, John Walton, who 
said, “Life is a sacred mystery 
John Boy.” 

That it is. That it is. 

Mark Hayter is a regional 
columnist. 


with enabling him to stop smoking 
in just one day. 

The 1988 encounter occurred 
while Salter and his son were driv¬ 
ing to a civil-rights rally in Louisi¬ 
ana. During the drive, Salter says, 
he and his son experienced “sever¬ 
al episodes of gentle double amne¬ 
sia, the longest lasting about 90 
minutes.” 

The following day, on a stretch 
of highway near Peoria, HI., the 
two sighted a large shimmering 
UFO shaped something like the 
traditional flying saucer. “It came 
to 200 yards in front of us, hesitat¬ 
ed to give us a good look, then shot 
off," Salter says. "We were left 
with a friendly feeling.” 

Months later, Salter says he sud¬ 
denly experienced a vivid recol¬ 
lection of actually meeting the 
aliens in 1988. He says he did not 
share his specific memories with 
his son, but waited several months 
until his son spontaneously experi¬ 
enced his own return of memory. 

Salter says he has heard from 
hundreds of other alien abductees 
during the past four years. “I’d 
say 95 percent of them are 
rational, and virtually all consider 
that they had friendly encounters,” 
he says. “All sorts of people have 
experienced this, and their stories 
are remarkably similar.” 

Salter's conclusion: “If I were 
summarizing my view, it would be 
that no intelligent life is alien to 
me.” 


HAVE YOU BEEN 
ABDUCTED BY 
ALIENS? 

Is it possible that you 
were abducted by aliens, 
but can't remember the en¬ 
counter? 

According to Dennis Sta¬ 
cy, a UFO researcher from 
Texas, you may be among 
3.7 million Americans who 
have been abducted — if 
you give a positive answer 
to four of these five ques¬ 
tions: 

■ Have you ever awakened 
paralyzed, sensing that a 
strange person or entity is 
present in the room? 

■ Have you ever lost an hour 
or more of time without be¬ 
ing able to remember why or 
where you have been? 

■ Have you ever felt that you 
were actually flying through 
the air, though you didn't 
know how or why? 

■ Have you ever seen un¬ 
usual lights or balls of light 
In a room without knowing 
what is causing them? 

■ Have you ever found puz¬ 
zling scars on your body that 
cannot be explained? 

Source: Fate Magazine. Septem¬ 
ber issue, published by Llewellyn 
Worldwide Ltd., St. Paul. 


UNION LEADER, Manchester, NH - Oct. 1A, 1992 CR: D. Bradley 

Strange Lights Reported Over Concord 

Police in Concord received about 10 reports and Manchester 
police one call about odd-looking bright lights in the sky about 7 
last night. 

The National Weather Service, asked by police, at first said it 
might be the way the moon was shining through the clouds. 

However, the weather man changed his mind after looking at 
Tht ^kv and finding no odd light from the moon. 

N ’ one has, officially, suggested flying saucers 


NEWS TRIBUNE, Tacoma, WA - Sept. 5, 1992 

Right of ‘mystery’ plane 
leaves many questions 
for Pentagon to answer 


By Mark Sauter 

The News Tribune 


The report of a near collision 
last month between a mysterious 
aircraft and a packed 747 could 
bring some unwanted scrutiny to 
the Pentagon, and perhaps even 
The Boeing Co. 

The mystery plane may have 
been part of a “black” (secret) 
weapons development project, per¬ 
haps involving Boeing, experts say. 

In addition to the safety issues 
posed by the near collision, critics 
say the very existence of such 
mystery aircraft raises questions 
about congressional control over 
the estimated $35 billion being 
spent by the government each year 
on classified weapons projects and 
intelligence operations. 

The incident seemed to surprise 
Rep. Norm Dicks (D- 
Bremerton), whose work on the 
House Appropriations and Intel¬ 
ligence committees involves over¬ 
sight of some classified projects. 

Dicks pledged to investigate the 
incident. “I’m going to have to 
check into it,” the congressman 
said. 

An analyst lor a Washington, 
DC., research organization often 
critical of the Pentagon said if the 
mystery craft were part of a mili¬ 
tary project, it may have been 
kept secret even from Congress. 

Steven Aftergood of the Federa¬ 
tion of American Scientists helped 
write a study earlier this year con¬ 
cluding that the Pentagon probably 
is developing secret aircraft. 

‘Tf these (aircraft) programs ex¬ 
ist, someone is lying. And the pub¬ 
lic is being Wept in the dark about 
how its money is spent ” Aftergood 
said. 

According to the Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administration, the near colli 
sion occurred over Southern Cali¬ 


fornia on Aug. 5, when the crew of 
a United Airlines 747 en route to 
London reported that an unusual 
and unscheduled aircraft had 
zipped by within 1,000 feet of their 
widebody jet. 

The unidentified aircraft was de¬ 
scribed as having a jteefc, wingless 
body about 50 feet long and looked 
something like a miniature version 
of the now-retired SR-71 spy plane. 
The description that does not fit 
known aircraft. 

There have been numerous press 
reports of the military flying se¬ 
cret spy planes in California and 
Britain. But Pentagon spokesman 
Lt. Col. Dave Gamer denied the 
mystery aircraft was part of a 
“black” (secret) military project 

"Thai wasn’t one of ours — not 
to suggest we have black pro¬ 
grams, ’ Gamer said. 

Yet the respected magazine Avi¬ 
ation Week and Space Technology, 
which first reported the August in¬ 
cident, also has claimed that a 
number of “black” military air¬ 
craft may now be under develop¬ 
ment. 

The magazine said an aircraft 
similar to the one involved in the 
747 incident was spotted last Janu¬ 
ary being shipped from the Lock¬ 
heed company’s secret develop¬ 
ment center in California to Boeing 
Field aboard an Air Force C-5 
transport jet. 

The information suggested a pos¬ 
sible joint project between the 
companies on some sort of classi¬ 
fied flying machine. “I can’t con¬ 
firm or deny that report,” said 
Boeing spokesman Tom Koehler. 

The Air Line Pilots Association 
reportedly is investigating the safe¬ 
ty implications of the California 
incident, but the FAA says it doc 
not plan an investigation, in part 
because no one will admit operat 
ing or owning the mysterious an 
craft. 








ISLANDER, Pensacola Beach, FL - Sept. 25, 1992 


Anglers Mystified By 
Speeding, Glowing Object 

by Bland Pugh 


Here are two sighung reports by 
the same couple, they are very inter¬ 
esting and I thought I would pass 
them along. 

"We are avid fishing enthusi¬ 
asts. We were fishing here one bright 
starlit evening when it happened, 
suddenly we heard a sound directly 
overhead. It was a sound much like 
when a welders' torch is aimed on, 
although notquite as sharp ...Plop!... 
Simultaneously and instantly the 
wholearea, for a great distance around 
us, was lighted bright as day. 

Looking upward in amazement, 
we both saw an enormous round white 
light which remained motionless and 
soundless, as it hovered right above 
us. It almost seemed that we could 
touch it.. we felt no heat. For several 
seconds it quietly illuminated the 
ground around us. We could not see 
any person or identifiable object be¬ 
hind the white glow of the light, as ft 
hovered directly over our heads, but 
we had in uncanny feeling, and yet it 
was a real feeling. Somebody or 
something was intently watching us, 

I don't know how long we stayed 
there as we stared spellbound and 
speechless. 

Speeds Away 

In an instant the light, in a tre¬ 
mendous burst of speed, started to 
ascend. There was no audible sound 
and the air did not stir. The light 
traveled nearly straight upwards, at a 
fantastic speed, to a point high in the 
Northern Sky, where without a split 
second pause, it made an abngx square 
turn westwards. The figure [seven] 
describes the path the object took, as 
it disappeared in the clear Northwest 
evening sky. 

In the ensuing silence that fol¬ 
lowed, after the disappearance of the 
object, a feeling of great reluctance 
and emptiness took over. We did not 
talk about what we had just seen." 

Quite some time passed between 
that first sighting and the next en¬ 
counter you are about to read, but 
remember this is the same couple. 

"Friends of ours, told us about 
sighting several [flying saucers]. 
They had seen two or more on some 
evenings. 

We voiced our interest and ex¬ 
pressed a desire to see the UFO's, if 
our friends ever saw them again. 

It was on a clear evening when 
we got a telephone call .. "Hurry 
over, they're here again!” 

Two Objects 

Quickly we put the camera and 
glasses into the car and drove over to 
our friends home. Three very excited 
children and their mother greeted us. 
The father had gone downtown and 
would return in a few minutes. "There 
are two of them! ...Everybody clam¬ 
ored .. "See, there is one directly east 
of us ... and one is over in the North¬ 
east." 

Looking through our glasses at 
the first one, and then the other 
object, we watched them for quite 
awhile. The father returned home 
and joined our noisy group. 

My wife and I wanted to get 
closer to one of the objects and per¬ 
haps get some pictures of it. The 
parents and children decided to stay 
at home so we got into our car and left 
them. 

We drove about three miles and 
stopped on the shoulder of the road. 
We were exacdy opposite the object, 
which appeared to be about a half of 
a mile north of us. Apparendy, it was 
stationary in the sky. Getting out of 
our car, we trained our glasses on it. 
The object, with a short cylindrical 
body, dome shaped top, and flat 
bottom, was turret shaped. 

The top glowed a blue-green 
color... the sides glowed white... and 
the bottom glowed red. We could 
hear no sound from it. 


Suddenly, a semicircle of white 
light glowed around the upper trim of 
the object ... The lights blinked on 
and off several times....Suddenly, 
while we were watching, it split 
completely apart.. in to separate pieces 
and then it went back together, form¬ 
ing a single object again. We were 
astonished! 

In the next second the object 
started a reverse circular movement, 
whirling around and around. In an 
instant it stopped. The semicircle of 
lights glowed on the tip and suddenly 
a shower of sparks erupted from each 
light. Each light looked like a 4th of 
July sparkler. Our amazement was 
unbounded. 

The object continued quite slowly 
eastwards. As it traveled, it stood 
top-side up. Then it tilted first for¬ 
ward, then backwards, then it lay on 
it's side. It was a demonstration that 
presented itself, as we watched! 

Wow... what a sighting report ... 
I think these people have seen ex¬ 
actly what we've been seeing, all of 
their descriptions match, either all of 
our sightings or most. As you know 
each sighting seems to be just a little 
different Maybe we could get this 
couple to come to one of our MUFON 
meetings and give us. a first hand 
accountof their sighting. Their names 
are Charles and Mae Dean Fiorita. 

Past History 

How many of you caught this 
little blurb in the Pensacola News- 
Journal? 

"Apparently the UFO's - uniden¬ 
tified flying objects - are real. And 
apparently many of the flying sau¬ 
cers have been hovering over the 
Pensacola Area. 

Many such reports have come to 
city desks the last several weeks - 
particularly on Wednesday nights. 

That's the reason a UFO watch 
has been set up, starting at 8:15 p.m. 
Wednesday at the bluffs on Scenic 
Highway - just across from the cem¬ 
etery overlooking the bay. 

You're invited." 

- Authur Cobb 

" Wanted: 
Information leading to the location of 
a flying saucer watcher, who walked 
into The Pensacola News-Journal 
editorial offices, some time after mid¬ 
night, three Saturday nights ago and 
claimed to have been taken for a ride 
in an unidentified flying object. 

If you weren't taking us for a 
ride, UFO passenger, drop back by. 
We need your story." 

Authur Cobb 

...There's only one problem, the 
people were from Moberly, MO., 
and the time of the first sighting was. 
1956, the second was in April of 
1967. Amazingly enough, if you will 
go back and read the description of 
the sightings that we have been writ¬ 
ing about for the past 10 months, you 
will find them remarkably similar. 

The Pensacola News-Journal 
blurbs were written in 1967. It all 
soundsveryfamiliar... Huh? Andwe 
thought we had invented sitting 
around in lawn chairs, looking up in 
the sky. 1 wonder if that guy, that 
wrote the editorial in the Journal this 
past summer... maybe his mother or 
dear old dad ... nah, not someone 
from Pensacola, they wouldn'tsitout 
with lawn chairs, and wait around on 
UFO's to come by ... would they? 

I guess the whole gist of this 
article, is to make a point, that the 
UFO phenomenon is not something 
that was home grown in Gulf Breeze, 
it has been around for many years. 


NEWS-LEADER, Springfield, MO - Sept. 19, 1992 

UFO event taps professional crowd 


Believers from near, far 
meet to prove sightings 
in scientific manner 

By Chris Bentley 

The News-Leader 

Sure, there are probably some 
kooks. 

But most people attending the 
Midwest Conference on UFO Re¬ 
search in Springfield this week¬ 
end seem to be anything but the 
flaky types that TV comedies tell 
us are the typical UFO believers. 

Attending the weekend-long 
event at University Plaza Hotel, 
333 John Q. Hammons Parkway, 
are psychologists, college profes¬ 
sors, scientists, retired members 
of the Air Force and electronics 
experts. 

■ Far-flung: Most attendees are 


from Missouri and Arkansas, but 
some traveled from Oregon, Cali¬ 
fornia. Alabama, Mississippi. 
New York, Nebraska. 

The reason? MUFON has a 
good reputation because it’s skep¬ 
tical, said Walt Andrus, interna¬ 
tional director of the Mutual 
UFO Network, sponsor of the 
event. 

"Eighty to 90 percent of UFO 
sightings, after we investigate 
and interview people, check re¬ 
cords, can be explained. It's some¬ 
thing mundane,” Andrus said. 

"We’re looking for proof in a 
scientific way. People ask me if l 
believe in UFOs. 'Belief has a 
religious connotation. There are 
facts, documentation. I don’t have 
to believe. By this time, we 
know.” 

■ One attendee: Wes Ellison 
arrived from Kansas with his fam¬ 
ily and assorted electronics equip¬ 


ment. An electronics engineering 
technician at the University of 
Kansas. Ellison has been working 
on developing "UFO detection de 
vices” in his spare time since Jan¬ 
uary. 

He doesn’t know how UFOs 
work, but: "Regardless of where 
something comes from, it still has 
to obey the laws of physics." 

So Ellison built sensitive mag¬ 
netometers that set off alarms 
when the electro-magnetic field 
nearby changes — as it would if 
any large vehicle passed by. He's 
incorporated infra-red photogra¬ 
phy equipment and laser beams 
into some designs. 

Tell him the equipment looks 
like something from Ghostbus- 
ters, and he laughs. 

’'Yeah, it does,” he says. "Ev- 

arybtfdy'tafls me-that.* 

He plans to field-test h*s ioMfl* 
iMMsmo, he**y*. 


NEWS-PRESS, Glendale, CA - Oct. 29, 1992 CR: F. Ruehl 


Witching hour comes 
to city —2 see UFO 

By Steve Ryfle 

Glendale News-Press 

Maybe it was an alien trying to find the 
Galleria. Or a top-secret military aircraft 
spying on the city below. Whatever it was, 
one Glendale woman insists she saw it, and 
it gave her a fright. 

“It was dark gray, shaped like a triangle. 
It was flat, and at each of the three corners 
it had a flashing red light,” said the 50- 
year-old woman, who asked not to be 
named. 

The woman and her 13-year-old son said 
they both witnessed the UFO about 9:30 
p.m., Monday, in the skies above their 
north Glendale home. The boy was watch¬ 
ing television in a bedroom when, during a 
commercial break, he glanced out the win¬ 
dow and noticed something strange in the 
heavens. 

“He came into my room and said, 
‘Mom, I saw a UFO.’ I thought I’d go 
outside and see a big airplane, but instead 
it was this huge object, flying very slowly,” 
the woman said. 

The object emitted a low hum and at 
first appeared to be heading earthward, as 
if it were about to crash, she said. 

“It was flying over the middle of Glen¬ 
dale,” the boy added. “It kept on going 
and then the trees blocked our view and w« 
couldn’t see it any more.” 


What Is BBS? 

I guess I’d beuer clarify some¬ 
thing for some of you. In last week's 
article, I mentioned a BBS. I have 
had several people ask me, "What is 
a BBS?" So, I guess I'd better ex¬ 
plain. First of all, it's not a UFO, it 
doesn't fly, nor make funny marks on 
the ground, and it doesn't have little 
gray people living in it, most of the 
time anyway. Some may be looking 
at it on occasion, but that's about all. 
OK... a BBS is an electronic Bulletin 
Board, that is available to those that 
have a computer, with what is called 
a modem. It's just like making a long 
distance telephone call, except you 
do it through your computer. Once 
you have been connected to the B BS, 
you can either talk to other people of 
similar interest or post messages to 
them. You may also retrieve mes¬ 
sages left by others. Most BBS's 
have many interesting files that are 
available for "downloading" or copy¬ 
ing. Youmayalsoleaveyourarticles 
ormessagesforothersloread. Again 
if you don't have a computer, just 
forget I ever said anything, and keep 
looking up...and around behind you. 
Don'tforgettheoldhotline438-3261. 


Her curiousity piqued, the 
woman called her neighbors and 
then the Glendale Police Depart¬ 
ment to see if anyone else had 
sighted the flying craft. But no one 
had, and she was left wondering 
just what it may hare been. 

While Glendale may have its 
share of strange characters, beings 
from beyond have yet to stake a 
claim here. There are no in¬ 
explicable rock formations, no 
aerial designs formed in the grass at 
Verdugo Park, and — according to 
police — few, if any, UFO sight¬ 
ings. 

“I’ve worked here for years and 
years, and I don’t remember ever 
taking a UFO call," said GPD 
spokesman Leif Nicolaisen. 

“It’s not a typical thing when 
someone calls up and reports a 
UFO sighting. If one person were 
to call up it wouldn’t necessarily be 
a big issue, but if we were to get a 
rash of calls about a UFO that’s 
something we would pay attention 
to,” Nicolaisen said. 

Even though her story cannot be 
corroborated. Dr. Franklin Ruehl 
Jr., Glendale’s UFO expert and 
host of the cable TV program, 
“Mysteries from Beyond the Other 
Dominion,” called it “an interest¬ 
ing sighting.” 

“We’ve had some triangular- 
shaped sightings throughout the 
years, but the most common are 
the saucer-shaped and the cigar¬ 
shaped UFOs,” Ruehl said. 

However, Ruehl said he knows 
of no other reported UFO sightings 
over Glendale. Most sightings tend 
to be in remote areas, away from 
cities, he said. 

“I would certainly say it should 
be taken under serious considera¬ 
tion. One possibility is obviously 
that it could be a true UFO. On the 
other hand, there could be a more 
mundane explanation, such as an 
aircraft of an experimental na¬ 
ture,” Ruehl said. 

Some purported UFO sightings 
have been linked to test flights of 
triangular-shaped warplanes like 
the B-2 stealth bomber, which are 
undetectable to radar. Such planes 
are developed under a cloak of se¬ 
crecy and information about their 
whereabouts is kept under wraps 
by the Pentagon. 

The woman, who works for a lo¬ 
cal bank, said she and her son are 
not UFOIogists, nor are they par¬ 
ticularly intrigued by the prospect 
of life on other planets. Had not 
both of them spotted the UFO to¬ 
gether, she would never have re¬ 
ported the sighting, she said. 

“Neither one of us are really 
given to fantasies. This is the first 
time I’ve ever seen anything like 
this,” she said. 

“It’s hard to believe there is no 
other form of life out there, but it’s 
also hard for me to believe they’re 
flying over the continental U S 
The jury’s out, as far as I'm con¬ 
cerned.” 
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STAR BEACON, Ashtabula, OH - Sept. 2, 


Who’s been sleeping in my cornfield? 


Austinburg man would like 
explanation to mysterious 
rectangle in his garden 


By CARL E. FEATHER 

Lifestyles Editor _ 

AUSTINBURG — Donald Wheeler is baffled by what he dis¬ 
covered in his cornfield Sunday morning. 

Returning home from a several-day trip, Wheeler discovered 
that something, someone or some phenomenon had produced 
a rectangular impression in the field behind his Route 45 
home. An interior section of the field, measuring approxi¬ 
mately 25-by-8-feet. had been leveled. All of the com stalks 
were bent down in one direction. 


"None of the stalks were broken,’ Wheeler said. 

Suspecting deer, Wheeler made a thorough check of the 
perimeter of the cornfield looking for tracks. But there were 
none deer, raccoon or man. for that matter. Further the 
ears were untouched by the intruder. 


Next. Wheeler e xamin ed the field and area around his 
home for possible wind damage. But he said the stalks were 
not twisted and nothing else in the yard showed any ill ef¬ 
fects from wind. It Just appeared as if something came down 
out of the sky. pushed the stalks flat on the ground and left 
without leaving any other trace in the soft ground. 

Although some might learn toward a visit from a spacecraft 
as an explanation, Wheeler isn't speculating. 

There's no evidence of that kind of stuff,’ he said. 

Rather, hes chalking up as a unsolved mystery. 

'It’s Just one of those things that happen and you have no 
explanation for It.’ Wheeler said. ’One of the problems with 
man is he can't stand to have something go unexplained." 

One thing is for certain, a portion of Wheeler's handsome 
sweet com crop won't make it to the dinner table. 

’It was the best part of my com. too,’ Wheeler lamented. 



CARL FEATHER / The Star-Beacon 


Donald Wheeler of 9151 Route 45 examines the rectangular impression left in his cornfield. Wheeler said 
there are no tracks or other sign of entry into the field, but something leveled a 25-by-8-foot patch of the 


INTELLIGENCER, Edwardsville, IL - Sept. 16, 1992 

Troy man believes UFOs caused circles 


By LAURIE SYBERT 
Of the Intelligencer 

TROY — Have UFOs visited 
rural Troy and left a mark on the 
land there? 

This is the second year that per¬ 
fectly formed circles of flattened 
plants have appeared in an isolated 
farm field near field near Peter 
Bostrom's laboratory south of the 
city on Troy-O'Fallon Road. 

And he wants to know why. 

"I don't care what did it. I'm just 
curious to know why it did it/' said 
Bostrom, the owner of Lithic Cast¬ 
ing Labs. "It just looks like energy. 
It looks like something just forced 
them (the plants) down." Nearby 
cattails were not affected at all, he 
added. 

Bostrom, who reproduces his¬ 


toric artifacts lor museums around 
the world, has undertaken a one- 
man campaign to locate the source 
of the circles. 

He has contacted scientists 
throughout the nation for answers 
to his questions about the origin of 
the eerily perfect circles. 

So far, Bostrom said, the scien¬ 
tists' answer is: The circles haven't 
been created in any way known to 
man. 

With natural possiblities 
eliminated, Bostrom concludes that 
the only cause of the circle is "an 
unidentified cause." 

"UFOs are the only thing I can 
see as a cause," he said. 

He said he was also led to the 
UFO conclusion by the fact that nu¬ 
merous area residents have told him 
they have seen strange lights in the 


rural area. Last year, neighbors told 
him they saw white lights that 
changed to red as well as orange 
globe-like lights. 

Bostrom describes the circles — 
which are made in an uncultivated 
field of weeds called "sweet Flag" 
— as being being wheel-like circles 
of up to 40 feet in diameter around a 
center 5 foot stand of the plant. He 
said the edges apppear scalloped. 
'They look like little energy release 
points," Bostrom said. 

Up to five circles have appeared 
the past two years in June in the 
same farm field. Bostrom said he 
doesn't own the field and that the 
owner does not want to be identifi¬ 
ed. 

After the plants are flattened, 
they turn brown and die, he said, 
which makes the circles easily visi¬ 


ble.. 

A biophysicist in Wisconsin who 
was sent samples of both flattened 
and unflattened sweet flag said the 
cells in the flattened plants have 
been stretched by up to 50 percent, 
Bostrom said. He said the scientist 
had also studied crop samples from 
England — where crop circles first 
appeared several years ago and 
received wide publicity — and 
found the same results. 

Bostrom said a botanist with a 
Belleville lab had found that the flat¬ 
tened plants have different iron and 
mineral contents than the un¬ 
touched plants. The botanist was 
out of town and could not be 
reached for comment Wednesday. 

But Bostrom did not end his 
analysis with plant scientists. 

He also had the soil structure an¬ 


alyzed and found that there was no 
geologic cause for the circles, he 
said. And a jet technician and heli¬ 
copter pilot concluded that the cir¬ 
cles could not have been caused by 
high winds from either of those ve¬ 
hicles, he said. 

Bostrom has also ruled out a 
man-made hoax as the cause. 

Sweet flag grows only in a 
marshy area and no footprints have 
been found at the site when the cir¬ 
cles have appeared, he said. 

Bostrom has been interested in 
unexplained phenomena and UFOs 
since the 1960s — "Before you could 
talk about it." 

He believes he has gone almost 
as far as he can go as an amateur in¬ 
dividual investigating the site. 

"It takes money and time to get 
the information," Bostrom said. 


UFOs Checkout Mainland 

by Bland Pugh 


Sighting reports continue to 
come into MUFON, surprisingly 
enough several have come from ar¬ 
eas other than Gulf Breeze. One 
report that did originate from the 
Breeze was from one of our regular 
Skywatcher’s, that was at the Three 
Mile Bridge when he spotted an 
anomalous light late Tuesday 
evening, while there with a friend. 
His sighting consisted of a white, 
greenish, and red light that was over 
the Pensacola area around 10:30 p.m. 

Another sighting was reported 
by one of our MUFON members and 
his wife. In the interest of accuracy 
I am going to relay the story just as 
this member wrote the sighting up, 
and presented it to me. Both of these 
sightings occurred approximately at 
the same time. 

"Object appeared in sky through 
car windshield, as we approached 
the rail overpass on BrentLane, trav¬ 


eling east from the Palafox Street 
intersection. We were just west of 
the Quincy's when we first detected 
it At that point it was approximately 
35 degree elevation from us. It could 
have been higher when it appeared, 
but came into our view through the 
windshield of the car at that point. It 
fell slowly, disappearing at approxi¬ 
mately 10 degree elevation and ap¬ 
peared to have been approximately 
over or near the rail road tracks at that 
time, but we had no point of refer¬ 
ence for triangulation to be sure where 
it was. The object was a bright glow¬ 
ing ball of light Color was a yellow¬ 
ish-green tinged with blue. Seafoam 
green comes to mind, but that may 
not be an apt description of the color. 
Amix of yellow, blue and pale green, 
Berol pencils come about as close to 
the color as we could get. There was 
also a tail or stem (like an apple). 
This seemed to be close to a Berol 


process red (which is a composite of 
red, pink and blue with a yellowish 
orange or "fire" colors around the 
edges of the tail or stem. The ball of 
light did not change size or color 
during the time it was in our view. It 
disappeared instantly, without any 
sound or evidence of smoke, etc. 
There were no aircraft of any kind in 
the vicinity at the time. It was first 
spotted by my wife, then is came in 
my view. She is shorter by several 
inches, so she could see a larger 
angle of view through the windshield. 
Another passenger was in the car, but 
was in the back seat and did not see it. 
Object was either fairly large or extra 
close. A half dollar would not have 
covered it at arms length. It fell 
straight down, without apparent de¬ 
flection by theprevailing winds. The 
absence of Pyrotechnic effects seems 
to rule out flares or fire-works of any 
kind. A bolide of that apparent size 
would have created such an explo¬ 
sion that the witnesses would un¬ 
likely be here to tell about it." 


On Saturday, October 3, our 
local MUFON publicity chairperson 
Patti Weatherford was in the Tampa, 
Florida area to present slides and 
videos about the UFO Phenomena in 
the local area. 

Patti was invited by state section 
director Eugene R. Brown and his 
wife Jean Brown to speak to the 
Pinellas/Manatee County MUFON 
members and the interested public. 

About 30 diehards, braved the 
torrential rains, flood, and torna¬ 
does, to come to the presentation. 

Hopefully this will spur some 
visits to the area resulting in addi¬ 
tional revenue for the Beach area 
businesses during the off season. 

Our next meeting is going to be 
next Tuesday, and the speaker is Dr. 
Carson...all I can say is be there, if 
you miss this one you will be sorry. 
The meeting is at 7:15 p.m. The ad¬ 
mission is $3.00 for MUFON mem¬ 
bers, and $5.00 for non-members. 

Sightings arc still being reported 
onthehotline, wearereceiving many 


calls from the New York area report¬ 
ing sightings there, and asking for 
information about the sightings here. 
Visitors continue to come to the area 
wanting to learn as much about the 
Phenomena as possible, and of course 
to hopefully see the famous UFO if 
possible. Remember if you have a 
sighting or have seen anything un¬ 
usual please call our hotline at 438- 
3261, and keep looking up...and be¬ 
hind you. 

ISLANDER, Pensacola Beach 
FL - Oct. 9, 1992 
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PRESS, Neptune, NJ - Aug. 22, 1992 

Support for those extraterrestrial moments 



CWSSY PASCUAL/Aibury Park Prma 

Artist’s rendition shows one type of 
alien that has been reported. 


By TEDDY ALLEN 

The Times 

Karla Turner, in Shreveport 
Saturday and Tuesday to apeak 
about her UFO-based book, 
knows what you're thinking. 

A former Shreveporter and ed¬ 
ucator with a doctorate in En¬ 
glish, she didn’t believe or disbe¬ 
lieve the UFO phenomenon 
either. Then her husband saw a 
UFO in December of 1987. 

“Even though I knew my hus¬ 
band well — I knew he wasn’t a 
liar or a joker and he was stable 
— I was still floored,” said Turn¬ 
er. who now lives near Little 
Rock, Ark. “I thought there had 
to be another explanation.” 

In June of 1988, Turner accom¬ 
panied her husband to Tulsa, 
Okla., where he underwent two 
days of hypnosis. One night 
while there, she had a compul¬ 
sion to walk outside at 3 a.m. 
Her husband and the mental 
health professional they were 
seeing followed. What she saw 
convinced her. 

“Once you actually see a UFO 
and you can’t tell yourself you're 

sleeping or dreaming, you have 
to pay attention to it,” she said. 

“There was no sound,” she 
said. “It began as a brilliant 
strobe of zig-zag patterns across 
the sky. It was stationary, flash¬ 
ing three different colors of 
lights. 

“Then it got closer,” she said, 
“and the lights became horizon¬ 
tal bars of different colors. Then 


By MELANIE E. EVERSLEY 

PRESS FREEHOLD BUREAU 

JOHN O’CONNELL awoke suddenly 
in his bedroom that September night 
in 1989, and found "an entity standing 
next to me.” 

“It made quick, insect-like 
movements,” said O’Connell, 39, of 
Toms River. O’Connell said he sensed 
that the entity, small and gray with 
reptilian features, was an old lady. It 


SIGHTINGS 


Former Shreveporter 
Karla Turner will make 
two Shreveport 
appearances: 

■ 2:30 p.m. Saturday: 
Brief talk/autograph 
session for her book 
Into the Fringe, City 
Book Store, 1917 
Creswell Ave. Books 
available for $4.99. 

■ 7 p.m. Tuesday: 
Lecture, LSUS 
Student Union 
Auditorium. Free. 


the metallic reflection took on a 
pie-pan shape." 

It lasted a minute. The three 
witnesses compared notes. Each 
had seen the same thing. 

‘‘I’ve had other sightings since 
then.” she said, "but that was 
the first I'd witnessed. It was so 
undeniable, so real, I had to pay 
attention.” 

After 10 years of college teach¬ 
ing, the Woodlawn High gradu¬ 
ate and former LSUS student 
quit her university position to 
pursue “ufology.” I pronounced u- 
FALL-o-gee). Working with an 
Oklahoma researcher. Turner 
recently published Into The 
Fringe, a book billed as a "true 
story of UFO's and alien abduc¬ 
tion.” 


kissed him on the cheek and touched 
him with its hand, he said. 

“It was like a latex glove and it was 
very warm to the touch. It felt good.” 

O’Connell, not his real name, is one 
of dozens of people who have reported 
encounters with aliens to the local 
chapter of the Mutual Unidentified 
Flying Object Network, based in Se- 
guin, Texas. 

While most of the 25 regional 


residents each month who believe they 
have encountered aliens. 

The accounts carry eerie similari¬ 
ties, from people who do not know 
each other, Creevy said. 

There are the distinct characteris¬ 
tics of three types of creatures: one 
small and gray with large, dark eyes 
and able to feel emotion; another, tall 
with large, dark eyes and devoid of 
emotion, and a third that appears 
human. 

There are the reports of what ufo¬ 
logists, or UFO researchers, call 
"missing time,” in which a person 
blacks out for several hours. Under 
hypnosis, the person might recall en¬ 
countering aliens. 

And there are the warnings that the 
aliens psychically project to these peo¬ 
ple about the apocalypse or some fu¬ 
ture, dramatic event, Creevy said. 

These callers are all “normal peo¬ 
ple,” Creevy said. He says he has in¬ 
terviewed only one person in the last 
two years who may have been emo¬ 
tionally disturbed. 

O'Connell and two other local resi¬ 
dents who believe they have encoun¬ 
tered aliens sat in Creevy’s dining 
room, sipping seltzer and discussing 
the UFO phenomenon with Creevy. 
They sometimes laughed, making light 
of their experiences. At other times, 
they sat quietly while one of them re¬ 
called an experience that was emotion¬ 
ally painful. 

O’Connell believes that he, his wife 
and two daughters may have been ex¬ 
periencing alien encounters for years. 
About eight years ago, while the fam¬ 
ily lived in Liverpool, England, O'Con¬ 
nell said he was visited in the night by 
an alien with a human appearance. 
The entity psychically told O’Connell 
that some world event would take 
place. 


MUFON members are accustomed to 
ridicule, Vincent Creevy, Monmouth- 
Ocean chapter president, said it is im¬ 
portant to keep an open mind. Many in 
the group are scientists, engineers or 
employed in some technological field, 
and apply their expertise to objectively 
weighing claims, said Creevy, 41, a 
surveyor who lives on Brown Road, 
Howell Township. 

Like O’Connell, many of those who 


“I asked him when will the time be 
for all this to come to an end and he 
said, 'Soon, very soon,’ ” O’Connell 
said. O’Connell said he asked the en¬ 
tity how survivors would be chosen. 
He looked out the window and saw pe¬ 
destrians, with beams of light shining 
on perhaps one-fourth of the passers- 
by, O’Connell said. 

"(The entity) just sort of smiled," 
O’Connell said. 

The majority of people who believe 
they've had such experiences are 
women, said Joseph Stefula, 46, Pem¬ 
berton Township, a retired Army offi¬ 
cer and MUFON's New Jersey state 
director. 

Many of the women report having 
medical examinations, and even having 
fetal tissue removed, although this 
phenomenon has not been docu¬ 
mented, MUFON members said. 

Still others, both women and men, 
report small, glass-like probes being 
inserted into their brains or nasal tis¬ 
sues, Creevy said. 

“A lot of people believe they're 
some sort of tracking device. Others 
believe it's a device to control your be¬ 
havior,” he said. 

Carol, a professional Monmouth 
County woman in her 30s, whose 
name was changed to keep her ano¬ 
nymity, believes she might have had a 
probe inserted into her head. She re¬ 
cently found a mark near her ear that 
she believes might be the result of 
such a procedure. 

Carol contacted Creevy several 
months ago believing she might have 
had experiences with aliens. Under 
hypnosis, she recalled experiences dat¬ 
ing back to her childhood, she said. 

About three months ago, a male en¬ 
tity and a female entity visited her in 
the night, she said. “The male ... 
propped me up to a sitting position. All 
I could perceive was this light aimed at 
my head. The female was at the left 
side of my bed. I had this numbing 
feeling." 

Another Monmouth County resi¬ 
dent, Bill, also a professional in his 
30s, believes he has encountered 


seek answers from MUFON usually 
need support, having kept silent for 
fear of ridicule. 

"They’re trying desperately to inte¬ 
grate this into their lives,” Creevy 
said. "They're usually looking for vali¬ 
dation that this happened.” 

Creevy takes telephone inquiries 
from one or two central New Jersey 


aliens over the years. His name also 
has been changed for anonymity. Un¬ 
like Carol, Bill’s memories are more 
dreamlike. He believes his experiences 
may be partially buried in his subcon¬ 
scious. 

Bill recalled lying in bed early one 
morning, about 18 months ago, and 
suddenly feeling dizzy and numb. 
“Then I heard a voice, a distinct voice 
in the room.” 

The voice spoke a language Bill said 
he never heard. “It was the weirdest 
sound, as if you took a deep male voice 
and kind of chopped it all up and 
played it backwards.” 

Some people remember even less of 
their experiences, Creevy said. One 
Wall Township man and his small son 
experienced "missing time” last year, 
Creevy said. Neither the man nor the 
boy remember what happened, but im¬ 
mediately after the experience, the 
man found a star-shaped marking on 
his stomach that disappeared after a 
few hours, Creevy said. 

While many ufologists employ hyp¬ 
nosis to jump-start people's memories, 
Creevy said he prefers that the recol¬ 
lections return naturally. Hypnosis can 
introduce unwanted suggestions, he 
said. 

The U.S. government takes no spe¬ 
cific stance on UFOs and disbanded an 
investigatory committee in the 1970s, 
said Air Force Capt. Betsy Freeman, 
public affairs officer. “We found 90 
percent or so of the reports were ex¬ 
plainable," she said. 

The experiences could indicate any¬ 
thing, from time travelers, to unk¬ 
nown earth-bound forms of life, to par¬ 
anormal phenomena, Creevy said. The 
key is to "listen carefully and with 
compassion to the testimony of those 
who have had these unusual and 
frightening encounters,” he said. 

MUFON welcomes new members, 
and is particularly interested in advice 
and input from present or past military 
personnel, Creevy said. For informa¬ 
tion on local MUFON chapters, con¬ 
tact the national headquarters at (512) 
370-9216. 
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Speaking of UFOs... 
here's an authority 


TRIBUNE-REVIEW, 

Kecksburg UFO 
It will fly again 
on national TV 


By Sharon Santus 

TRIBUNE-REVIEW 

The alleged landing of a UFO in 
the Mt. Pleasant Township com¬ 
munity of Kecksburg 27 years ago 
will once again be in the national 
spotlight. 

Fox Television’s “Sightings” 
will feature the case in an upcom¬ 
ing broadcast, perhaps as early as 
Oct. 9 

A production crew was in 
Kecksburg and Greensburg Mon¬ 
day and Tuesday conducting in¬ 
terviews with people who say they 
saw a mysterious, acorn-shaped 
craft glide over the community 
and slowly land in a creek bed 
Dec. 9,1965. 


The issue has divided many 
members of the farming commu¬ 
nity. Many say they were there 
when military personnel hauled 
away a tarpaulin-covered object 
in the back of a flat-bed truck. 
Others, including then Fire Chief 
Ed Myers, said there were a hand¬ 
ful of military personnel in the 
area that night, but they found 
nothing and soon left. They say 
the so-called UFO landing is noth¬ 
ing more than an elaborate hoax. 

Myers and other Kecksburg 
skeptics were asked to appear on 
the broadcast, but declined. 

Phyllis Ward, producer for the 
UFO segment, said she is per¬ 
plexed by their refusal to appear. 

“We’re very much interested in 


Greensburg, PA - Sept. 23 


hearing the other side because 
the segment will deal with how 
this case has divided the commu¬ 
nity,” Ward said. “We’re disap¬ 
pointed that people who feel it is a 
hoax refused to have their feet put 
to the fire on the facts. They won’t 
let their version be scrutinized.” 

Ward said she realizes the UFO 
controversy has continued to spur 
strong emotions in the communi¬ 
ty, but was still startled by an inci¬ 
dent that occurred Monday near 
the Kecksburg fire hall. 

“A blue pickup with gray 
stripes drove past and an occu¬ 
pant yelled at us, ‘Go to hell.’ It’s 
bizarre that after 27 years, this 
case still stirs such intense emo¬ 
tion.” 

Myers defended his refusal to 
appear on the show. 

“Every time we do say some¬ 
thing, we get 5 minutes to their 
25,” Myers said. “There are peo¬ 
ple saying they saw certain things 
that night just to get on TV. One 
member of my church said to me, 
Oh, it’s only a little white lie.’ To 
me, a lie’s a lie, no matter if it’s big 
or small.” 
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Myers said some of his neigh¬ 
bors and most members of the 
Kecksburg Fire Department 
haven’t spoken to him since the 
case first gained national promi¬ 
nence on an NBC “Unsolved Mys¬ 
teries” segment two years ago. 

"This is what hurts,” Myers 
said. “When people you were born 
and raised with turn against you, 
it hurts. It’s been so bad, we’ve 
been thinking of selling out and 
moving.” 

Stan Gordon, director of the 
Greensburg-based Pennsylvania 
Association for the Study of the 
Unexplained, has conducted 
dozens of interviews and com¬ 
piled hundreds of pages of docu¬ 
ments on the Kecksburg case. 

Gordon said there is no doubt 
something landed in the area that 
night. 

“We’ve talked to many, many 
people who don’t know each other 
and they’re all confirming each 
other’s report of what happened 
that night,” Gordon said. “Our po¬ 
sition is, something definitely 
landed that night. It might have 
been a Soviet space probe. That’s 


not a definitive answer, but it’s a 
possibility." 

Gordon said he does not under¬ 
stand why Myers and other skep¬ 
tics declined to tell their side. 

“We very much wanted for them 
to appear and give their facts,” he 
said. “I think all sides of the story 
should be heard.” 

Gordon, whose group has called 
for a congressional investigation 
into the alleged landing, said he is 
convinced there are many wit¬ 
nesses who have yet to tell what 
they saw that night. 

“Now’s the time for people to 
come forward," he said. “It’s very 
important for this history to be re¬ 
corded because many witnesses 
are getting older and people are 
passing away.” 

Gordon asks that anyone with 
information on the alleged land¬ 
ing contact the Pennsylvania As¬ 
sociation for the Study of the Un¬ 
explained, 6 Oakhill Ave., Greens¬ 
burg, Pa. 15601. 
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I 'Close encounter' too close for Quarryville man 



Watching the skies is a family affair for Bill Epler, of sions as an opportunity to fill them in on Lancas- 
Quarryville, and his sons Wade, age 11, and Wes- ter's very own "flying saucer scare," which took 
ley, age 8. Epler also uses their star-gazing ses- place 40 years ago this month. 


o For Quarryville’s Bill Epler, 
1952 was the year that was. 
to “Whatever I saw haunted me 
=! the past 40 years," said Epler, an 
amateur astronomer and teacher 
1 in the Octorara School District. 

2 “I have watched the night sky 
and have seen Venus, Mars, Jupi- 
£ ter and many constellations But I 
5 have never seen anything resem- 
n bling my 1952 experience," Epler 
S3 observed. 

§ He was seven years old at the 
- 1 time, living with his family on 
- Chester Street in Lancaster. 

S "My mother and I were the only 
u people at home on that Friday 
* night,” Epler said. “I had gone to 
z bed early, so 1 could get up to 
watch Covered Wagon Theater’ 
on channel 8. " 

Around midnight, his mother 
awakened him and told him to 
come with her to the upper porch 
of their home. 

“She pointed toward the sky al¬ 
most directly overhead. To my 
surprise there were two bright, 
circular lights that were side-by- 
side, as big as full moons,” re¬ 
counted the teacher. 

“The lights moved steadily — 
not really fast or slow — with no 
sound," he added. The next day, 
he saw flying saucer articles in 
the local newspapers. 

Forty years later, Epler, decid¬ 
ed to go back to those articles and 
learn what he could about that fa¬ 
teful night. After obtaining the 
dates of the articles from the Lan¬ 
caster Newspaper office, he re¬ 
searched them at the Lancaster 
County Public Library. 

During that week, he learned, 
many sightings were reported 
from observation watches being 
made on the roof of the Griest 
Building and the Lancaster News¬ 
paper building. 

A newspaper headline on July 
30, 1952, proclaimed the first 
"credible" sightings in the area. 

The headline reads “Newsmen 
Show Saucer To County's Air 
Spotter Chief.” The “Chief" was 
Leon Duckworth, leader of an ob¬ 
servation corps which was on as¬ 
signment to observe the skies for 
unidentified flying aircraft dur¬ 
ing the Korean War. 

According to the article, “Fly¬ 
ing saucers were no laughing mat¬ 
ter.” And it told how newspaper 
staff (unidentified) escorted 
Duckworth to the top of the roof of 
the newspaper building where he 


was given a telescope to look for 
“flying saucers.” 

Duckworth was not a believer 
in flying saucers, he was a trained 
observer. On that night, however, 
he saw something that changed 
his mind 

“It’s a red glow in the sky over 
the western part of Lancaster, 
about four miles away." read 
Duckworth's account. “Man, look 
atitgo.” 

Duckworth contacted another 
spotter corps member at the 
Griest Building to confirm his 
sighting. After a discussion with 
the spotter, Duckworth asked the 
news reporter if what he had seen 
was an “unidentified flying ob¬ 
ject?” (UFO). 

The article ended with the 
statement, "Duckworth left the 
newspaper building with a new- 
won respect for the mysterious 
missiles in the sky." 

According to Epler, Duck¬ 


worth’s account was only the be¬ 
ginning of sightings in Lancaster. 

"The Lancaster Newspapers 
reported sightings all over the 
city and county,” he said. 

On July 31, 1952, a Lancaster 
newspaper reported that a family 
on spotter duty at the Griest 
Building observed a red blinking 
light over the skies of Willow 
Street and Quarryville. 

The Tomlinsons of Andrew St., 
reported, “First a white light, 
then a red light, then it streaked 
upward leaving a tail.” 

"The reports actually contin¬ 
ued in the newspapers until Au¬ 
gust 22,1952, said Epler. But “the 
front page headline reports were 
made during the first week of Au¬ 
gust.” 

Sightings were made by airline 
pilots, traffic controllers and air¬ 
port radar personnel. 

Explanations generally cen¬ 


tered on the scientific factor of 
“heat inversion." That occurs 
when hot and cold air meet in such 
a way to cause a mirage which 
acts as a kind of lens capable of 
producing a reflection. 

In recent years, Epler has con¬ 
tinued to watch the night skies 
with his wife, Bette Lou, and his 
two children, Wade, age 11, and 
Wesley, age 8. 

He said that his family partic¬ 
ularly enjoys getting up just after 
midnight in this part of August to 
watch for the meteor showers 
from Perseid, a group of meteors 
which appear annually about Au¬ 
gust 11. 

“On a clear night we set up a te¬ 
lescope and enjoy the beauty of 
the night sky,” said Epler. 

He also uses that time to tell his 
family about a night 40 years ago 
when the sights were not nearly so 
predictable. 

“I have never forgotten that 
night,” he said 
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change clothes, find the lights and 
get to the bottom of the mystery, 
. she said. 


Residents report UFO 


sightings in Summers Co 


NEWS, Hinton, WV - Sept. 29, 1992 

UFO Sighting? 


By Sean Gannon 

REGISTER-HERALD REPORTER 


Summers County residents are 
wondering whether the bright 
flashing lights they saw on a hill¬ 
top late Sunday night could be an 
unidentified flying object. 

The row of six or seven lights was 
first reported around 8:20 p.m. 
when about 23 staff and guests at 
the Oaks Supper Club on Indian 
Ridge Road in Pipestem saw bright 
green lights at the end of the build¬ 
ing, where normally there are just 
regular floodlights, said waitress 
Sharon Romanello. 

‘The lights (outside near the din¬ 
ing room window) flashed and then 
got a funny green glow,” she said. 
“I walked out and then two other 
waitresses went out and the light 
wen tout totally.” 

“ A strong green light came back 
and then while we were looking at; 
the light (to see why it had turned 
green) we saw the row of lights (up 
on the hill),” she said. 

The row of flashing lights could 
clearly be seen in a far away field 
on top of a hill, she said, watching 
the lights as she spoke on the 
phone. 

The guests and staff all told Ro¬ 
manello they weren’t sure what 
the object was, and none thought it 
looked like an airplane or helicop¬ 
ter. No one reported seeing any 


movement from the lighted object, 
she said. 

After looking at the lights 
through binoculars, one guest left 
to bring back a telescope, she said. 

Firefighters were called and 
there were no flames coming from 
the object to indicate wreckage, 
she said. 

Police, firefighters and restau¬ 
rant staff all laughed when asked 
if they thought it was a UFO. Yet 
all admitted they didn’t know what 
the lights were and wanted to find 
out. 

At 10:30 p.m., Indian Ridge 
Road was reported to be busy, as 
residents came to take a look at the 
lights, Romanello said. 

“They’re definitely lights, but I 
don’t know what it is,” said one per¬ 
son who asked not to be identified. 
“We drove out as close to where we 
thought it was, but couldn’t seem 
to get close enough.” 

A state police Trooper from the 
Hinton detachment was also asked 
to investigate and was heading to¬ 
ward the area at press time. 

“If I get taken by little green 
men, make a good write-up in the 
paper,"joked Trooper T.S. Pack. 

Yet, the lights did warrant a 
closer look, Romanello said. When 
police arrived and looked at the 
lights through binoculars, they 
were still joking, but decided to 


At 10:45 p.m., police had not yet 
identified the source of the lights. 

Off-duty firemen from the Pip¬ 
estem Volunteer Fire Department 
took a video camera and were try¬ 
ing to find the source of the lights, 
and were still there at press time, 
said fire department dispatcher 
Linda Lowe. 


By Fred Long 

Police and Pipestem State Park 
officials investigated a mysteriou’s 
sighting, Sunday night, of areported 
Unidentified Flying Object landing 
in the vicinity of the Oak Supper 
Club on Indian Ridge Road, which is 
located near the park’s main en¬ 
trance. 

According to Sharon Romanello, 
an employee with the Oak Supper 
Club, all the lights outside went out 
and “all the employees and 18 guest 
saw green flashing lights” coming 
from an object somewhere in the 


distance. “It was a real funny green 
glow.” 

No one saw any movement; how¬ 
ever, she said, reports from the park 
indicated that some kids saw what 
must have been the same green 
lights and they said they were 
moving. 

Police determined, following a 
humongous investigation, that the 
green lights were only part of a col¬ 
lection of lights placed on the out¬ 
side of someone’s farm house. The 
house had two green lights on each 
end and two red lights along with a 
white light in the middle. 
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Strange Lights 
Over South 
Mountain 


A number of local residents 
witnessed unusual lights in the sky, 
in the area of the radio tower on 
South Mountain last Tuesday 
evening. 

The Sheriffs Department received 
several calls about the lights. 
Deputy Harold Young went outside 
after several calls and saw the lights 
himself. He stated there were prob¬ 


ably three aircraft that were doing 
circular maneuvers over the radio 
tower, at about 10,000 to 20,000 
feet. There was no sound associated 
with these aircraft. Young said. 

Others reported singular or two 
objects. The general consensus of 
the reports was aircraft of a 
triangular shape. Reports were that 
the underside of the aircraft was 
either outlined in lights, or 
completely lighted by rows of 
lights. 

The reports mosdy stated the area 
of sightings to be over South 
Mountain. Some reports were in 
the direction of Point Peter out of 
Snowball and south out of Witts 


Springs. 

Deputy Young called the Air 
Force Base in Little Rock and was 
told there was no aircraft training 
going on in this area at the time. 
They would not make any other 
comment, Young said. 

After watching the lights for 
about an hour, Young said, a 
fighter plane came into the area, 
making the standard sounds associ¬ 
ated with aircraft. The identifiable 
plane took off in an easterly direc¬ 
tion, the other aircraft in the oppo¬ 
site direction. 
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Laser lights are 
not the answer 


I REFER to your ar- • 

tide about UFO 
sightings in the Col- \ UTU S 
Chester area which 1 m-o ^ <, 

are suggested to be yXrsSftStyS 
laser lights. \ _ | 

This is what has been 
reported to my group this 

year by the people of Col- • From the Standard 
Chester. 

On May 2 at about 
10.30pm, a gentleman 
walking his dog in Col¬ 
chester Park saw five or 
six bright orange lights 
moving in line and travel¬ 
ling east to north-east. He 
estimates its speed as 200 
mph and he watched 
them until they disap¬ 
peared into the distance, 
over a mile away. Laser 
beams? I doubt it. 

On May 3 at about 
1.30am, a lady who lives 
in the [hitch Quarter saw 
a V- shaped bunch of stars 
coloured gold and silver. 

She realised they were 
not stars when they 
moved in formation over 


her house. 

It was closely followed 
by another one and they 
both disappeared in the 
distance. These were fol¬ 
lowed by a massive bunch 
of silver lights which she 
could only describe as 
huge. This also disap¬ 
peared in the distance. 
How far can laser lights 
travel? 

On May 7 a gentleman 
who lives in John Kent 
Avenue was lying in bed 
at 10.30pm waiting for his 
wife to come to bed. He 
was iust staring out of the 
window and saw a large 
object in the sky that he 
described as having the 


Woman beamed aboard UFO 
shuts off TV shows about aliens 


By Art Robinson She and her husband, Paul, have 

of The StarPhoenix se ™ . 

She also has been beamed aboard a 

When you've been beamed aboard spacecraft. He has a lony, straight 
a spacecraft with your family, you re- scar on his leg from a cut which ap- 
ally don’t want to watch similar pears to have healed without stitches 
events on television. Their most recent encounter was a 

So Margaret, a former Saskatoon couple of years ago with a UEO which 
resident now living in the Regina followed them from about Chamber- 
area, turns off the set lain to Saskatoon 

"I shut it off on television. 1 don't It wasn't their first unusual expel i 


like to recall it," she said in an inter ence and it wouldn't be their last 


view with The StarPhoenix 


But it wasn’t until one of the 
couple’s relatives was shaken up 
with an encounter of his own with 
a UFO that they brought the en¬ 
tire issue to the attention of those 
interested in extraterrestrials. 

“I paced the floor before you 
called, wondering if I should sof¬ 
ten it (the story) or tell it the way 
it is. I don't expect people to be¬ 
lieve me, but I know what hap¬ 
pened,” said Margaret. 

Margaret was hesitant to talk 
about some events. She has tried 
to blank them out of her mind. 
She’s worried people will think 
she’s crazy. But she says she is a 
bit more comfortable now talking 
about matters such as small, 
alien beings as increasing num¬ 
bers of reports on them come for¬ 
ward. 

“I know I had time-lapses when 
I was younger. I didn’t know what 
they were. But now I know. Under 
hypnosis, I knew what they 


were." 

As a youngster she saw a light 
in a field. 

“I know now that I landed in a 
craft. There was a light beam 
Then I was in the craft. When 1 
was in there, I could see my whole 
family inside. 1 know they (the 
aliens) were doing something to 
them. I could see my dad, mom 
and sister. They (the aliens) 
wanted me to go over and see 
what they were doing. They were 
operating. I went into a trauma," 
said Margaret. 

She said there were no scars 
left on her body. 

“I think I’m comfortable that 
nothing has happened to us," she 
added 

She said the visitors just appear 
to be doing research. 

“That’s the impression Laurie 
(Vassos, a city physician with an 
interest in UFOs) gave me. 1 feel 
it’s true." 

But there were scars on her 
husband, she said. 

There was one on the back of his 
leg and one on the base of his 


penis. 

He too had encountered time- 
lapses as a youngster, she said. 

Paul remembers, for example, 
as a boy about 10 playing on the 
farm in his treehouse just before 
dusk. 

He was just getting ready to go 
into the house when he saw a 
bright light. Then he remem¬ 
bers falling to the ground "but in 
slow motion. He had a vague re¬ 
collection of falling on a barbed- 
wire fence and cutting his leg. But 
his clothes weren’t torn." 

When he hit the ground, it was 
pitch-black. He couldn’t under¬ 
stand why. There appeared to 
have been a time-lapse. He found 
a four-inch scar on the back of his 
leg which healed without a band¬ 
age 

Barbed wire would rip the pant 
leg. 

Paul was placed under hypno¬ 
sis. 

He remembers a craft landing 
in the field. Some beings come out 
of the craft. They float him down 
from the treehouse and into the 


spacecraft. They seem to para¬ 
lyse him, do some sort of medical 
exam and take blood samples 

They do something to the back 
of his leg. 

Twenty years later a physician 
examined the scar. 

“It wasn't a barbed-wire scar. 
It was a straight cut. It wasn't 
jagged," says Dr. Laurie Vassos. 

But the couple didn’t take the 
concerns to the attention of others 
until Margaret’s brother, Steven, 
was contacted by Vassos. The city 
physician heard about him from a 
mutual acquaintance. 

Steven farms in the Regina 
area. 

He came home one night a few 
years ago to find a huge "mother 
ship” there. 

It had three lights on it, he told 
Vassos. 

Each light was the size of a foot¬ 
ball field. 

It left no reflection in the snow. 
Steven drove off to a neighbor’s 

lace. The lights followed him. He 

icked the truck’s lights. The 
craft flicked its lights back. 


Steven brought out a neighbor 
who became frightened. 

The next day. the neighbor told 
him he didn’t see any of it. He de¬ 
nied it. 

Vassos says that Steven, too, 
tells of being abducted 

"It happens to family groups,’ 
says Vassos in an interview. 

Mary from northern Sask¬ 
atchewan was placed under hyp¬ 
nosis. Earlier, without hypnosis, 
she could recall only a light at the 
foot of her bed one night and a 
voice saying not to be afraid. 

Now she elaborates. 

After seeing the light, she re¬ 
members floating out of bed and 
the trailer into some kind of craft. 
She sensed she was going into an¬ 
other place or building 

She felt the beings directing her 
— floating her — and then doing 
some medical experimentation on 
her. 

Their stories are similar to 
many other accounts in Canada 
and the United States 


I Anti-UFO talk that’s 
1 strictly for the Birds 


O' Eriend Clouston 

O' - 

C ALLING Penguin, Fal¬ 
con and the Owl: stand 
by to be assigned to 
, other duties. Despite your 
efforts to have flying saucers 
written off as rogue weather 
co balloons and crop circles at¬ 
tributed to rural pranksters, 

1 public interest in paranor- 
td mal exotica remains resis- 
§ tant to dirty tricks. 

™ Even worse, you are to be 
W unmasked in front of 400 
ufologists. The highlight of a 
UFO-meet at Leed Civic 
^ Theatre today promises to be 
O exposure of the double 
agents who have ‘‘helped 
q brand us a load of Idiots," ac- 
-J cording to Tony Dodd, direc- 
„ tor of investigations for the 
z conference organisers. Quest 
5 International. 
q The audience will hear 
3= taped conversations of the 
§ gang of international de- 
U bunkers — group code name: 
the Birds — revealing the role 
they have played In giving 
ufology, etc, a bad name. 

The Birds are said to be 
linked to the military intelli¬ 


gence agencies of several 
nations. One of them, accord¬ 
ing to Graham Birdsall, edi¬ 
tor of UFO magazine since 
1981, is “a very weil known 
Briton”. 

The tapes were gathered by 
Armen Victorian, a Notting¬ 
ham-based former diplomat, 
whom the Birds allegedly 
tried in vain to recruit. 

According to Mr Dodd, a 
retired police sergeant, who 
says he was buzzed in 1978 by 
a 100ft wide disc with a glow¬ 
ing globe on top, the Birds 
“publish false documents 
and penetrate major groups, 
giving out stories that are 
totally different from any¬ 
thing else we get. We are fed 
up of being ridiculed and 
want to get even.” 

So far this year the Minis¬ 
try of Defence has logged 117 
claims of UFO sightings. Mr 
Birdsall and his readers be¬ 
lieve the Birds’ activities rep¬ 
resent a desperate rearguard 
action. 

“We’ve had quiet talks 
with some of them and they 
are always saying ‘The world 
is not ready for this yet’,” 
complained Mr Dodd. 


NORTHERN ECHO, 
Darlington, England 
Sept. 23, 1992 
CR: T. Good 

Light shed on 
UFO ‘kidnap’ 

AN American woman was kid¬ 
napped by aliens from her 12th- 
storey apartment in full view of 14 
independent witnesses, it was 
claimed yesterday. 

And policeman-turned UFO 
hunter Tony Dodd is now set to 
reveal more details of the amazing 
story at a mtgor conference to be 
held this weekend. 

Mr Dodd spent 25 years in the 
North Yorkshire force before 
becoming UFO research director of 
the group Quest International, and 
he is to be one of a number of ex¬ 
perts at the group’s 11th annual 
conference at Leeds Civic Theatre 
on September 26. 

From his Grassington home in 
the Yorkshire Dales, he said of 
the "abduction” case: "There 
were 14 witnesses driving along a 
road by the apartment block in 
New York when they saw a UFO 
hovering outside the 12th-floor. 
They all stopped to watch and 
saw a blue light shoot out. The 
next thing they saw were aliens 
floating back with the woman." 


ADVERTISER, Ilkeston, England - Aug. 28, 1992 CR: T. Good 


UFO spotted hovering 
over Larklands 


A UFO was spotted levi¬ 
tating in the sky above 
Larklands. 

A woman, who did not 
wished to be named, said 
she watched as a ball of bril¬ 
liant light spun in the sky 
for about a minute and then 
disappeared. She is con¬ 
vinced it came from outer 
space. 

"It was ever so strange. I 
went up to bed and I always 
look through the window. It 
was a big massive ball. I’m 
certain it wasn't a plane or a 
shooting 8tar because it dis¬ 
appeared so fast," she said. 

And she was not the only 
person who saw the strange 
sight. Omar Fowler, of 12 
Tilton Grove, Kirk Hallam, 
is a member of a world- 
renowned group which 
investigates UFO sightings 
and corn circles and is based 
in Ilkeston. He said that 
people in Liverpool, Wigan 
and Shropshire had also 
reported seeing a similar 
strange object hovering in 
the sky. 


"It was described as a 
blueish light at very high 
altitude. We don’t know 
what it was but it coincided 
with the end of a meteor 
shower that earth has been 
passing through," he told the 
Advertiser. 

UFO fans across the coun¬ 
try were interviewing people 
who witnessed the event to 
try and determine what it 
was, he added. 

Last month, the Advertis¬ 
er reported sightings of a 
UFO hovering above a field 
off Derby Road in West Hal¬ 
lam, where a com circle had 
been found. The story 
prompted people who had 
seen UFOs to get in touch 
with Mr Fowler. 


"Although we didn't have 
any witnesses that came for¬ 
ward to say they had seen it, 
your article did prompt five 
or six inquiries from people 
who had seen things over 
the past year," he said. 

A Cossall man, who had 
been walking his dog in the 
village, said he saw what 
looked like a glass ball head¬ 
ing skywards in July last 
year. It had a mirrored sur¬ 
face and shone brightly. 

One of the most recent 
sightings was two weeks ago 
in Sandiucre when numer¬ 
ous people reported seeing 
an object travelling through 
the sky and leaving a trail of 
red lights behind it. 
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Alien 

visitors 

described 

By Art Robinson 
of The StarPhoenix 

Aliens are regularly visiting 
Saskatchewan. 

They've been doing it for dec¬ 
ades, probably conducting experi¬ 
mental medical research on the 
humans they abduct 

They could also be developing a 
hybrid, with more human like fea¬ 
tures. 

The growing number of people 
who not only believe this, but have 
been personally involved in CE4s 
(close encounters of the fourth 
kind), talk about the visitors as 
easily as most others talk about the 
constitutional referendum 

“All 1 can remember is that they 
were all the same shape They had 
huge heads and were bald. They 
didn’t have a hair,” said Mary, 
who lives in northern Sask¬ 
atchewan. 

Mary and several others from 
around Saskatchewan have been in 
touch with city physician Dr Lau¬ 
rie Vassos who in turn brought in 
psychologists, psychiatrists and 
others researching extra-terrestri¬ 
als to meet with them 


I Lights 
^ spark 


UFO 

fear 


J By SCOTT GULLAN 
a. and PAUL ANDERSON 

(D 

W UFOs, meteors or space 
. Junk? 

That’s the question hun- 
n3 dreds of space watchers 

were asking last night 
^ when balls of flame were 

t, seen hurtling across the 

+> skies of Victoria and 

^ southern NSW. 

< Dozens of people alerted 
the Herald-Sun after 
► seeing the strange phen- 

^ omenon about 9.30pm. 

^ One caller from Moe said 
3 he thought the lights 

O were a satellite breaking 

2 up. 

^ "Half the sky was lit up for 
2 r about four or five 

seconds with the mys- 
* tery object," he said 

=. Another caller from Laver- 
co ton said he saw four 

i lights that he couldn't 

Q explain. 

2- "There was a yellowy 
cc orange light with three 

W smaller lights behind it," 

= he said. 

"It all lasted for about five 
seconds and the lights 
were really moving and 
leaving a Jet stream be¬ 
hind them." 

A spokesman for the 
weather bureau said 
they also received many 
calls about the mystery 
Lights. 

"There is nothing 
meteorological sup¬ 
posed to be happening 
but my guess is it would 
be a meteorite or a satel¬ 
lite breaking up," he 
said. 

Pat Gelldea from the Vic¬ 
torian UFO Research 
Society said he had re¬ 
ceived scores of calls 
from all over Victoria. 

"I estimate it Is probably 
space Junk but it didn’t 
come in on a normal 
pattern,” Mr Oelldea 
said. 

"It’s probably part of an 
old spy satellite that 
broke up B9 it came 
down. 

"There’s a lot of stufT up 
there and it has to come 
down sooner or later.” 

NSW police were Inun¬ 
dated with calls from 
people convinced they 
were being spooked by 
extra-terrestrials. 

Albury police said they 
also received calls from 
people who saw the 
lights head south over 
the Alps. 

Griffith police were also 
swamped with calls. 



- SP <)r.ipliic by K.ilhy Mtinroi 


- Mystery 

- of ‘UFO’ 

O 

- alarms 

O' 

residents 

Oxl 

, RESIDENTS in a west 
to Lancashire village alerted 
3 police late last night con- 
<c cerned they may have 
I spotted a UFO. 

- They rang Ormskirk po- 
c lice to say he had seen a 
CO possible UFO over Burs- 
^ cough. 

C A police spokesman said 
W they had rung about an 
„ unidentified blue light 
• flashing and darting about 
W in the sky. 

E He added: "One man 
CO said It came towards his 
house, and then passed by 
„ at great speed. 

"The man was indicat- 
q ing that he had seen a 
Q-i UFO. We couldn't send a 
panda car after it. We just 
g had to log it In case there 
hh were other complaints. 
Z Sometimes police hellcop- 
ters fly very low and we 
kj get complaints and log 
those. I think the informa- 
^ tion was passed on in case 
q there was anything suspi- 
M cious." 

3 


Under hypnosis, Mary and the 
others have given details of expe¬ 
riences with aliens far beyond 
what they do while not under hyp¬ 
nosis. 

Mary didn't come forward with 
her story for more than 20 years 
after her first inexplicable inci¬ 
dent in 1962. 

She didn’t want to be associated 
with the “crazy” reports of oth¬ 
ers. 

She spoke with The StarPhoenix 
in recent days, giving an account 
dating back decades. 

Mary, 51, is articulate, easy to 
talk with and witty. Because of 
medical problems, she doesn’t 
travel much. 

During an interview, Vassos 
said Mary was examined by a 
psychiatrist who found no evi¬ 
dence of psychosis, but reported 
she was distressed over some¬ 
thing which had happened to her. 

Mary first wrote to Vassos in 
1987. Her story isn’t all that much 
different from those told by hun¬ 
dreds across North America each 
year. 

Her first — or perhaps second 
— strange encounter came in 1962 
when she was living in a trailer at 
Squaw Rapids. Her husband was 
at work at the power house. 

The trailer was locked from the 
inside. 

“I went to bed as usual. I woke 
up and at the foot of my bed was a 
very bright light. I tried to look at 
the light but it was too bright and 
a voice said: “do not be afraid,” 
she wrote Vassos. 

Later, under hypnosis, she is re¬ 
ported to have talked about being 
floated out of her house and vari¬ 
ous medical procedures being 
performed upon her. 

She told The StarPhoenix that 
an incident she recalls as a young¬ 
ster living in rural Saskatchewan 
might be linked to all the strange 
events which have occurred over 
the years. 

“As a kid I remember walking 
through the field. I wqs walking 
down the pasture to where the 
horse was. It was as though my 
feet were walking there on their 
own. I sat and watched the horse 
chew grass. Then I saw a man 
walking toward me. He looked fa¬ 
miliar. I just stayed there in the 
middle of the pasture and he sort 
of walked around me. And then he 
disappeared. But there was no 
where he could have gone." 

She said there seemed to be a 
lapse in time — a period of an 
hour or more for which she could 
not account. Under hypnosis, 
many people tell of being abduct¬ 
ed by aliens during these unex¬ 
plained time gaps. 

Mary said after the incident 
with the light in the trailer, she 
began to tire easier and more of¬ 
ten. She was in the process of giv¬ 
ing birth to, and raising, five chil¬ 
dren. 

She often felt there were prob¬ 
lems with her health. 

One night about 1972, her hus¬ 
band awoke and started running 
around the house looking for 
something. He said there was a 
man by the bed but there was no 
one in the house and the doors 
were locked. 


She began having dreams. 

“One night I dreamed I was on 
a ship that was not on water. I 
saw the earth a great distance 
away and suddenly I was looking 
at a star and I knew if I took my 
eyes off of it, I’d never find it 
again. 

“The next thing I know. I'm 
afraid and struggling and my 
arms are being held in front of 
me. I knock someone to the floor, 
freeing my arm and I seem 
awake enough to notice the person 
is quite small — about the size of 
(her daughter) who was about 10 
at the time. 

"Then a voice in front of me 
says not to be afraid as they 
aren’t going to hurt me — there is 
going to be a disease and they are 

oing to vaccinate me so I won’t 

ie.she wrote of the incident. 

“1 hold my arms out, palms up, 
and he draws a sharp thing across 
my wrists and it leaves a red welt. 
It didn’t hurt, just a slight 
scratch. 

“The next thing I know, it’s 
morning and I don’t have any 
marks on my wrists but I did have 
an awful head cold. I noticed 
puncture marks on my hand and 
on my stomach." 

She lived in a trailer court at 
Langenburg in the early ’60s. 

“One day I was at a neighbor’s 
and she asked: ‘Who were those 
little men you were out with the 
other night?” 

Mary said she wasn’t out with 
anyone. 

She said she only lived at the 
trailer court a short time and 
couldn’t remember the woman's 
name. 

“I wonder if she is still alive 
and can tell us something." 

Vassos has unsuccessfully at¬ 
tempted to find the woman 

Langenburg has been a hotbed 
of UFO sightings for many years 
— as recent as three years ago. 

Almost 20 years ago a farmer 
was swathing in his canola field 
when he spotted five flying 
saucers. He watched them for 90 
minutes. He lost track of more 
than two hours during the epi¬ 
sode. 

He recalled feeling that his 
body had received an electric jolt 

About 1986, Mary had a dream 
she was holding a baby in her 
arms — it was sickly or some¬ 
thing and wasn't quite right. 

“I remember thinking when I 
get home I’m going to buy some 
clothes for the baby — I was so 
happy. When I first woke up, I 
thought I still had a baby, but then 
I had to go into the living room 
and look around to make sure it 
was only a dream.” 

She said several times after her 
husband died she felt as if some¬ 
thing was kicking her from inside, 
but she knew she wasn’t pregnant 
because she hadn’t been with any¬ 
one. 

Many reports in the United 
States include accounts of incuba¬ 
tion rooms, nurseries and hybrid 
babies having human-like fea¬ 
tures. 

Mary’s most recent experience 
took place several years ago. 

She was looking out the window 


one night and saw something 
come out of the sky. It became 
hidden behind some bales piled in 
the field. 

The next thing she knew, she 
was looking out a different win¬ 
dow. 

“I saw two craft flying over. 
They were different than those de¬ 
scribed in books. They were round 
rings of light with something dark 
in the centre. They seemed to 
pulse.” 

She said there was panic in the 
house. Her two daughters and a 
son were there at the time. 

“1 said : ‘don’t worry. We'll be 
okay.’ My son went to answer the 
door. We knew they were at the 
door.” 

She and her daughter went into 
the kitchen. She looked out the 
window and saw something which 
appeared to be the top of a craft of 
some kind outside. 

What happened that night 
hasn’t been discussed in detail by 
family members. 

“We don’t talk about it in the 
house,” she said. 

Mary said she spotted people on 
the porch. They seemed quite 
small — one looked taller than the 
rest — more like a human being. 

"I was wondering at the time if 
it was some kind of joke. The one 
looked like a shorter man — about 
four feet. The others were smaller 
and looked like small kids. 

“I only remember all were of 
the same shape. They had huge 
heads and not a hair " 

All three seemed to come into 
the room at the same time. 

“It was kind of ghost-like," she 
said, adding that they seemed to 
head in different directions. 

“I welcomed one. He sort of 
greeted me. His hand was warm, 
kind of clammy He never stopped 
looking at me. They were sort of 
taking over my house They were 
about as high as the top of her 
cupboards. 

“The guy in front of me, tugged 
at me. I looked at him and I held 
my left hand out and he sort of 
guided me. They went toward the 
living room, but Mary doesn't ex¬ 
actly remember going into it. 

“The next thing I remember is 
I’m sitting on a chair. He was on 
the sofa.” 

She said she recalls saying 
something like: “So, you are real 
after all. 

“He put his arm up towards me 
That’s the last I remember." 

Mary didn’t recall the incident 
the next day. It all came back to 
her when she awoke suddenly one 
night 

She said she doesn't know what 
her children remember 

“We don’t want to talk about il 
If they remember something, 1 
don't want to influence them." 

Mary said she hadn’t read any¬ 
thing about people abducted by 
aliens until years after a number 
of incidents had occurred. 

Books, movies and magazine 
articles have related numerous 
accounts of visitations similar to 
those described by Mary. 


YORKSHIRE EVENING PRESS, York, England - Sept. 30, 1992 CR: T. Good 


UFO with 
the hole 

I FOUND Charles Hutchinson’s 
report (Evening Press, September 
24) about unidentified flying ob¬ 
jects extremely interesting, in¬ 
triguing and informative. It also 
provided reliable corroborative ev¬ 
idence of the existence of UFOs, 
which I have sought in vain for 
many years. 

Like Tony Dodd, I have served in 
the Royal Air Force and have 
worked for the police service for 
many years. This combined expe¬ 
rience developed my powers of ob¬ 
servation and indoctrinated me 
with a total acceptance of all things 
bizarre and unnatural. 

Since my first sighting, in 1949, 
of an unidentified flying object in 
the sky above the Egyptian desert, 
approximately 24 miles south-east 



■ Sweet success? Bryan 
Marlowe’s UFO snap. 


of Tel El Kebir, I have seen 
numerous strange and inexplicable 
phenomena, which could not be 
identified as conventional aircraft, 
planets, stars, meteorites, or other 
heavenly bodies. 

In the early years of my experi¬ 
ence I usually reported my 


sightings to the authorities, but 
was always disbelieved, probably 
because I was never able to support 
my reports with photographic evi¬ 
dence. 

In recent years I have adopted 
the practice of carrying a camera 
when out walking in the 
countryside. After many years my 
patience was rewarded. On March 
23, 1991 at approximately 09.35 
hours local time, I was walking my 
dog in the high field overlooking 
the Hambleton Estate at Foxwood 
Lane - a map reference can be 
provided, if required - when I saw 
a round yellow object in the sky, 
travelling at great speed, at an 
estimated height of 700ft above the 
field. 

On this occasion I wds carrying a 
35mm Canon 20 Snappy automatic 
camera, loaded with 100ASA 
Kodak film. It had been my inten¬ 
tion to photograph my dog with the 
Minster spire and York skyline in 
the background. I snapped a hur¬ 


ried photograph and the print, left, 
is the result. 

Having experienced such dis¬ 
belief in the past, I was, up until 
now, reluctant to show the photo- 
graph to the appropriate 
authorities or the general public. 
However, in view of your featured 
article on the subject, I feel duty- 
bound to share my experience and 
supporting evidence of the sight¬ 
ing. 

Bryan Marlowe, 

Otterwood Lane, 

York. 
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Man Alive looks at UFO abductions 



Man Alive takes a look at UFO abductions in a special show 
tonight 


By Wendy McCann 

of The Canadian Press 

TORONTO — Professors, law¬ 
yers and bank managers are 
among the tens of thousands of 
North Americans who believe 
they have been taken away in fly¬ 
ing saucers and subjected to pain¬ 
ful, traumatic procedures. 

There is no hard physical evi¬ 
dence. 

But in a special edition today of 
Man Alive (CBC, 8 p.m.) the con¬ 
tinent’s leading scholars and sci¬ 
entists in the field of UFO abduc¬ 
tions mount a startling case for 
their existence. 

Consider the case of Rusty Hud¬ 
son, who says that in 1981 he had 
an abduction experience during a 
business meeting with two col¬ 
leagues in a Florida hotel room. 

After light flashed from the 
television, Hudson says the three¬ 
some was transplanted across the 
room. Then, from a bright light 
streaming from a mirror, a white 
skeletal-looking face with large 
black eyes glided toward him. 

Hudson says he heard scream¬ 
ing as he stood frozen with fright. 
Instantaneously, he says, he was 
transported through the wall to 
his hotel room next door. 

In another case, a young man — 
who was vaguely conscious of ex¬ 
periencing some kind of trauma 
while he was a hotel manager in 
the Caribbean — recalled under 
hypnosis that he had been abduct¬ 
ed by aliens who took samples of 
his sperm. 


David Gotlib, a Toronto doctor 
who has worked with more than 
40 abductees over the past five 
years, says the encounters sound 


so fantastic that anyone who has 
had the experience is reluctant to 
admit it. 

“There’s an element of fear, es¬ 


pecially to begin with,” he told 
the CBC. “There’s a sense of iso¬ 
lation. They’re sure that this thing 
happened to them but they can’t 
tell anybody.’’ 

One American abductee who at¬ 
tended a summer conference on 
the subject at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology said ab¬ 
ductees are forced into silence by 
a society that, incongruously, ap¬ 
preciates such fictional space ad¬ 
ventures as Star Trek. 

“There’s this ferocious period 
as you try to sort it out. Where 
ou ask yourself: ‘Am I crazy, 
ave I lost my mind and where do 
I go for help?’” he said. 

David Chemiack, who drected 
Sky Magic, the one-hour Man 
Alive pre-season show, says some 
scholars believe "encounter- 
prone personalities” exist. 

“There is some thought that 
these people are likely the sensi¬ 
tive souls of another era, that on 
some kind of psyche level they’re 
responding to the needs of human¬ 
ity by having these experiences 
and by going through the personal 
transformations that don’t just af¬ 
fect them but everybody who 
comes in contact with them,” 
Chemiack said. 

“My judgment is that coming in 
contact with the experience (thro¬ 
ugh the documentary) has had an 
enormous effect on me and my 
view of the world. You literally 
have to adjust your view of reality 
to accommodate the fact that 
these experiences are real on 
some level.” 

Not everyone is so willing to be¬ 
lieve. 


Chemiack found witnesses who 
allege conspiracy and coverup in 
a UFO sighting in the New Mexico 
desert more than 45 years ago. 

They told of debris from a 
crashed saucer, hieroglyphic 
markings and the bodies of three 
large-headed aliens whose fingers 
were capped with suction pads. 

A New Mexico undertaker says 
he was asked for three hermeti¬ 
cally sealed caskets by officials of 
the local air force base. Three 
days earlier, the force’s general 
dismissed the sighting as a weath¬ 
er balloon. 

John Mack, a psychiatrist in the 
department of medicine at Har¬ 
vard University, says the search 
for physical evidence is a sign of 
human fear and naivete. 

"The loss of control at every 
level is where the resistance to 
believe comes and the need to 
prove this in a purely physical 
way.” 

Perhaps aliens are too smart to 
leave clues. 


FREE PRESS, Rossendale, England - Sept. A, 1992 


CR: T. Good 


EVENING NEWS, Edinburgh, 


‘Frightened’ teenage girls tell of UFO sighting on Bacup hillside 

We've seen flying saucer 


By NEIL GRAHAM 

THREE Rossendale girls 
claim to have had a close 
encounter with “aliens” on 
a Bacup hillside. 

They say the green and red 
flashing disc hovered above 
Broadclough before accelerat¬ 
ing towards Sharneyford late 
on Monday evening. 


The sighting is the First in 
Rossendale for some months 
and comes at a traditionally 
busy time for UFO spotters in 
the Valley. 

The 15-year-old girls 
Joanne Ellidge of Stacksteads, 
Sarah Wolfendon of Weir and 
Lisa Howorth, also of Weir 
are convinced that what they 
saw had other-world origins. 


Joanne said: "We watched it 
for at least five minutes from 
about a half-mile away It was 
hovering silently about a 
metre above the ground 
"It had lights all round like 
a circle. There was no way we 
could guess the size because of 
the distance. We were too 
frightened to get closer 
because it was getting dark 


"It suddenly sped up to 
about 40MPH and disappeared 
into the woods as if it was 
going towards Sharneyford.” 

The girls ran towards 
another group of friends on 
the road who also claimed to 
have seen something. 

A police officer said there 
had been no other reported 
sightings on Monday 


COLCHESTER EVENING GAZETTE, Essex, England - Sept. 9, 1992 CR: T. Good 


UFO disc 
sighting 
mystery 


UFO buffs were excited today 
after two sightings of myster¬ 
ious yellow “ saucer-shaped 
discs” over the Colchester area 
last night. 

But the Meteorological Office 
and the police believe there 
was probably a more down-to- 


earth explanation — laser 
lights. 

Night shift worker Karl 
Groome, 34, of Ipswich Road, 
Colchester, was sitting outside 
the nearbv Betts factory hav¬ 
ing a tea-break at 12.20am to¬ 
day when he said he saw 
“ seven to ten luminous yellow 
discs” flying together in an 


KENT & SUSSEX COURIER, Tunbridge Wells, England 
Sept. 25, 1992 CR: T. Good 


oval formation overhead. 

He said he and three col¬ 
leagues saw the objects again 
at 3.20am. 

Kon West, chairman of Essex 
UFO Research Group, based in 
Colchester, said a woman in 
Copford reported a similar 
sighting at 10pm last night. 


UFO sighting leads 
to new look at the 


WREXHAM & MOLD MAIL, England 
Sept. 11, 1992 CR: T. Good 


Keep an eye on the sky 


meaning of life 


THE ETERNAL questions that beset mankind are 
addressed by locaJ author Derek Sheffield, from 
Rolvenden. in a new book called A Question of 
Reason, which was published last month. 

Mr Sheffield has been interested in astronomy for 
many years and he said that his book was partly 
inspired by a sighting of what he and friends be¬ 
lieved to be an unidentified Hying object about 30 
years ago. 

Mr Sheffield said: "It looked like a bright star, it 
was a perfect triangle seen through binoculars but 
changed shape after about three quarters of an 
hour." 

In his book. Mr Sheffield recalls sightings of 
UFOs which have been reported all over the world 
including one in Papua. New Guinea which he says 
was witnessed by 38 people. 

Mr Sheffield has put forward new and challenging 
theories about the origins of the universe and 
mankind, and he said: "Many years ago the 
realisation came to me that you should never accept 
the dogma and the facts of life without question — 


indeed it is very stupid to accept blindly, without 
question, everything you have been taught " 

The book is published by The Book Guild and is 
priced at £11.95. Mr Sheffield has recently 
completed a book on flying and is working on two 
others about country life. 

Mr Sheffield is not new to wnting and has had 
articles published in the national press on his 
experiences in Africa as an aerial surveyor, in 
Nigeria with the RAF and later as an employee of 
the West African Airways Corporation. 

Mr Sheffield was a skilled aerobatic pilot and for 
13 years and he was chairman of the 600 City of 
London Squadron Flying Club. 

Mr Sheffield also runs his own consultancy 
business which deals with ink and print 
manufacture. 

However he said that writing is beginning to take 
presidence and he added: "Over two thirds of my 
life are now taken over with books." 

Catherine McNulty 


— UFO seen overhead 


ATTENTION all Wrexham 
and district Ufologists! 

A strange object was 
spotted on the Wrexham sky¬ 
line at 11pm on Monday by 
Mrs Pat Chaloner, of High- 
town. 

"I was walking home with a 
friend of mine when we 
spotted what looked like an 
aeroplane in the sky. 

"We didn’t take much no¬ 
tice at first, but after a couple 
of minutes looked up again 
and noticed it hadn’t moved. 
Also there was no sound at all 
coming from it,” Mrs Cha¬ 
loner said. 

“We kept watching for 
about half an hour, and no¬ 


ticed that whenever it disap¬ 
peared behind a cloud, it re¬ 
appeared almost instantly, as 
if it was forcing itself through 
the cloud covering. 

"It’s difficult to describe 
the object, but it looked some¬ 
thing like a star, only larger 
and brighter,” she explained. 

"Also, there seemed to be a 
light which repeatedly shot 
out of the object, and then re¬ 
turned to it - that’s about the 
only way I can describe it, like 
a beam of light flickering on 
and off. 

“I watched until midnight, 
and the object hadn’t moved 
at all and was still flickering. 
It was a really strange exper¬ 
ience.” 


Scotland - Oct. 8, 1992 

Plaque at 
UFO site 
vanishes 

A PLAQUE marking the spot of the 
first claimed UFO landing in Britain 
has mysteriously vanished into the 
night. 

It was set into a large rock in woods 
on the slopes of Dechmont Law at Liv¬ 
ingston earlier this year, more than a 
decade after forester Bob Taylor hit the 
world headlines with his account of an 
encounter with a 30ft high flying saucer. 

Now Scotland’s top UFO expert is urg¬ 
ing Livingston Development Corporation 
to erect a suitable replacement. 

"It’s a real mys¬ 
tery. The plaque 
was set firmly in 
a large rock.” said 
Ron Halliday, 
chairman of Scot¬ 
tish Earth Mys¬ 
teries Research. 

“It could have 
been vandals, a 
collector — or 
there may be 
some other reason 

for the disappearance. 

"I am disappointed this has happened. 
The plaque was erected on a site of inter¬ 
national interest, but it’s a chance to con¬ 
sider some form of sculpture which 
would not be so easily removed.” 

“I hope Livingston Development Cor¬ 
poration will give serious consideration 
to erecting a more appropriate mem¬ 
orial.” 

"The site is of considerable importance 
to UFO researchers and there are always 
people going up there to visit it.” 

LDC chief executive Jim Pollock said 
the missing plaque would be replaced in 
the near future. 

CR: T. Good 



JIM POLLOCK 
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l Furious energy from beneath the corn 


o AS .ALWAYS at this stage of 
the summer, excitement over 
gi crop circle* Is riling to fever 
pitch. Hardly had I arrived in 
the hamlet of Beckhamcton on 
.T the Wiltshire Downs before ru- 
moura began to crackle like 
>> lightning: a new formation had 
3 appeared daring the night in a 
’" 5 field behind Siibury Hill; lights 
1 had been seen in ’the sky over A; 
■g Fawner X was demanding £50 
« from anyone who wanted to in¬ 
to spoct the circle on his land, 
u As my companion, Ted 
„ Fawcett, remarked, it was at if 
g everyone had beer, drinking far 
•S too much black coffee. Ted - a 
§ distinguished garden historian, 
-> and now in his retirement an in- 
* creaaingly tkiiied dowser - had 
z come from London for a day’s 
§ drcle-hunting; and wc could 
g have had no livelier guide than 
g* Lucy Pringle, membership sec- 
q retary and treasurer of the Ce.v 
5 tre for Crop Clrclo Studies, who 
had donned a stylish pair of 
shorts [or the quest. 

In a preliminary discussion, 
which took place in the Waggon 
and Horses, Lucy revealed that 
membership of the CCCS rose 
last year to over 1,000, and also 
that tonight, at some unnume- 
able rendezvous in Bucking¬ 
hamshire, there was to be a 
competition in which the coun¬ 
try's finest hoaxers would show 
what they could do. 

Lucy's discourse flashed from 
one facet of the subject to an¬ 
other; when she dowses a circle 
with rods or a pendulum, she de¬ 
fects terrific energy, especially at 
0>e edges As one man 
walked into a formation, the 
chewing-gum in his mouth 
turned to chalk ,.. During 1981 
Hay BEmes, a former aircraft 
engineer, actually witched a cir¬ 
cle form, in only four seconds. 

Lucy, we quickly saw, is a pro¬ 


fessional crop circle sleuth. By 
the time we took to the road, we 
amateurs were ready to believe 
anything - and in that pert of 
the world expectations are 
heightened by me sheer antiq¬ 
uity of the landscape. White 
horses are hewn in the chalk 
hillsides and prehistoric burial 
mounds crown the summits, 

Our first target was a circle 
that had appeared in a 300-acre 
wheat field the previous Sunday 
night The field had been under 
scrutiny by a posse of ciop- 
watchers perched on a hill 
nearby, but the night had been 
very dark and they had seen 
nothing. 

With permission from the 
farmer, we approached the for¬ 
mation from behind, Because 
the field was so large and rose in 
the middle, we could not see the 
circle from where we left the car, 
and my companions consulted 
their instruments as to which act 
of tractor wheel-marks, or tram¬ 
lines, we should turn down. 
Lucy's wire rods and Ted’s 
forked buddlela stick both re¬ 
acted at the same set, so down 
that we went - sod came out 
bang on target. 

The formation wai not so 
much a clrclo as a ring, 40 yards 
in diameter, with a line of com 
three-feet wide laid flat el! 
round its circumference, and the 
crop in the middle still standing. 
Also, one straight line, like the 
minute hand of a clock, ran from 
the centre lo the perimeter. 

I felt at once that the whole 
thing was man-made. It is true 
that no tell-tale tracka led to it, 
but it was so big that it crossed 
one set of tram-lines (which run 
at 18-metre intervals), and any¬ 
one could have walked straight 
out to It without crushing,a sin¬ 
gle stalk. Besides, is I proved by 
experiment, it is possible to 


Country 

Mutters 


Duff 

Hart-Davis 



move through standing wheat 
without leaving any traoc, if one 
places one’s feat carefully be¬ 
tween the drills. 

It looked to me as if the ring- 
track had been made by some¬ 
one dragging a board. I imag¬ 
ined onenoaxer standing it the 
centre, and an accomplice cir¬ 
cling him on the end of a cord 
held taut, so as to prescribe a 
true circle. Bven on a dark night, 
one would need no light for such 
a manoeuvre. Another suspect 
feature wai that the formation 
lay in full view of a mein road, aa 
If placed to attract attention. 

Yet just as my scepticism was 
hardening, something very odd 
happened. Ted, dowsing on the 
perimeter, called out that we 
were standing In one of the pre¬ 
historic circles that form the 
central feature of ancient 
•hrines such as Avebury. Slnco, 
on an earlier occasion, I had wit¬ 
nessed his astonishing ability to 
detect the sockets In which 


megaliths onco stood, I knew his 
reaction was both absolutely 
genuine and likely to be correct. 

Further experiments con¬ 
firmed his dlignoeis. He picked 
up traces of the avenues of 
stones - always set out In 
threes - that led in to the cen¬ 
tral ring of a prehistoric shrine. 
Was the formation in the com, 
then, a natural one, caused by 
some difference in the con¬ 
ductivity of the ground, or was it 
a sophisticated hoax, for which 
the hoaxers themselves bad 
dowsed an ancient shrine before 
deciding where to work? 

Wo left with the question tan- 
talisingly unresolved, and after 
lunch, proceeded to another 
formation, again by special per¬ 
mission. This one was com¬ 
pletely different - so far from 
any road, and so much out of 
sight on top of a low. Hat hill, 
that the farmer himself had not 
become aware of it until the pi¬ 
lot of a light aircraft told him it 
was there. This, surely, was the 
last place In which a hoaxer 
would have bothered to operate. 

This formation also was la a 
wheatfield, but the moment 1 
saw it I was overwhelmed by cer¬ 
tainty that it was natural. My 
companions Celt the same. The 
corn had gone down in throe 
perfect circlsi, whose circumfer¬ 
ences Just kissed. Bach was 30 
paces in diametar. The ears had 
been laid in clockwise swirls, 
but, far from having been me¬ 
chanically dragged over, they 
were still fluffed up and interwo¬ 
ven, some on top of others. The 
cut-off line, betwcon standing 
and laid corn, was clean-cut. To¬ 
wards tha middie of each twin 
some corn still stood - yet 
these tufts were not at tho cen¬ 
tres of the circles, but about a 
yard from them. 

Lucy’s pendulum detected 


such furious energy that she 
could hardly keep hold of it The 
glass blob flew round horizon¬ 
tally on the end of its chain. 
Again, Ted dowsed numerous 
traces of prehistoric stones all 
round us, and deduced that we 
were in the middle of a huge 
processional way, once marked 
out by standing stones which 
had marched towards the burial 
mounds on the horizon. 

From the middle of one of the 
swirls, he elaborated his theory 
of how stone-age people made 
circular floors of hard-beaten 
chalk, over which celebrants - 
priests? dancers? - could move 
treely in their ritual celebra¬ 
tions. These ancient floors, he 
believes, contain special mag¬ 
netic energy, akin to static elec¬ 
tricity, and differ In conductivity 
from the surrounding terrain. 

He surmises that the mag¬ 
netic force of vuch places In¬ 
creases si the temperature rises, 
and that, after hot weather, 
there comes s point at which the 
rings suddenly discharge, where¬ 
upon a swirl of energy explodes 
from the ground and lays tho 
corn flat. Flash point probably 
comes in late evening or early 
morning, when the ears are full 
of dew. 

Whether or not such an ex¬ 
planation le "cientlfically feasi¬ 
ble, I am not sure, Wbat I do 
know is that in those three 
strange circles I felt no fear or 
apprehension, but on the con¬ 
trary, a ser.so of woll being, o r 
warmth, or healing, which many 
other people have reported. 

I conclude that although 
hoaxers are undoubtedly at 
work up and down the country, 
they are only elaborating on a 
riveting natural phenomenon, 
whose nature will continue to 
puzzle observers for years to 
come. 


Close encounters of the North-West kind 


Moon¬ 

shaped 

object 

riddle 



• RESIDENTS of WA’s North-West have had 
some close encounters with a mystery flying 
object. SCOTT BRANDRETH reports on the spate 
of UFO sightings in WA. 


WEST Australians are 
not alone. 

A small quarter moon¬ 
shaped object shrouded In a 
cloud-like mist has been 
buzzing the skies across the 
North-West, leaving many 
unanswered questions In Its 
cosmic wake. 

Up 40. people are believed 
to have seen tne object, which 
first appeared near Broome 
nearly three weeks ago. 

The sightings are similar to 
three reports of UFOs made 
in the same region two years 
ago. 

Last week Derby residents 
reported seeing the crescent- 
shaped object and this week 
three more sightings were 
made between Cape Leveque 
and the Sunday Islands. 

Two Nullagine prospectors 
were among those who saw 
the UFO which they said 
emitted a strong blue light 
before disappearing. 

Most sightings have lasted 
between one and two minutes 
and all descriptions of the 
object have matched up. 


Willie Creek pearl farm 
managers Leila Bailey and 
Christopher Davis were 
among the first to see the 
UFO on August 8 while they 
were fishing. 

They said the crescent¬ 
shaped object was travelling 
in a northerly direction at a 
"steady and consistent” pace 
at about 2000ft in the air. 

"We could hear a very 
slight high-pitched droning 
nosse," Mr Davis said. 

"The object was shrouded 
In vapor, fog or mist, similar 
to the moon behind a light 
cloud." 

Mr Davis said the rest of 
the sky was clear and the out¬ 
line of the quarter moon 
shape could be easily seen. 

"The object passed over¬ 
head between the Willie 
Creek pearl farm and our 


nelgnoor one kilometre away 
and we watched It for at least 
a minute until It passed out of 
sight behind the mangrove 
trees." he said. 

"We have no explanation 
for It. therefore we are keep¬ 
ing an open mind." 

WA's UFO Data Collection 
Centre (UFORUM) spokes¬ 
man Brian Richards said he 
had spoken to Ms Bailey. Mr 
Davis and to the Nullagine 
prospectors. 

"They all sounded credible 
and rational," Mr Richards 
said. 

Mr Richards said well 
known astro-physicist 

Jacques Vallee had men¬ 
tioned similar crescent¬ 
shaped objects In his book 
Chronicles of The Soviet 
Union - A Cosmic Samizdat. 

"Apparently there have 


been a lot of these crescent- 
shaped objects being sighted 
over Russia recently.” he said. 

Mr Richards said nearly 30 
UFO sightings had been 
reported to and documented 
by UFORM since the -start of 
the year. 

He said WA was experienc¬ 
ing a wave of UFO sightings. 

Many sightings had invol¬ 
ved strange orange lights, 
which often moved erratically 
across the sky. Many reports 
had come from suburbs. 
Including Como and South 
Lakes. 

Old sightings 

"There have been sightings 
dating back to 1908 in Mun- 
daring, Guildford and Mid¬ 
land which are contained in 
police records," Mr Richards 
said. 

"Back then the objects were 
just fobbed off as being 
Venus or the moon." 

Australian 8keptics Asso¬ 
ciation president Barry Wil¬ 


liams said recent UFO sight¬ 
ings in the North-West could 
probably be attributed to 
natural phenomena. 

He said the society offered 
a $30,000 reward to anybody 
who could produce verifiable 
evidence of UFOs being spa¬ 
ceships from another planet. 

A reward which had been 
put up by broadcaster Phillip 
Adams and adventurer Dick 
Smith had so far gone 
unclaimed. 

"Even UFO buffs say 90 per 
cent of sightings can be put 
down to natural phenomena." 
Mr Williams said. 

Despite thousands of UFO 
sightings, nobody had been 
able to come forward with a 
genuine alien artefact. 

He said a rash of UFO 
sightings had been reported 
from the NSW central coast 
in May. 

People had reported seeing 
lights shining through win¬ 
dows and small lights Joining 
up with "mother ships”. 

"These sightings continued 
over a couple of weeks and 
our initial reaction was that 
they were probably caused by 
aircraft of the U8 Navy exer¬ 
cising with the Australian 
fleet in the lead-up to Coral 
8ea week celebrations." Mr 
Williams said. 

"The truth was revealed on 
the Channel 9 news when a 
local businessman showed 
how he had been flying stunt 
kites, with glow tubes attach¬ 
ed. along the beachfront." 

Perth Observatory director 
Mike Candy said recent WA 
sightings had prompted great 
discussion among observatory 
staff. 

The object sounded "pretty 
odd" but was probably a piece 
of space Junk re-entering and 
burning up in the atmos¬ 
phere. 

He said 3000 tonnes of space 
Junk fell to earth every year. 
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! Bigfoot expert probes sightings 


By David Johnson 

of the Tribune _ 

P ULLMAN — Washington 
State University anthro¬ 
pologist Grover Krantz 
Tuesday gave last week’s al¬ 
leged sighting near Lapwai of 
the legendary bigfoot a “50-50” 
chance of being authentic. 

“It’s the sort of thing a very 
large man could have done,” 
Krantz said, referring to the 
possibility of someone staging a 
hoax. 

But Krantz, who has spent 
more than two decades study¬ 
ing the bigfoot phenomenon, 
said such a hoax would have 
involved “an incredible amount 
of work.” 


■ WSU anthropologist Grover Krantz calls Lapwai sightings 
'run-of-the-mill' and gives them '50-50 chance' of authenticity 


After being called to the 
scene Friday, Krantz said he 
found tracks in a plowed field. 
While the footprints were only 
about size 12 or 13 and relative¬ 
ly undefined in the loose soil, 
the stride between them was 
fairly long, Krantz said. 

What’s more, he said he 
found “three or four lines of 
tracks” of equally wide spac¬ 
ing. Someone perpetrating a 
hoax, therefore, would have 
had to come downhill, gone 
back up a different route and 
come down again a number of 
times, said Krantz. It would be 


almost impossible to maintain 
the long stride going uphill, he 
added. 

Witnesses, of which there 
were at least eight, said they 
saw only one hairy creature 
last Thursday evening, de¬ 
scending a hillside and later 
hiding in some bushes south¬ 
west of the Nez Perce National 
Historical Park’s visitor center 
near Spalding. 

Assuming the creature was 
* , Sasquatch 1! " Krantz said, he 
speculates it could have been 
one of perhaps four. 

“My best guess, though, is 


it’s a single Sasquatch that got 
into the area ... and left,” 
Krantz said. 

After spending more than an 
hour Friday searching for evi¬ 
dence and talking to two people 
who reported seeing the crea¬ 
ture, Krantz said he would rate 
the incident “run-of-the-mill” 
among the many he has investi¬ 
gated during his years on the 
trail of bigfoot. 

“This sort of thing happens 
once a week,” Krantz said. He 
said the media usually ignores 
the sightings. But he said he 
has received a couple of calls 


from the national media after 
the story became public Satur¬ 
day. 

Krantz said he was notified 
of the incident by a Lewiston 
merchant who knew of his work 
and had talked to a member of 
the Nez Perce Tribe who had 
information about the alleged 
sighting. 

Krantz said he is “quite sure 
the animals are real.” His new 
book titled “Big Footprints: the 
scientific evidence for Sas¬ 
quatch,” will be on sale this 
fall. 

He clings to the somewhat 
controversial stance of kill¬ 
ing a bigfoot if the opportunity 
arises. 

“The only proof is bringing in 
a body,” Krantz said, explaining 



that pictures, videotapes, mov¬ 
ies, eyewitness reports and 
physical evidence like footprints 
are all subject to hoax. Those 
who want to save the creature, 
Krantz said, must accept the de¬ 
mise of an individual as the key 
to ensuring the future of the spe¬ 
cies. 

Krantz said his pursuit of big¬ 
foot has been like a professional 
“albatross” around his neck, be¬ 
cause so many anthropologists 
consider the evidence found thus 
far more fiction than fact. 

“I kind of understand how 
blacks and women must feel,” 
Krantz said. 

Krantz said he has no plans to 
return to the Lapwai area, but 
will instead go about his profes¬ 
sorial work at WSU and wait for 
another reported sighting to in¬ 
vestigate. 
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their Impressive electronic gear. 

We were right at the spot where 
we could see evidence yet of a 
Blgfoot’s tracks. Where It had 
apparently been startled from 
getting a drink from the pond 
when Freeman drove up that 
morning In August. 

This was the scene of much 
of the activity that morning so 
a lot of time was spent here by 
the TV crew. They worked real 
fast and quite efficiently, how¬ 
ever, doing no more than two or 
three -takes," then moving to 
another setting. 

While there had been three 
guys here the first day. the 
second day another had been 
flown In to Walla Walla from 
Harrisburg, Penn. This was 
Chris DeRose of Los Angeles, Blue Montaln story, 
the correspondent, or person That night, the chopper, 
who did the Interviewing of Free- equipped with the latest mill- 
man. tary-type Infra-red, night film- 

Those who had come the first lng camera, with heat-seeking 
day were Joe Tobin, Los Ange- devices to do the Job, flew sor- 
les, the director, and Todd ties over the Mill Creek Water- 
Freeland and Eric Van Winkle shed and vicinity. The pilot was 
of the Tri- Cities. Ron Carlick, Freeman said. 

Freeland, who manned the The target, of course, was to 
camera, and Van Winkle, on film a Bigfoot, who seems to 
the audio equipment, are like the safety of the Water- 
“freelancers." Both have other, shed. 

regularjobs. Van Winkle, whose While deer and elk were spot- 


Touchet Valley Ramblings 


By Vance Orchard 
Waitsburg Times Columnist 


Film crew from "Hard Copy" visit the Blue Mountians in search of Bigfoot. 


A crew from "Hard Copy," a 
tabloid TV program, got a 
booster shot when they showed 
up In the Blues the other day. 

The trio came from Los An¬ 
geles to film the area In which 
Paul Freeman shot some good 
video footage of a couple of 
Bigfoots Aug. 20. 

A 30-mlnute documentary 
Is scheduled for early showing 
by "Hard Copy," they told us. 
Possibly Sept. 25. This would 
be6:30p.m., Channel 19(CBS). 

With Freeman and 1 in the 
lead vehicle motoring up the 
Mill Creek Road, we were tak¬ 
ing them to the pond near De¬ 
duct Spring where Freeman had 
spooked the two creatures In 
August. 

Before we reached the turn¬ 
off to the pond. Freeman says: 
“Go on past (Deduct) up to the 
junction and on a little way 
past it. We might spot a print or 
two if we’re real lucky." 

We hadn’t been parked but a 
minute in the area Paul sought 
when I spotted the first of sev¬ 
eral tracks at the road's edge 
which led off through the brush, 
then were picked up in a clear¬ 
ing. 


These were 14 Inches long 
and six inches wide. They had 
been made prior to the day's 
rain storm, maybe that morn¬ 
ing or the night before, we 
estimated. 

After following the tracks for 
about a block or so, we went 
back to the cars and returned 
down the road, thinking to run 
into the pond, but a prior ar¬ 
rangement to pick up a fourth 
TV crew member at the airport 
dictated we go on to Walla 
Walla. 

So, an early start at the pond 
near Deduct was set for the 
next day. 

But, talk about stumbling 
into a piece of good luck! Those 
“Hard Copy" guys really did It! 

With plans merely to shoot 
some background scenery for 
their documentary featured by 
Freeman's footage of Aug. 20, 
they really had a bonus with 
fairly fresh tracks and lots of 
them! 

A question fired at me as we 
walked back to the car: 

“Have you ever seen those 
footprints back there before 
today?" 

Since the tracks came as a 


complete surprise to both Free¬ 
man and myself, you know what 
1 said. 

Actually the tracks were a 
pleasant surprise to both Free¬ 
man and 1. We'd only been 
slightly hopeful we’d see some¬ 
thing. Oh, maybe a flimsy track 
several days old. maybe. 

But, nothing like what we 
saw—fairly fresh ones and lots 
of them to boot! 

Well, that was Day 1 of the 
“Hard Copy" coverage of the 
episode which Freeman says 
has closed down his 10-year 
search for a Bigfoot. That deci¬ 
sion came, you recall, when he 
was Jumped by not one, but 
TWO Bigfoots near the pond. 
He says the scare he got that 
day convinced him he'd re¬ 
ceived a "message" that he had 
better cease and desist his 
search of a decade! 

The second day of “Hard 
Copy's" crew began early... we 
left Walla Walla at 6 a.m. and 
shortly after 7 we were filming 
at the pond. 

The occasional call of a raven 
was “just perfect," murmured 
the audio mein of the two-man 
camera crew as they set up 


father was bom In Walla Walla, 
sells advertising for the cable 
TV company In the Tri-Cltles. 

AsTobln explained, the prac¬ 
tice Is to hire camera-sound 
crews at or near the scene of 
any action they film around the 
country. 

"There's always a camera 
crew In any town, practically," 
he said. 

I stayed with the crew till 
around II a.m., when they 
wanted to head back to Walla 
Walla to meet a helicopter pilot, 
flying here from Hamilton, 
Mont. As we stopped In the 
road to parlay before heading 
down to Walla Walla, Tobin's 
TV crew got its second “break." 

They met a bow hunter who 
turned out tobe a skeptic of the 
entire Bigfoot thing! 

And, of course, this fits In 
like a hand in a glove with 
anyone, even TV news crews, 
out doing a story: they got a 
shot at someone willing to 
“explain” the Bigfoot phenom¬ 
ena. 

Tobin said the skeptic was a 
local resident, Dennis Carter of 
MUton-Freewater. Another 
break, since they were filming a 


ted — one elk so close and so 
clear his blinking eyes could be 
seen, I was told — no sign of a 
Bigfoot. A split-second glimpse 
of a bear was also noted, but It 
got Into brush real fast. Free¬ 
man told me. 

If Bigfoot truly likes the sanc¬ 
tuary provided by the Water¬ 
shed and he was In there last 
week on Wednesday night, It 
likely got to cover when it heard 
the chopper. 

After all, if it has survived all 
these centuries without being 
wiped out by man and beast. It 
must be a little smarter than 
the average animal! 

Anyway, with such TVshows 
as “Hard Copy," ABC's “Good 
Morning America" (here in ’87) 
the world will sure know where 
Walla Walla and the Blue Moun¬ 
tains are on the globe. 

And, I hear a third TV crew 
wants to come here for a film¬ 
ing of this land of the “Bigfoot 
of the Blues." 
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Tri-State Spooklight legend lives on 


• By LINDA WALKER 
® News-Record Staff Writer 
s] Over the years, the curious have 
2 converged on a hilly, dirt road in 
northeastern Ottawa County hoping to share 
co in the mystery of the Tri-State Spooklight 
. The road was once marked by a museum 
° and by scores of cars containing teenaged 
" thrill seekers. 

o The waves of commercialization, crowds, 
and believers and skeptics have ebbed and 
§1 flowed. These days there are no signs of 
museums, only a remote stretch of county 
road with an inordinate amount of beer cans 
o lining the ditches. 

n It seems a strange place to find an answer 
J to the question that hounds the Tri-State 
“ Spooklight: What is it? 

Headlights, legends, hokum? 

1 Those things have been built into the 
g Spooklight with human help. But beyond 
that. Tulsan Keith Partain would suggest 
.rt there is a true anomaly. 

§ Partain would probably also tell thrill 
rj seekers they can cease their nightly 
z pilgrimages to Spooklight Road. If they want 
o' to see the anomaly Partain believes is the 
real Tri-State Spooklight, they will probably 



Tulsa anomallst Keith Partain researches the Tri-State Spooklight. 


be waiting more than a few years, and they 
might have to search beyond Spooklight 
Road. 

Partain, an anomalist who studied the 
Spooklight for seven years, believes an 
anomaly does exist in northeastern Ottawa 
County, but It is not the fanciful legend 
many have made it to be. In fact, the devoted 
romantics might be a little bored with the 
technicalities of Partain's explanation. 

Partain is quick to call his idea a 
hypothesis, an assumption to be tested with 
scientific rigor. He wants to hurt no one's 
feelings. 

Partain has advanced his explanation of 
the Spooklight before, but because it is often 
repeated inaccurately, he prefers to leave the 
particulars to a book he has written and 
hopes to have published. 

In general, the Tri-State Spooklight 
belongs to a worldwide class of anomalies 
called low-level nocturnal lights, Partain 
said. In his studies, Partain has found certain 
consistencies with other spooklight sightings 
around the world. 


There’s no shortage of eerie tales 
to explain the Tri-State Spooklight 


By LINDA WALKER 
News-Record Staff Writer 


journalistic rigor as other phenomena. In 
his quest to do so, Partain recorded a 
book’s worth of tales and theories and 
spent months seeking factual confirmation 
in official records. 

Partain did not incorporate the common 
tales and explanations into his own 
Spooklight theory because he did not find 
enough evidence to corroborate them. He 
did, however stumble onto some 
interesting distortions and inconsistencies. 

“Every time somebody picked up a 
typewriter, they made up a new one,” 
Partain said. “Irresponsible reporters would 
get their typewriters out and they would 
just tippy-tap out a new version with no 
cross-references." 

The fault lies with everyone, from 
researchers who failed to do adequate leg 
work to writers who were content to repeat 


Like the Tri-State Spooklight, such lights as those 
reported in Marfa, Texas, and in Brown Mountain, N.C. 
have also been mistaken for car lights, Partain found in 
his comparative studies of them. Photos and studies of 
those lights also lend some credence to them not being 
wholly attributable to headlights, Partain said. 

Such lights also sometimes resemble ball lightning, a 
former anomaly that was recognized by science in the 
early ‘60s, but still not fully understood. 

“Although ball lightning are now recognized as real 
phenomenon, they’re still very mysterious," Partain 
said. “Nobody really knows what they are. Nobody 
knows why electricity can form itself into a globular 
shape and not fall apart. 

“r, on the other hand, am not saying it is ball light¬ 
ning. I’m saying, very carefully, it resembles ball lignt- 
ning." 

One thing the spooklights do not seem to have in 
common with lightning or ball lightning is a scent. 
There has been no smell of sulphur recorded or explo¬ 
sions, which is characteristic of lightning, Partain said. 

"I do believe that it is an independent floating mystery 
light with some characteristics of ball lightning," Partain 
said of the Tri-State Spooklight. "I have a theory of its 
formation, but I’m saving it to explain it in my book." 

While headlights account for many of the Tri-State 
Spooklight sightings, Partain believes he has come upon 
two trustworthy repons, which have helped him form 
his own hypothesis. One is a 1955 account by former 
Joplin resident Rae Williams, and the other is a 1977 
spotting by a Joplin Globe reporter. 

In 1977, Marta Poyner-Churchwell captured what 
Partain believes is the real Spooklight in three photos 
taken in Ottawa County. 

In one photo, the light appears to have a tail and in a 
second, it is stationary. In the third photo, however, the 
light appears to emit a daughter ball in front of a tree. 

“Marta did not see the daughter ball with her own 
eyes," Partain said. “This occurred faster than the 
human eye could react and that’s plausible if it's an elec¬ 
trical phenomena because electricity travels a lot faster 
than nerve impulses does. 

“Other ball lightning do this. That's why I had the ball 
lightning hypothesis.” 

Car headlights could not have produced the filament 
and daughter ball, which passed in front of a tree, but 
ball lightning could, Partain said. 

In 1983, Partain had Churchwell's photo computer 
enhanced with an independent institute in Arizona. The 
enhancement did not prove that the Tri-State Spooklight 
was ball lightning or a mystery light. But it also failed to 
disprove the hypothesis, Partain said. 


For a phenomenon that has yet to have a 
final, universally accepted explanation, 
there is one certainty about the Tri-State 
Spooklight: there's no shortage of tales and 
theories trying to explain it. 

The tales and theories make great fodder 
for writers of books, newspapers and 
magazines, as well as for area residents. 

Who wouldn’t be a little fascinated about 
town of panicked residents or a decapitated 
Civil War soldier still trying to find his 
head? Who wouldn’t begin to speculate 
about swamp gas or headlights from 
nearby Interstate 44? 

Some might be content to be entertained 
with tales. But Tulsan Keith Partain 
believes the Tri-State Spooklight should be 
subjected to the same scientific and 

-old tales without trying to find their origin, Partain said. 

While the setting for at least three Spooklight legends 
was pre-1900, Partain found no published accounts that 
mentioned the Spooklight dated before 1935. 

• Hornet Panic. Among the most written-about legends 
related to the Spooklight is the Homet Panic of 1880 or 
1886. 

The Spooklight sighting so frightened residents in Hor¬ 
net, Mo., that they packed and left. Another version 
attributes the exodus to deaths of two Indian children, 
which was blamed on the Spooklight. Still another version 
lists the death of livestock. 

Based on Partain’s research, however, “it never hap¬ 
pened." Aside from modern-day newspaper accounts of 
the legend, Partain found no historical documentation. 

“A mass panic like that, especially through the Tri-State 
Mining District, would have been major," said Partain, 
noting there were as many as 10,000 people living in the 
area over a century and a half. 

“I even had a professional double-check my research. 
Same conclusion. No panic." 

Partain also made another observation on the date 1886: 
add 50 and you get 1936, the year after the first known 
Spooklight accounts were published. Partain speculated 
the date 1886 might have been arrived at by someone lis¬ 
tening to an old timer who casually observed that the light 
was around “50 years ago.” 

Tale of the lost head. Anyone who researches Spook- 


As an anomolist, 
Partain isn’t your 
typical ghostbuster 

By LINDA WALKER 
News-Record Staff Writer 

When a person thinks of an anomalist, the 
movie Ghostbusters might come to mind. 

But while poltergeists and Unidentified 
Flying Objects have been among the studies 
of Tulsan Keith Partain, a proton pack is not 
among his inventory of tools. He wouldn't 
mind having more special software for his 
computer to better allow him to crunch data 
from his studies, though. 

Analyzing computer data might not sound 
ac auditing a*, blading green blobs, but that 
is closer to the reality of Partain's avocation. 
He is “not your typical Bigfoot, Loch Ness 
Monster, ghost chaser.” 

“I’m trying to raise the consciousness 
about anomalistics that we aren’t simply 
ghost busters,” Partain said. 

“Technically, anomalists are scientists, but 
I don't want to be called a scientist, per se.” 

Like a scientist would, Partain collects 
facts on his subjects, forms hypotheses and 
tries to test them. He could spend hours in 
libraries researching literature or maps or in 
the field observing his subject. 

He could use common scientific tools 
such as magnetometers. 

“We use the tools of modem science,” 
said Partain, who holds a bachelor’s degree 
in zoology and a master’s in natural 
sciences. “We aren’t antagonistic toward 
science in the least.” 

Anomalistics is not the study of “weird" 
things, but rather of things that do not fit the 
current ideas of science, Partain said. 
Scientists might not study such phenomena 
for fear of losing grants or tenure. 

Therefore anomalistics is left to devoted 
amateurs, such as Partain. 

It’s not that an anomalist automatically 
believes reports of odd phenomena, Partain 
said. An anomalist questions why it is 
fashionable or unfashionable to 
accept or reject certain ideas. 

“We are saying, why can’t we ask 
these questions,” Partain said. “It’s 
not that spooklights exist or don’t 
exist Why are we not permitted to 
ask that they exist or why is it so 
important that people believe in 
them?” 

In studying anomalistics, Partain 
stresses that he does not want to 
offend anyone’s beliefs. He 
approaches his subject as a neutral 
party. 

“I don't want to be confused with 
a skeptical debunker,” he said. 

“We’re nothing like that. A skeptic 
thinks we’re a true believer. A true 
believer thinks we’re a skeptic. 

“We’re a whole separate category. 

We do not debunk or believe. We 
want to examine facts in a friendly, 
non-judgmental fashion.” 


light files at Miami Public Library will find at least three 

newspaper stories mentioning an apparition who carries a 
lantern and walks the area in search of his decapitated 
head. 

The ghost has been that of an Indian whose wife decapi¬ 
tated him in a fit of anger and of a man whose head was 
lopped off by three infatuated women after they found out 
he was a “three-timer.” The most common version is that 
of the Civil War soldier, who was either executed or acci¬ 
dentally decapitated by a cannon. 

Official records, however, do not verify such accounts, 
Partain said. 

“There are good historians that can dig up anything 
else,” Partain said. “Why don’t we have the name of that 
sergeant, his squad, his regiment?” 

• Indian Lovers. Another tale contends the Spooklight 
symbolizes everlasting love between an Indian maid and 
brave. After their forbidden love was discovered, or their 
marriage averted by an expensive dowry, they killed them¬ 
selves by leaping off a bluff overlooking the Spring River. 

Partain found the first account of the lovers in a 1903 
Chronicles of Oklahoma. It mentions no spooklight. He 
questions how the couple ended up nearly 10 miles to the 
east, over the state line. 

(continued on page 19) 


In his own field trips to northeastern Ottawa County, 
Partain said he did not witness the real spooklight 
anomaly himself. The real anomaly is extremely rare 
and certainly not a nightly occurrence, he explained. 

“It’s so rare, I'd camp up there for 12 years. That’s 
one thing I think is very important People can quit park¬ 
ing along that road and bothering people. 

‘There’s no need to. If they want to wait for 12 years, 
it might materialize in somebody’s farm land a mile 
from there. There’s no reason for it to materialize just on 
Spooklight Road. Marta got lucky." 

Partain believes a few farmers probably saw the light 
bounding over their fields in the last century or so, “but 
we have no real accounts because these were simple 
farm folks who didn’t keep those kind of records and I 
wouldn’t expect them to. 

Partain has theorized when such spooklights might 
next appear and he hopes to test his hypotheses on the 
Tri-State Spooklight and others in the world in 1997. 

In the meantime, he will continue to seek a publisher 
for his book on the Tri-State phenomenon. 
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(continued from page 18 - NEWS-RECORD, 
Miami, OK - Oct. 30, 1992) 

“Things did get confused, there’s no question about it" 
Partain said. “But there’s no sense in perpetuating the con¬ 
fusion.” 

• Car Headlights. Oddly, the first written accounts of 
the Spooklight seem to correspond roughly with the cre¬ 
ation of Route 66 in 1933, Partain said. The building of 
the highway added car headlights, which became a com¬ 
mon explanation for the Spooklight 

While headlights have muddied the picture and have 
often been mistaken for the Spooklight, Partain does not 
believe they can fully suffice as an explanation. The 
Spooklight should be seen from any direction, he said, not 
just from the direction of the nearby Interstate 44 or for¬ 
mer Route 66. 

• Independent studies. The most commonly referenced 
smdy is one by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from 
Camp Crowder, Mo., during World War II. According to 
some newspaper accounts, the group never concluded 
what the Spooklight was. 

Partain's research, however, turned up only an investi¬ 
gation by the Signal Corps from Camp Crowder in 1946, 
not the U.S. Army Corps in Engineers. The study, which 
took place a mile north of Spooklight Road, showed how 
the “phenomennon” could be created with lights. 

A theory that the lights are somehow caused by swamp 
gas, or methane, has also been proposed. However, Partain 
said no significant sources of methane have been located 
in the area. 

• Location problem. Many accounts of the Spooklight, 
especially those from Missouri, refer to it as the Hornet 
Spooklight or the Joplin Spooklight. 

Partain was unable to verify any spottings over the 
Oklahoma state line in Missouri. Joplin and Hornet, like 
Miami and Quapaw, have been reference points to direct 
people to the Spooklight, but Partain maintains the phe¬ 
nomenon is indisputably located in Oklahoma. 

Running west from the Oklahoma/Missouri state line, a 
road has been named for the Spooklight, but the real 
Spooklight is not confined only to that road, Partain said. 
The road became notable when Arthur P. “Spooky” Mead¬ 
ows built a museum at the head of the road. 

Meadows, and later his brother-in-law. Garland 
“Spooky” Middleton, offered a night spot for teens, capi¬ 
talizing on the Spooklight. 

The club offered all the standard fare — a jukebox, root 
beer and a place to have a dance with a beau. For added 
thrill, the “Spookys” also offered a telescope and a wall of 
old clippings and photos. 

“Spooklight Road is not special," Partain said. “I sus¬ 
pect it to be where old Spooky One just happened to be 
able to buy the building for the museum." 

In fact, Spooklight Road is one of three parallel county 
roads that was once part of the original, winding Devil’s 
Promenade Road, according to old topographic maps Par¬ 
tain located. 

A Webster’s Dictionary definition of promenade is “a 
“leisurely walk for pleasure or display.” As Partain puts it, 
“It wasn't named Devil's Promenade for nothing.” 

• Reporting Problems. In addition to location and orig¬ 
ination, the timing of the Spooklight has also been distort¬ 
ed. 

From 1935 to 1959, published accounts said the Spook- 
light was a “frequent sighting." From 1960 to present, 
after a museum opened and more tour books listed the 
Spooklight Partain noted it suddenly became a “nightly 
mystery." 

If Partain's theory is correct Tri-State Spooklight might 
more accurately pay a “decadely” visit. 

By advancing his own findings, Partain is quick to stress 
that he does not want to offend the beliefs of others. He 
added that he would gladly hear ghost accounts with cer¬ 
tain criteria and that he would welcome any published 
newspaper or journal accounts of the Spooklight before 
1930. 

“If we get the facts, we’ll get closer to the real anoma¬ 
ly,” Partain explained. “Tri-State Spooklight is many 
things. It’s a rumor, it is distorted anecdotes, such as the 
Indian lovers, the automobile headlights and the real 
anomaly.” 


Dallas, TX - Oct. 16, 1992 CR: T. Adams 


CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

■ Sponsor: Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the 
Paranormal and the North Texas Skeptics 

■ When: Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

■ Where: Harvey Hotel at State Highway 114 and Esters Boulevard hi 
Irving, near Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport 

■ Cost: $125 

B Topics of discussion: 

✓ Multicultural Approaches to Science: The Good, the Bad and the 
Ugly — 9:15 a.m. to noon Friday 

✓ Gender Issues in Science and Pseudoscience — 2 to 5 p.m. Friday 

✓ The Future of Skepticism: The Price of Reason — 8:15 to 8:30 p.m. 
Friday 

✓ Fraud in Science — 9 a.m. to noon Saturday 

✓ Crashed Saucers — 2 to 5 pin. Slurday 

✓ The Paranormal in China — 2 to 5p.m. Saturday 

✓ Tour of Dinosaur Valley State Park—8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday 
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MORNING NEWS, 

Skeptics 
meet to 
test claims 

Organization targets 
paranormal reports 

By Matt Crenson 

Stall Writer of The Dallas Morning News 

The Committee for the Scientific 
Investigation of Claims of the Para¬ 
normal is in town, and its members 
say they’ve shot down more UFO 
sightings than the Red Baron did 
biplanes. 

They'll be hunting for more kills 
at the Harvey Hotel near Dal¬ 
las/Fort Worth International Air¬ 
port on Friday, Saturday and Sun¬ 
day. 

At least 200 of the skeptics will 
meet at the hotel for the group's 
16th annual international confer¬ 
ence. This year’s theme — "Fair¬ 
ness, Fraud and Feminism: Culture 
Confronts Science" — will feature 


serious discussions about the role 
of women and non*Western cul¬ 
tures in science. 

Participants also plan to sort 
through the fact and fantasy of fly¬ 
ing saucers, folk medicines and di¬ 
nosaur footprints. 

That discussion will take mem¬ 
bers on a Sunday morning field trip 
to Dinosaur Valley State Park near 
Glen Rose. The valley, about 75 
miles southwest of Dallas, is home 
to legitimate dinosaur tracks — and 
faint impressions that some say are 
human footprints. 

Some people say the impressions 
prove that man lived at the same 


time as dinosaurs. Committee mem¬ 
bers say the alleged footprints were 
only recently carved into the rocks. 

The Dinosaur Valley footprints 
are a perfect target for committee 
members, who say they want to pro¬ 
tect the public from charlatans, 
quacks and con artists. Members in¬ 
vestigate claims of psychic phenom¬ 
ena, UFO sightings, ghosts, miracle 
cures and other paranormal inci¬ 
dents. Anything that has not been 
subjected to rigorous scientific in¬ 
vestigation is considered fair game. 

Joe Voelkering, president of the 
committee’s local affiliate, the 


North Texas Skeptics, said, "I be¬ 
lieve there's a quote that’s attribu¬ 
ted on occasion to Mark Twain or 
Will Rogers but actually comes 
from someone else: ‘It isn’t the 
things that you don’t know that 
hurt you but the things you do 
know that just ain’t so.’ " 

The North Texas Skeptics, which 
came together in 1987 to combat the 
regional forces of pseudoscience, 
are hosting this weekend’s confer¬ 
ence. 

Mr. Voelkering said the skeptics 
don’t reject paranormal claims out 
of hand. They subject them to scien¬ 
tific scrutiny and make an evalua¬ 
tion based on the evidence. 

He cited his recent appearance 
on a Channel 4 news program, dur¬ 
ing which he evaluated a videotape 
of an alleged UFO. Mr. Voelkering is 
an aviation consultant, and he felt 
certain that the object was a com¬ 
mercial airliner. 

"I was very careful to pick my 
words,” Mr. Voelkering said. "What 
I. . . said was, ‘If it is a UFO, they’ve 
at least complied with all the FAA 
regulations for aircraft lighting.’ ’’ 

On Friday, the meeting will ad¬ 
dress multiculturalism and gender 


issues in science. Saturday morn¬ 
ing, the participants will discuss 
fraud before splitting into two 
groups for the afternoon session. 
The first will examine Qigong, a 
Chinese folk medicine. 

The second will focus on “the 
Roswell incident,” an alleged flying 
saucer crash. Supporters contend 
that a spacecraft bearing beings 
from another planet crashed in 
Roswell, N.M., in 1947. "It’s quite 
controversial, even in UFO circles," 
said Mike Sullivan, editor of The 
Skeptic, the North Texas Skeptics’ 
newsletter. 

Paul Kurtz, a New York philoso¬ 
phy professor who founded the na¬ 
tional committee in 1976, said there 
is one paranormal phenomenon he 
can't explain. “The missing sock 
syndrome," he said. “I go to my 
drawer and I find six single socks.” 

The late Isaac Asimov was a 
member of the committee, as are as¬ 
tronomer Carl Sagan, Harvard 
paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould 
and physicist Murray Gell-Mann of 
the California Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy 

Notably absent from the commit¬ 
tee is the magician and professional 
skeptic James Randi, also known as 


“The Amazing Randi.” He has quit 
the group for legal reasons. 

Mr. Randi and the committee 
were sued last year by Uri Geller, a 
self-proclaimed psychic who is most 
famous for his claim that he can 
bend spoons with his mental pow¬ 
ers. Mr. Geller alleges that Mr. 
Randi defamed him during an in¬ 
terview with the International Her¬ 
ald Tribune in which he called Mr. 
Geller a fraud. To protect the com¬ 
mittee from the litigation, Mr. 
Randi left the group. 

Local organizers aren’t sure 
whether Mr. Randi will attend this 
year's conference. 

"I haven’t heard from him, and 
he’s not mentioned in any of the lit¬ 
erature," said John Blanton, secre¬ 
tary of the North Texas Skeptics. 

The public is welcome at all of 
this weekend’s events. Cost for the 
entire program, except the Dino¬ 
saur Valley trip, is $125, but area 
residents can attend individual dis¬ 
cussions for about $30 each, Mr. Sul¬ 
livan said. 

Friday night’s keynote address, 
to be delivered by British zoologist 
Richard Dawkins, will be $10. The 
Dinosaur Valley trip is $31.50. 


Spoon-benders bid for respect 


Ex-astronaut at Forum 
on New Science says 
scientists need to look 
beyond normal bounds 

By Bil l Scanlon 

Sews Environmental Writer 

FORT COLLINS — For ex-astro¬ 
naut Brian O’Leary, the meaning 
of science changed forever the 
weekend he attended a human- 
potential workshop and learned 
how to picture and describe 
through telepathy a person he 
couldn't see. 

He turned his back on an Ivy 
League faculty and the respect of 
his colleagues to embrace spoon- 
benders, UFO-niks and psychics. 

Thursday, he was the keynote 
speaker at the International Fo¬ 
rum on New Science in Fort Col¬ 
lins, a colloquium and bazaar for all 
things beyond the borders of con¬ 
ventional science. 


For sale were glow-in-the-dark 
Crop Circle T-shirts, red lights 
that promise to soothe sprains, 
books on everything from past 
lives to cosmic understanding. 

“We are expanding our box of 
inquiry,” O’Leary said during a 
break from signing and selling his 
latest book, The Second Coming of 
Science. 

“Western science for 300 years 
has addressed only the things that 
have material causes and effects. 
We seek to make a bigger box and 
make it OK to ask the questions 
without a knee-jerk negative reac¬ 
tion.” 

O’Leary, who was in the space 
program in the 1960s but never 
flew in space, believes scientists 
should look before birth, after 
death, beyond the normal rules to 
find solutions to energy, transpor¬ 
tation, health and other problems. 

“It’s clear to me we’ve ignored 
some powerful and most beneficial 
ways of transforming ourselves on 


this planet.” 

He asks: How can reincarnation 
be a fantasy if 2,000 kids around 
the world have told a respected 
Virginia researcher that they re¬ 
call a former life? 

O’Leary said he presents work¬ 
shops on bending spoons, and typi¬ 
cally 95% of the attendees can 
learn how to do it, too. 

“We all have these abilities," 
O'Leary said. “It’s not just for 
psychics with special gifts.” 

O’Leary, who co-founded the 
New Science movement in 1989, 
said the Catholic church tried to 
block the expansion of science dur¬ 
ing Galileo’s time, and he, too, 
must contend with doubters. 

The first few forums were more 
like psychic fairs, drawing flaky 
people and exhibits, but now the 
presentations are credible, he 
said. “I think this is going to catch 
on like wildfire.” 

One of the other keynote speak¬ 
ers was Stan Friedman, who be¬ 


lieves the U.S. government has 
covered up thousands of hard-to- 
explain sightings of unidentified 
flying objects. 

If the government isn’t trying to 
cover up, why did it take him years 
to pry a top-secret 1980 document 
on UFOs from the CIA, and why 
was most of the 21-page report 
deleted for national security rea¬ 
sons? he asked. Why did a judge, 
after reading the uncensored re¬ 
port, quickly agree that national 
security would be jeopardized if 
the report was made public? 

Friedman, a classmate of Carl 
Sagan’s at the University of Chica¬ 
go, blasts the non-believer. 

“Carl makes these foolish state¬ 
ments about flying saucers, that 
every UFO sighting^when careful¬ 
ly examined, turns out to be false,” 
Friedman said. “That’s absolute 
nonsense." 

The conference continues today 
and Saturday at the Marriott Hotel 
in Fort Collins. 


SUN, Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada - Oct. 24, 1992 


Migration Mystery 

Hundreds of migratory 
birds have fallen from the 
* 1 sky over Mexico’s Yucatan 


coast during the past three weeks. 
Members of approximately 16 spe¬ 
cies plummeted to earth for unknown 
reasons and died on impact around 
Campeche. More than 200 birds 
dropped onto a ranch near the city. 
The birds were flying from Canada 
and the northern U.S. en route to 
winter feeding grounds in Central 
and South America. The Pronatura 
environmental group said most of 
the birds appeared to have died ol 
head injuries from the tall. They ruled 
out such causes as contaminated air 
or feather deterioration. 


CR: G. Conway 
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I The sky’s not falling, 
i that’s passenger poop 


1 By Deeann Glamser 

< and Lori Sham 
^ USA TODAY 

o WOODINVILLE, Wash. - 
Gerri Cinnamon figures she 
c had a better chance of winning 
^ the lottery than the prize she 
t- actually got 

** While she was watching a 
* football game Sunday after- 

< noon, a chunk of frozen airline 
g waste fell through the roof of 
H her Woodinville, Wash., home. 

"I wish I had bought a lottery 
co ticket," Cinnamon says, survey- 
n ing beige carpeting stained 
black and blue, and a ceiling 
hole bigger than a basketball. 

Yes, the odds of being 
bombed by passenger poop are 
rare: Jet-maker Boeing says 
about 80 incidents of "blue ice" 
— frozen fluid from leaking 
toilets — have been reported 
on its planes. Blue ice also af¬ 
fects other makes of airplanes. 

The blue comes from disin¬ 
fectant used in toilets, although 
the Cinnamons' ice was green. 

“I just had time to sit down 
and put my cup down, when, 
boom — it sounded like an ex¬ 
plosion,” Cinnamon says. 


fit 

You have to take 
this seriously, even 
though there are 
some humorous 
aspects. 

99 

— John Nance, 
aviation safety analyst 


Frozen waste fell through 
roofs in Elkhom, Wis„ in 1990 
and Westlake Village, Calif., in 
1989. Engines have come off 
three Boeing 727s since 1974 
after ingesting blue ice. Other 
jets have been damaged. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board urged more ag¬ 
gressive steps to combat the 
problem in 1990. 

“You have to take this seri¬ 
ously, even though there are 
some humorous aspects," says 
aviation safety analyst John 
Nance. 

In recent years, the Federal 
Aviation Administration has or¬ 


dered more frequent checks of 
drain systems. Boeing payloads 
engineer Ed Woodward says 
valves and seals have been im¬ 
proved, and older jets can be 
modified. 

Although insurance will pay 
for the damage — estimated at 
more than $1,500 — Cinnamon 
says she'd like to know which 
plane was responsible. 

She and her mother had 
crossed the living room twice 
in the moments before the 
chunk crashed through. 

“The problem that caused it 
needs to be fixed,” she says. “It 
could have killed any of us." 

The FAA is looking at re¬ 
corded radar images to deter¬ 
mine what flights might have 
been flying over the Cinna¬ 
mon's house at about 3 p.m. 
Those airplanes will then be in¬ 
spected for signs of leaking. 

"It is potentially traceable,” 
says FAA’s Richard Meyer. 

Although Cinnamon is well- 
acquainted with aviation — 
both her husband and father 
work for Boeing — she saved 
some of the ice in the freezer 
anyway: "Whose going to be¬ 
lieve us if all this melts?" 



Source Boeing Commercial Airplane Group 


By Sam Ward, USA TODAY 


Cun host 'alien'-ates nation on cabin 


By Gabor Komaromy 

Gleodale News-Prsss 

Glendale’s ranking UFOIogist, 
public access cable TV show host 
and expert on the inexplicable, Dr. 
Franklin Ruehl Jr., has gone na¬ 
tional. 

The eight-year veteran of the 
strange world of public access tele¬ 
vision and his show, “Mysteries 
from Beyond the Other Domin¬ 
ion,” can now be seen on the new 
Sci-Fi Channel nationwide or wher¬ 
ever cable companies decided to 
pick up the channel. 

“No cable system in Southern 
California currently offers the Sci- 
Fi Channel, but some are getting 
ready to," said Ruehl, who has a 
Ph.D. in nuclear physics from 
UCLA. 

“Sammons (the cable company 
that services Glendale) has a full 
channel-load and will consider put¬ 
ting the Sci-Fi Channel on Jan. 1, 
when some other channels will 
come up for renewal,” he said. 

Ruehl, who, after teaching at 
UCLA and Cal State L.A., gave up 
the traditional ways of science in 
the mid-seventies for the para¬ 
normal, undefined and intriguing 
“dominion" of UFOs, ETs and 
fantastic theories, hosted hundreds 
of public access shows and now 
hosts four mainstream ones. 

"Now I graduated from public 
access to national network,” Ruehl 
said 


“The change is most conspicuous 
in the outlook: it’s really hi-tech 
with video roll-ins, music, field re¬ 
porters and special effects. It looks 
more expensive than it really is.” 

The first show aired Sept. 27, 
three days after the channel's debut 
and has a potential viewing au¬ 
dience of 10 million at its 9 p.m. 
Sunday ailing time. 

“Dr. Ruehl has been a cult figure 
in the Los Angeles area for some 
time and we are hoping that his cult 
status will help the show,” said 
Scott Tallman, a publicist with 
MCI Television, owners of the Sci- 
Fi channel. 

Tallman also said that since the 
show and the channel are just get¬ 
ting off the ground, ratings were 
not yet available. Ruehl, however, 
is content with the response he has 
gotten so far. 

“I’ve been getting letters from 
San Fransciso, Portland, Southern 
Florida, but Glendale will have to 
wait to see the show,” he said. 

The show itself is a dizzying bar¬ 
rage of bizarre theories and facts 
hurled at the audience with merci¬ 


less speed: the main themes are sci¬ 
entific evidence of UFOs and ex¬ 
traterrestrial beings, paranormal 
phenomena, medical curiosities, 
weird crimes — some seven or 
eight subjects per show. 

Here’s a sampling from Show 
Number One: 


Why don’t UFOs land 
cities? 


in big 


There are several explanations 
(pick your favorite): 

• They are afraid of crashing 
into skyscrapers. 

• They are scared that they’d be 
killed, mutilated, incarcerated or 
captured and displayed to the pub¬ 
lic. 

• They try not to interfere with 
inferior civilizations. 

Four shows have aired so far of 
the contracted 26, all of them of 
course in the same rapid-fire mys¬ 
tery-hurling vein — and here are 
some topics that intrigue Ruehl so 
much that he must share them with 
his audience: 


• The mystery of the mutated 
forelegs of the tyrannosaurus rex. 

• The possibility of life at 
absolute zero temperature. 

• Hotel Willow in Northern Cal¬ 
ifornia, which is plagued by ghosts, 

• The woman who reached un¬ 
der her pillow in her sleep for her 
asthma inhaler and shot herself in 
the mouth with the gun she found 
there. 

• The Humongous Fungus, the 
mushroom that covers 1,500 acres 
in Washington and the spore that 
spawned it probably came from 
outer space and took root in our 
soil. 

• Aliens’ involvement in the 
construction of pyramids that are 
much older than previously 
thought — some 9,000 years old at 
which time there was no civilization 
in Egypt capable of constructing 
them. 

• The 900 number in South 
Africa you can use to dial a witch 
doctor. 
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In search of the ‘face’ 
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in space 

A group calling itself “the Mars Mission” lobbied long 
and hard before National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration scientists reluctantly agreed to photograph 
in closer detail some tantalizing geologic features on Mars. 

Photos taken in 1976 by two Viking spacecraft show 
features bearing some resemblance to the ruins of a city, 
and to a human face. One theory holds that an ancient 
civilization carved the “face” into a mountainside in an 
attempt to let its existence be known. NASA contends the 
images are nothing more than tricks of sunlight and 
shadow. 

The Mars Observer’s $21 million, highly sophisticated 
camera will grab a few shots of the site during the 
spacecraft’s two-year orbit of the so-called red planet. The 
10,000 photos to be taken are expected to be 40 times 
clearer than those snapped in 1976. 

It's hard to understand the scientists’ initial opposition 
to closer examination of the unusual features, considering 
that it was NASA photos that started the sjjeculation. But 
at least they finally relented. 

Maybe someone reminded them that solving the 
lavs eries of the universe is what the agency is all about. 
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OATAK— It may have 
been 54 years ago that 
Kenneth Ashby had his 
first run-in with Inukins, but he 
remembers what they looked like, 
right down to their bowl-shaped 
haircuts. 

Ashby, 78, recently told the 
Arctic Sounder that he and his 
brother Bruce were grabbed by 
Inukins, the region’s loose equiv¬ 
alent of leprechauns, while fetch¬ 
ing water from the Noatak River 
one summer day in 1938. 

There was quite a struggle with 
the “wild people," who were 
dressed in caribou skins and 
sported their straight-bang hair¬ 
dos, Ashby said, becoming more 
animated. 


Eventually the Ashby brothers 
got away, but not before their 
grandfather tried to come to their 
rescue, and slipped on an icy 
rock, fell down and knocked him¬ 
self out. 

Ashby is one of a number of lo¬ 
cals who still believe in the wee 
folk and their power. 

In fact, one Noatak man who 
said he encountered the Inukins 
back in 1949 wouldn’t give his 
name because he was afraid of 
“them reading the story and com¬ 
ing after me.’’ 

But he did say he and some 
friends tried unsuccessfully to 
chase one in order to push it into 
the water. 

"That was many years ago, and 
I haven't seen any since," he 
said, looking over his shoulder. 
“(But) they still might be hiding 
someplace.” 

But Ashby isn't afraid of the 
Inukins. He said that, also in 
1938, his sister Victoria chased 
away a couple of them trying to 
steal drying salmon off her rack. 

And nine years later he met up 
with them again while camping 
upriver on a hunting trip. 

This time the Inukins were 
stomping around in the dry birch 
leaves and playing hide-and-seek 
with the hunters. 


‘Wild men 
sighted’ in 
Pakistan 

By Roger Hlghfleld 
Science Editor 

NASTY smells, guttural 
sounds and eyewitness 
accounts of "wild men" have 
led two French researchers 
to make the extraordinary 
claim at a meeting in Cam¬ 
bridge today that there may 
be primitive humans living in 
northern Pakistan. 

Evidence to support the 
existence of “living 
unknown hominids" in these 
remote regions will be pre 
sented today by Dr Anne Ma 
lasse and M Jordi Magraner 
of Paris, at the 8th meeting of 
the Language Origins Soci 
ety in Selwyn College 
Cambridge. 

But Dr Chris Stringer, of 
the Natural History Muse¬ 
um. London, yesterday said 
he was highly sceptical He 
said: "We need hard evi¬ 
dence such as bones or tissue 
that we can analyse." 

Eye-witnesses shown pic¬ 
tures of a selection of human 
and human-like creatures, 
consistently selected the 
image of a primitive man 
found preserved in ice some 
20 years ago by a Belgian 
team, said Dr Malasse 

He had a low forehead, 
lacked lips or a chin, and was 
covered with hair, she said, 
but was not a great ape. 

On one expedition Mr Ma¬ 
graner heard unusual gut¬ 
tural cries, she said, which 
could have been made bv the 
vocal box of the primitive 
man found by the Belgians. 

He plans an expedition to 
Pakistan in December, and 
will use infra-red cameras to 
look for the wild men. 


Ashby said the small people 
followed the hunters downriver, 
staying just out of reach. When 
the hunters arrived in Noatak, he 
said, they posted guards around 
the village to stymie the intruders, 
who whistled code messages to 
each other before falling back into 
the Bush. 

But the man and his wife Ruth 
say they don’t buy into everything 
they hear, pooh-poohing some re¬ 
cent talk around the village about 
Inukin sightings. 

Ruth Ashby said she’s sure the 
strange small folk are moving 
around the region and she worries 
about local children. But her hus¬ 
band has advise for fighting back 

“If you encounter them, warn 
them by throwing a stick or a rock 
at them." he said. 
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